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Gays  join  Day  of  Protest 


0"  October  14,  many  gay  and  lesbian 
workers  across  Canada  came  out  to  tight 
Ihe  federal  Liberal  government  s  program 
of  wage  controls 

Dufing  the  Fourth  Annual  Gay  Con- 
ference held  Labour  Day  weekend  in 
Toronto,  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coali- 
tion adopted  a  motion  forwarded  by  the 
NOP  Gay  Caucus  encouraging  all  gay 
organizations  to  support  and  participate 
labours  national  Day  ol  Protest  The 
3ton  was  a  welcome  expression  ot 
solidarity  between  middle-class  and 
worXmg- class  gay  men  and  lesbians 
Furthermore,  tl  indicated  a  willingness  on 
the  part  ot  the  NGRC  to  confront  Ihe 
class  structure  ot  Canada  The  ctass 
I  nature  ot  our  sociely  is  ot  direct  and  vital 
concern  to  working- class  lesbians  and 
gay  men  as  the  people  most  victimized 
by. I 

The  federal  government's  program  ot 
wage  controls  are  designed  to  ease  the 
corporations  through  the  current 
economic  situation  at  the  expense  ot  the 
working  people  ot  this  country  While 
wages  are  kept  down,  prices  and  profits 
continue  to  rise  Moreover,  Ihe  wage 
controls,  by  attacking  Iree  collective  bar 
gaining,  constitute  an  attack  on  whai  little 
economic  power  working  class  people 
have  gamed  in  this  country  This  same 
liberal  government  and  its  provincial 
allies,  which  continue  to  deny  job 

i  It]      'i,  i  therefore  economic 

security,  lo  lesbians  and  gay  men  by  re- 
fusing to  prohibit  discrimination  on  Ihe 
grounds  ot  sexual  orientation,  now 
threaten  Ihe  economic  secunty  ot  all 
working  people  Labour's  national  Day  ot 
Protest  alforded  the  gay  movemenl  an 
opportunlly  to  poinl  out  Ihe  common 
ground  ol  Ihe  gay  and  labour  movements 
economic  secunty  Jus!  as  Ihe  nght  10 
bargain  for  ones  work  on  a  tree  col- 
lective basis  is  necessary  for  a  person's 
economic  secunty,  so  too  is  protection 
under  ihe  law  Irom  discrimination  on  Ihe 
basis  ol  sexual  orientation. 

In  Vancouver,  Ihe  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  had  been  invited  lo  participate 
by  Ihe  BC  Federation  ol  Labour  GATE 
responded  by  indicating  [hat,  allhough 
the  organized  trade  union  movement, 
with  a  lew  exceptions,  had  lajled  lo  sup- 
port and  defend  the  rights  ot  homosexual 
citizens,  Ihe  atlack  on  Ihe  democratic 
ighl  ol  free  collective  bargaining  which 
the  AIB  constitutes,  look  precedence 
over  their  policy  ol  noi  supporting  those 
who  do  not  suppon  ovil  nghts  for  homo- 
sexuals Over  30  gay  people  marched 
behind  the  banner  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Towards  Equality  carrying  signs 
condemning  the  AIB  and  the  failure  ol 
Ihe  governments  in  Ottawa  and  Victona 
to  prohibit  discnmlnaiion  on  ihe  basis  ol 
sexual  onentation 

The  media  acknowledged  GATE'S  par- 
licipation  The  Vancouver  Province,  tor 
example,  quoted  a  GATE  leaflet  which 
slated  that  many  gays,  and  particularly 
lesbians,  a/e  locked  info  tow-paying  jobs 
wilh  little  opportunity  for  advancement 

~*  ~~  job  secunty  and  whose  hardships 
are  increased  by  wage  controls  The 
reaction  ol  other  marchers  was  generally 
favourable,  white  in  the  gay  community 
it  was  mixed  This  was  the  case  m  other 
cities  where  gay  groups  participated  in 
Ihe  day  ot  protest 

In  Saskaloon,  Ihe  Gay  Community 
Cenlxe  adopled  a  resolution  of  support 
for  labours  Day  ot  Prolesl  and  en- 
couraged gay  men  and  lesbians  to  par- 
ticipate 

In  Winnipeg,  members  ot  the  Gay  Al- 
liance lor  Equality  marched  under  a  oay 
banner.  H  ' 

In  Windsor,  members  ot  Windsor  Gay 
Unity  took  on  as  their  group's  share  ol 
the  protest  Ihe  picketing  ol  the  Chrysler 
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Gay  contingent  at  October  14  demonstration 


Plant 

In  Ottawa.  Gays  ol  Ottawa  had  been 
I  invited  to  participate  in  ihe  national  Day 
December/January 


ol  Prolesl  by  Ihe  Ottawa  District  Labour 
Council   During  a  general  meeting  ol 
GO,  members  adopted  a  resolution  for- 
warded by  ihe  Ottawa-Centre  NOP  Gay 
Caucus  supporting  labour's  struggle 
However,  because  the  Public  Service 
Alliance  of  Canada,  which  is  the  union  of 
the  largest  employer  in  Ihe  city  —  the 
federal  government  —  refused  lo  support 
Ihe  Day  of  Prolesl,  civil  servanls  (aced 
threats  and  intimidation  ladies  intended 
to  dissuade  them  from  participating 
Nonetheless,  several  gay  civil  servants 
joined  the  Gays  ol  Ottawa  contingent 
Although  GO's  presence  did  not  go  un- 
noticed by  other  marchers,  including 
many  other  gays  and  lesbians  who  were 
fhere  with  their  co-workers,  the  Ottawa 
media  ignored  Ihe  activist  gay  partici- 
pation m  its  rush  lo  attack  the  Canadian 
Labour  Congress 

In  Halifax,  where  gays  participated  in 
Ihe  Day  ol  Protest  in  an  individual 
basis.  Robin  Metcalfe  ot  Ihe  Gay 
Alliance  lor  Equality  noted  a  similar 
undeniable  bias  on  ihe  pan  ol  the 
media  in  its  coverage  of  labour's  oro- 
tesi.' 

In  Toronto.  Ihe  NDP  Gay  Caucus 
organized  a  large  gay  contingent.  Their 
participation  began  with  an  early 
mommg  picket  m  Iron!  of  Toronto  city 
hall,  and  was  followed  by  their  fining 
the  march  and  rally  at  Queen  s  Park 
Over  3000  leaflets  were  distributed 
explaining  ihe  solidanty  of  Ihe  gay 
movemeni  with  ihe  labour  movement 
and  demonstrating  by  Ihe  gay  presence 
Ihe  common  struggle   Stephen  Lewis, 
leader  of  Ihe  Ontario  New  Democratic 
Party,  thanked  Ihe  caucus  by  letter  for 
advrsmg  him  ol  Ihe  NGRC's  unanimous 
resolution  ot  support  lor  Ihe  Day  of 
Prolesl  and  remarked    Your  banner  was 
much  m  evidence    It  was  also  evident 
in  the  national  television  coverage  ol  Ihe 
Toronlo  protest 
October  14  marked  a  significant 


turning  polnl  in  the  history  ot  Ihe 
organized  labour  movement  in  Canada 
as  it  adopled  a  more  militant,  political 
orientation   October  t4  also  marked  a 
step  forward  for  Ihe  gay  movemenl  in 
ihis  country  as  we  came  out  nol  only  as 
workers  but  as  lesbians  and  gay 
workers 

by  John  DugganQ 

Women  speak  out 

On  October  14th  the  Toronto  Wages  tor 
Housework  Committee  organized  Ihe 
only  event  oul  ot  dozens  across  Canada 
where  women's  protest  against  the  wage 
controls  and  cutbacks  was  publicly 
expressed 

Because  they  have  never  recognized 
women's  unpaid  labour  in  the  home,  the 
unions  have  been  unable  lo  defend 
women's  interests  on  the  second  job 
They  could  nol,  therefore,  for  women  on 
the  Day  ot  Protest.  In  the  past  decade, 
Ihe  number  of  women  in  the  paid  labour 
force  has  grown  by  88%  and  the  number 
of  women  in  unions  by  150=!;..  Mean- 
while, the  concentration  of  women  in 
low-paid  clerical,  sales  and  service  jobs 
has  increased  by  lOTfc  and  the  wage  gap 
between  men  and  women  has  widened 

The  Women's  Noon  Hour  Concerl  al 
City  Hall  Square  was  a  proiest  agamst 
unpaid  work  in  Ihe  home  and  low-paid 
work  oulside  Feminist  singers  and  song- 
wnfers  Rita  McNeil  and  Boo  Watson 
entertained  a  crowd  of  aboul  400,  com- 
posed mainly  of  non-unionized  we*ers 
from  the  downtown  area  and  tull-time 
housewives 

A  welfare  mother,  an  office  worker 
and  one  of  the  staff  at  Nellies  Women  s 
Hoslel  gave  short  speeches 

Ellen  Agger  ot  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
explained  how  the  economic  crisis  is 
affecting  lesbian  women  and  described 
the  fight  lesbians  are  waging  againsi 
being  forced  by  Iheir  growing  poverty 


back  into  the  closet,  into  dependent 
relationships  with  men,  or  into  giving  up 
their  children  in  order  lo  live  as  lesbians 

The  banner  ol  Wages  Due  — 
Lesbians  lor  Wages  lor  Housework  — 
was  prom  men  I  Ihroughoui  the  events 
and  became  a  rallying  point  loi  lesbian 
women  (here  Many  came  forward  Irom 
the  crowd  to  stand  beside  it  and  identity 
Ihemselves  wilh  the  lesbian  tace  ol  Ihe 
protest 

The  women  al  City  Hall  Square  had 
chosen  to  lake  part  because  they  were 
tired  of  being  inside  the  huge  closei  ihal 
ihe  irade  union  movement  is  lor  women 
They,  and  women  who  waiched 
coverage  of  Ihe  Concert  on  the  news 
lhat  night,  could  be  sure  that  here  their 
needs  and  struggles  would  come  first 

Irom  Wages  Due  Lesbians  □ 
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Gay  issues  raised 
in  Quebec  election 

The  recenl  election  campaign  m  Quebec 
was  the  first  into  which  Ihe  question  of 
civil  nghis  for  gay  people  has  been  in- 
jected as  an  issue   And  the  sweeping 
victory  ol  the  Parti  Ouebecois,  a  party 
which  has  publicly  supported  gay  rights, 
may  signal  important  advances  for 
Quebec  gays  in  Ihe  near  future. 

When  confronled  with  questions  on 
gay  nghls  dunng  fhe  campaign,  candi- 
dates appeared  lo  be  stunned  and  at  a 
momentary  loss  for  words. 

Gays  of  Oltawa,  whose  French  name 
"Gais  de  TOulaouais"  covers  western 
Quebec  as  well  as  the  Qtlawa  area,  was 
active  in  the  Quebec  campaign  atten- 
ding all -candid  ales  meetings  and  party 
rallies 

In  Montreal  the  Association  pour  les 
droits  des  gai(e)s  du  Quebec  fADGQ) 
called  upon  the  leaders  ol  the  nine  poli- 
tical parties  in  Quebec  lo  lake  a  position 
on  the  civil  rights  of  Quebec  homo- 
sexuals. 

In  Quebec  city,  big-name  Parti 
Ouebecois  candidate  Lise  Payette  was 
asked  at  a  rally  if  she  would  support  ihe 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Code. 

Ms  Payette  said  in  tront  ot  2,500 
people  at  a  Parti  Ouebecois  rally  thai 
she  would  support  Ihe  inclusion  of 
sexual  onenlalion  in  the  Code,  lust  as 
she  would  support  women's  nghls,  pro- 
viding there  was  prool  of  discrimination. 
Payette  was  subsequently  elected  in 
the  Montreal- area  hdmg  of  Dorion. 

In  Montreal,  the  ADGQ  appeal  was 
made  via  a  press  release  and  an  open 
letter  published  in  Gay  Montreal,  a 
bi-weekly  tabloid 

With  the  exception  ol  Nick  Auf  Der 
Mauer.  leader  of  fhe  Democratic  Alliance 
|not  a  major  party),  none  of  Ihe  nine 
party  leaders  responded  to  ihe  call  by 
election  day  Auf  Der  Mauer  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group  in  Montreal  and  came  out  in  fa- 
vour of  gay  nghts 

But  the  ADGQ  did  receive  a  response 
Irom  the  Parti  Ouebecois  A  letter  from 
the  party's  headquarters  pointed  oul  that 
PO  houselearJer  Robert  Bums  had 
spoken  in  ihe  National  Assembly  in  fa- 
vour of  Including  sexual  orientation  m  ihe 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Code  when  the 
legislation  was  before  Ihe  house  in  1975 
(see  The  Body  Politic,  No  17) 

The  same  issue  of  Gey  Montreal  thai 
published  ihe  open  letter  also  contained 
an  ad  for  a  local  Parti  Ouebecois  candi- 
date The  issue  was  generally  centred 
around  the  elections  and  the  importance 
of  the  gay  vote 
The  only  candid-ie  with  a  aay  nobis 

Contrived  on  page  3 
Sody  Polrllc/1 
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Th«  liberation  ol  homo»eiual»  can 
only  be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
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Editorial 


Motherhood  and  work, 
a  holiday  moral 

A  lot  Of  money  passes  through  a  lot  of 
hands  dunng  the  months  of  December 
and  January  Throughout  the  holiday 
season  me  moralists  have  as  much  of  a 
heyday  as  Ihe  capitalists  do,  il  with 
(usually)  far  less  efted 

We  are  moralists  of  a  sort,  support- 
ing work  and  motherhood  rather  than 
conspicuous  consumption   Work,  that  is. 
in  Ihe  sense  ol  fob  protecnons  for  gay 
people  And  motherhood  in  ihe  sense  ol 
Ihe  rights  of  lesbian  mothers 

News  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
indicate,  yei  again,  ihe  courage  ol 
lesbian  mothers  who  are  fighting 
Canadian  courts  tor  custody  of  Iheir 
children,  and  the  courage  of  John 
Damien  in  fighting  me  Province  of 
Ontario  lo  get  back  the  job  trom  which 
he  was  abruptly  fired  jusf  ■because  he's 
a  homosexual " 

Bui  courage  isn't  enough  Both 
Damien  and  the  mothers  face  expensive 
court  battles  and  both  need  financial  help 
from  the  entire  gay  community 

So  instead  ol  giving  your  fnends 
another  useless  gilt  this  year.  why  not 
donate  several  dollars  to  these  mothers 
or  the  Damien  Defence  Committee  in 
your  friend's  name'' 

II  they  win,  we  all  win   If  Ihey  lose,  we 
lose  loo 


Letters 


Member 


Canadian 
tolodka] 
Publishers' 

Association 


many  delegates  who  spoke  against  the 
motion  was  that  it  proposed  lhai  the 

NGRC  be  committed  in  advance  to 
support  demands  that  might  be  adopted 
by  the  National  Lesbian  Conference 
This  proposal  was  both  absurd  and 
irrabonal.  since  no  one  could  predict 
with  any  degree  ol  certainly  just  whai 
demands  this  conference  might  end  up 
adopting  The  great  majonfy  of  dele- 
gates sensibly  declined  this  offer  lo  buy 
a  pig  in  a  poke 

One  lesson  that  might  be  teamed  by 
some  ol  the  proponents  ol  the  defeated 
resolution  is  that  indiscriminate 
sexist-b ailing  is  not  an  acceptable  sub- 
stitute for  rational  political  argu- 
mentation  Hopelutiy.  this  malicious 
practice,  reminiscent  ot  the  more  inlan- 
tite  phases  of  the  counterculturalism  ol 
Ihe  Sixties,  will  soon  receive  a  long 
overdue  burial 
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A  rose  by  any  other  name 

Every  month  I  come  out  a  tittle  more, 
and  I'm  sure  part  ol  this  strength  stems 
from  Michael  Riordon's  column, 
"Flaunting  It " 

As  for  his  October  remarks  I  am  often 
irked  by  friends  saying,  "I  hale  that  word 
gay'  You  people  have  reduced  my 
vocabulary  by  one  word.  I  can  no  longer 
go  around  saying.  My  heart  is  gay',  or  I 
feel  gay  today' " 

But  it's  a  two-way  street,  baby  Can 
you  say,  "I  'eel  a  little  queer  today''  or 
My  Inends  are  all  wonderfully  queer  ? 
That  word  used  to  mean  something  else 
too 

Oh  lor  the  day  when  words  and  con- 
cepts are  less  loaded  and  our  very  being 
means  more 
Paul  Goldring 
Montreal 

A  point  is  clarified 

My  offer  fo  organize  nexl  year's  national 
gay  conference  was  only  if  Ottawa  was 
chosen  as  the  site. 

Fortunately,  our  good  fnends  from  the 
Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre  have 
volunteered  lo  host  the  1977  conference 
and  have  already  begun  organizing  it. 

Given  their  track  record.  I  know  the 
conference  is  in  good  hands 
David  Garmaise 
Ottawa 

"Muy  agradecidos"  from 
Argentina 

Many  thanks  for  the  article  on  Argentina 
that  appeared  in  The  Body  Politic  Al  a 
time  when  the  oppressive  situation  in 
Argentina  is  really  severe,  and  the  F  L.H 
has  lo  exisf  in  the  most  absolute 
secrecy,  Ihe  publicity  you  have  given  our 
struggle  and  our  work  is  really  an  in- 
centive and  a  stimulus 
Con  afecto  mltitante. 
(Name  withheld  by  request) 
Frente  de  Liberacion  Homosexual  de 
la  Argentina 

The  real  objection 

With  respect  to  (he  debate  and  vote  on 
the  RMG's  resolution  concerning  lesbian 
issues: 

I  think  that  rt  is  a  disservice  to  the 
majority  ot  delegates  who  voted  against 
that  resolution  lo  suggest  that  Ihey  did 
so  m  order  lo   vent  their  hostility  towards 
Ihe  RMG     Some  may  well  have  done 
I   so  However  the  central  objection  Of 


Interventions  defended 

There  are  some  things  in  your  report 
on  Ihe  4th  Annual  Gay  Conference  |BP 
#27)  that  I  believe  misrepresent  whal 
actually  happened   I'm  refernng  to  the 
proposals  and  interventions  made  around 
Women  and  Quebec 

What  your  article  didn't  report  was  the 
hostility  Ihe  conference  showed  towards 
Ihese  two  groups  Aside  from  the  lact 
that  any  French  spoken  was  regarded  as 
a  nuisance,  the  eagerness  (and  volume) 
with  which  Ihe  conference  denounced 
the  Quebecois  and  Ihe  Women  for  being 
out  of  order  was,  I  believe,  an  attempt  lo 
use  parliamentary  procedure  lo  justify 
anti-Quebec  and  especially  anti-woman 
sentiments 

These  two  interventions  were  indeed 
"oul  ol  order"  Given  the  structural  con- 
fines ol  the  conference  the  only  way  lor 
these  groups  lo  act  was  to  intervene 

The  Women's  &  Quebec  motions  both 
implied  a  fundamental  criticism  ol  the 
conference  (that  il  was  un-femmist  and 
apolitical)  That  each  was  defeated 
shows  the  Conference  didn't  want  self- 
criticism 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  body  ot 
Canadian  gay  activists,  being  pre- 
dominantly white,  male,  middle-class  and 
English,  oppresses  minority  groups 
within  ils  own  movemenl  and  therefore 
so  clearly  parallels  the  capitalist  power 
structure  ot  Canada  itself. 

As  it  stands,  the  Conference  s  support 
of  Quebec  has  dwindled  to  a  statement 
thai  things  happen  differently  in  different 
places  —  whatever  thai  means  And. 

4  years  of  meelings.  the  gay 
movemenl  has  taken  no  move  to 
recognize  its  alliance  wilh  Ihe  woman's 
movement. 

If  the  NGRC  Conference  doesn't  want 
interventions  they  probably  won't  get 
Ihem  as  I  expect  there  will  be  fewer 
women  and  fewer  Quebecois  at  Ihe  next 
conference  There  may  be  people  from 
Quebec  bui  they  won!  be  Quebecois 
and  Ihey  will  represent  not  much  more 
than  themselves. 
Lawrence  Boyle 
Montreal 

We  don't  deny  that  some  Conference 
participants  were  prejudiced  against 
women  and  Quebecois,  but  we  saw  no 
evidence  that  the  Conference  as  a 
whole  shared  such  prejudices. 

The  "structural  confines"  of  the  con- 
ference did  not  make  interventions 
necessary   The  conference  was  ex- 
freme'y  open  and  democratic,  anyone 
present  could  move  motions  and  speak 
for  or  against  them 

We  do  not  Believe  that  support  for 
Quebec  dwindled  to  meaninglessness 
The  second  halt  of  the  resolution  on 
Quebec,  which  writer  Boyle  does  not 
mention,  says   "rt  is  up  to  Quebec  gays 
to  determine  the  particular  form  of  (he 
gay  rights  struggle  in  that  province  "  As 
Ron  Dayman's  article  elsewhere  in  this 
issue  argues.  Quebec  gays  are  doing 
just  that  right  now 

Gay  activists,  we  would  observe,  have 
shown  consistent  support  for  the 
women's  movement,  not  fusl  with 
motions  but  with  gay  contingents  in 
women  s  marches  and  with  the  pres- 
ence in  pickets  and  protests  around 
lesbian  issues. 


The  two  letters  which  to/low  have 
been  somewhat  edited  A  paragraph  of 
John  Wilson  s  letter  elaborating  a  point 
has  been  dropped,  and  onty  the  koy 
paragraphs  ot  Walter  Davis's  Hfc 
page  letter  are  printed  here  Davis's 
letter  described  himself  as   "a  Marxist,  a 
founder  and  former  member  ot  the 
Revolutionary  Marxist  Group,    and  an 
active  participant  in  the  Canadian  gay 
movement 
The  Collective 

Sexist  slander 

Your  coverage  of  the  National  Gay 
Righfs  Conference  had  a  navel-gazing, 
sell-adulatory  character  —  not  at  all 
typical  ol  the  creative,  critical  publication 
that  TBP  has  been  m  the  past 

Your  editonal  implies  thai  NGRC  a  the 
gay  movemenl   I  do  not  believe  this  lo 
be  the  case  despite  the  lact  that  I 
support  it.  and  even  as  I'd  actively  seek 
out  people  to  participate  m  its  dis- 
cussions  II  is  m  the  interests  ol  all  gay 
activists  lo  have  a  central  voice  on  a 
nabonal  scale  fighting  daily  tor  gay 
nghts  NGRC  speaks  mainly  tor  some 
planks  o(  the  civil  rights  platform  and 
spends  too  much  lime,  in  ihe  opinion  ol 
many,  talking  to  or  aiming  agrtation  at 
parliamentarians  Such  a  role  is  valid  it 
there  is  no  pretense  that  this  is  Ihe  sole 
strategy,  or  thai  NGRC  is  the  only  citadel 
ol  struggle   Such  an  approach  would 
lead  lo  conservative  tactics  and  failure  to 
build  necessary  unity  when  and  where  il 
is  demanded  by  events. 

In  your  editorial ,  you  pat  "the  gay  left, 
yourselves,  on  the  back  lor  ctealion  "ol 
this  democratic  coalition  of  diverse 
groups"  —  yet  the  RMG  has  not  been 
alone  in  pointing  oul  there  are  means  by 
which  to  truly  "democratize"  Ihe 
coalition  And  while  you  may  not  agree 
with  or  understand  some  ol  the  ideas, 
ihey  are  a  valid  tool  ol  discussion 

It  is  a  false  dichotomy  lo  separate 
NGRC  trom  the  national  conference  and 
gives  ihe  impression  that  all  wisdom 
resides  with  the  leadership  It  is  an  elitist 
separation 

I  contend  thai  il  some  steps  are  not 
taken  to  open  up  the  National  Con- 
ference discussions,  then  differing  view- 
points will  nol  find  expression  in  NGRC 
and  people  will  depart  from  Ihe  coalition 
in  frustration,  feeling  there  is  little  pro- 
vision and  less  respect  for  more  than 
one  side  ol  Ihe  argument 

The  RMG's  interventions  aren't  perfect 
(which  no  doubl  yours  are)  and  some- 
limes  a  few  wounds  get  licked  to  learn 
lessons   Bui  the  RMG,  unlike  any  other 
political  organization  in  Canada,  openly 
supports  gay  liberation  in  its  fullest 
sense  What's  more,  the  RMG  has  an 
overall  analysis  ol  sexual  oppression 
And  it  is  hypocntical  lor  your  collective, 
which  has  on  more  than  one  occasion 
been  given  support  by  the  RMG.  lo  pre- 
tend that  the  gays  ol  the  RMG  somehow 
appear  only  once  a  year  at  national  con- 
ferences. You  are  better  informed 

No  other  political  organization  in  this 
country  has  recognized  thai  the 
oppression  of  gay  people  is  a  sickness 
of  capitalism  and  nol  of  gays  themselves 
and  that  the  liberation  of  gay  people  and 
women  will  be  struggled  lor  best  through 
the  construction  of  autonomous  move- 
ments within  the  overall  social  struggle 
for  a  new  world  Prove  me  wrong. 

I  challenge  you  to  slate,  and  in  so 
doing  be  consistent,  what  political 
organization  represented  m  TBP 
oallective  or  among  Us  contributors  has 
been  open  and  public  about  support,  real 
support  to  gay  liberation  We  have  seen 
opportunist  resolutions  and  paternalist 
lolerance  on  "sexual  orientation"  from 
ihe  Liberals,  the  NDP,  ihe  Commun'st 
Party,  the  Libertarians,  the  League  lor 
Socialist  Action,  the  odd  Tory,  and  even 
the  occasional  Socred  On  the  one  hand, 
one  must  welcome  their  support  But 
never  once  did  you  go  into  such  Fits  of 
denunciation  and  misrepresentation 
when  Ihese  partes  sent  you  theif  little 
pieces  of  paper  When  a  political  organi- 
zation nol  only  actively  supports  gay 
liberation,  incorporates  it  into  their 
programme,  and  has  militants  taking  part 
In  Ihe  '-.i ,'  struggle  and  openly  in  other 
struggles  as  gays  —  there  you  draw  the 
line,  It  is  as  'f  lo  say,  give  us  your  words 
Continued  on  page  2* 


December/January 


NEW! 


piar*  m  his  ptaflorm  was  Paul  Koun  a 
League  (or  Socialist  Action  candidate  >n 
the  Montreal  ndmg  of  Jeanne-Mance 
A|  a  Utwal  Party  rally  m  Gatmeau. 
where  members  of  Gays  ot  Ottawa  rtstn- 
Ixilrvj  pamphlets  denouncing  the 
Bourassa  Liberals  tor  Iter  stand  against 
the  <ne*us>oi  ol  sexual  orientation  m  the 
Ouebec  Human  Rights  Code,  the  people 
hand«g  out  leaflets  were  asked  lo  leave 
the  hal    They  continued  10  d'Slnbule  (he 
leaflets  outside  to  people  going  in 
The  reaction  from  many  Liberals  was, 
east,  homophobic  II  got  even 
worse  at  the  Imal  Bourassa  rally  ot  the 
campaign,  which  was  held  in  Hun  Isee 
story  this  page). 

At  an  all -candidates  meeting  in  Aylmer. 
the  Liberal  and  Crediliste  candidates 
spoke  out  against  gay  rights,  the  Parn 
Ouebeoois  candidate  was  evasive  and 
the  Union  Nationaie  standard  bearer  was 
surprisingly  positive 

Jacques  Crepeau  (Unon  Nationaie) 
said  he  respected  ihe  right  to  live  ol 
every  individual,  heterosexual  or  homo- 
sexual    Your  nghts  are  as  basic  as  any 
other  people  s  nghts  it's  freedom  for 
everyone,    he  said 

Michel  Grafton  (Liberal)  said  thai  no 
homosexual  had  complained  lo  him 
dunng  his  lerni  as  MP  He  applauded  the 
decision  ot  Ihe  parliamentary  committee 
which  excluded  sexual  orientation  Irom 
Ihe  Human  Rights  Code 
Gerard  Ouelletle  (Crediliste)  said. 
Personalty,  I  prefer  women,  if  you  have 
problems,  I  can't  do  anything  for  you.'' 

by  David  GarmalselZ 

Liberal  goon  squad 
greets  gays 

Members  ol  Gays  of  Oltawa  (GO) 

were  accorded  special  attention  by  Ihe 
Quebec  Libera)  Parly's  goon  squad  at 
the  Imal  Bourassa  rally  in  ihe  Ouebec 
election  campaign 

The  rally  was  held  tn  Hull  on 
November  12  and  live  members  Of  GO 
were  there  to  distribute  leaflets 
denouncing  ihe  Bourassa  govemmenl  (or 
refusing  to  include  sexual  onenlalion  m 
(he  Ouebec  Human  Rights  Code 

GO  arrived  a  ha"  hour  before  the  start 
of  ihe  rally  The  members  slalioned 
Ihemseives  on  the  sidewalk  tn  from  of 
the  school  where  the  rally  was  being 
held  and  began  to  hand  out  leaflets  to 
people  going  inside 

Within  minules,  a  dozen,  big,  hefty 
men  wearing  Liberal  campaign  badges 
came  ou!  ol  Ihe  school  and  on  to  the 
steps  leading  toward  the  sidewalk 

They  saw  thai  Ihey  easily  out- 
numbered the  five  people  from  GO  and 
Ihey  began  to  lease  them  ( "Elles  sonl 
belles,  non'"  —  Aren'l  they  cule'')- 

They  then  rushed  down  onto  the  side- 
walk, tore  ihe  leaflets  out  ol  the  hands  ol 
Ihe  GO  people  and  shoved  one  or  two 
of  them  off  the  sidewalk,  all  the  while 
making  threatening  gestures  and 
mouthing  loul  and  insulting  remarks 

They  grabbed  Ihe  scar!  ol  one  mem- 
ber, trying  lo  yank  loose  a  gay  liberation 
button  he  was  weanng 

Easily  oulnumbered  by  Ihe  goons,  and 
with  no  more  pamphlets  lo  distribute. 
ihe  GO  people  were  forced  to  leave  the 
scene 

Unfortunately,  none  ol  the  media 
sialoned  inside  the  school  witnessed 
the  events 

However,  the  GO  members  went 
immediately  from  the  school  to  the 
studios  ol  the  radio  and  television 
stations  m  Hull  and  in  Ottawa,  and  they 
also  phoned  the  newspapers 

The  result  was  that  the  event  was 
widely  reported  by  Ihe  media  The  fact 
that  there  were  other  incidents  at  the 
raJry  thai  nigh!  —  a  Parti  Ouebeoois 
heckler  was  physically  ihrown  out  ol  the 
meeting  by  the  goon  squad  —  led  cre- 
dence lo  GO'S  slory 

Denis  Leblanc.  President  ol  GO.  who 
was  one  ot  the  five  persons  involved. 
then  wen(  lo  the  Hull  Police  station  with 
two  ol  the  other  tour  members  to  lay  an 
olfioai  complaint 

The  Hull  Police  at  first  wanted  lo  fine 
tfie  three  GO  members  lor  handing  out 
leaflets  without  a  permit  but  eventually 
Simply  recorded  the  complaint 

by  David  Garmatse.  ] 
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Case  one 

A  lesbian  mother  in  the  Toronto  area  is 
engaged  in  a  court  battle  with  her  ex- 
husband  for  custody  of  two  ol  her  three 
children,  now  aged  15,  13  and  12  years 
The  former  husband  claims  lhat  the 
woman's  lesbianism  makes  her  unfit  lo 

ise  Ihe  children 

The  woman,  whom  we  will  call  Mrs 
Davis,  musl  remain  anonymous  because 
of  the  risk  ol  losing  her  home  and  her 
10b. 

Mrs  Davis  was  divorced  in  May  1976 
Her  husband  retained  custody  of  Ihe 
children,  who  had  been  living  with  him 
smce  Iheir  parent's  separation  in  1972  In 
June,  after  her  13-year-old  daughler  told 
Mrs  Davis  that  Ihe  man  had  been 
indecently  assaulting  her  lor  several 
years,  the  two  younger  children  |otned 
their  mo! her  and  her  lover,  with  whom 
Mrs  Davis  has  been  living  lor  four  years 
Both  women  have  had  steady  jobs  for  a 
number  of  years 

Because  of  the  cnminal  charges 
pending  against  the  husband,  the  court 
granted  temporary  custody  to  Mrs  Davis 
Given  the  circumstances,  her  lesbianism 
did  not  bar  her  from  obtaining  cusiody. 
The  outlook  lor  permanent  cusiody  is 
now  good 

But  Mrs  Davis  situation  is  in  many 
ways  unusual  Every  year  in  Canada 
hundreds  ot  lesbian  mothers  lose  their 
children  Mosl  of  Ihese  cases  never 
reach  the  courtroom.  To  begin  with,  a 
woman  must  consider  whelher  she  can 
support  herseil  and  her  children  Often 
she  gives  ihem  up  wilhoul  a  fight 
because  she  can't  afford  to  raise  them 
on  Women's  wages  or  wellare 

Even  if  she  can  and  manages  lo  gain 
access  lo  an  experienced  lawyer,  she 
can  expecl  an  ugly  courtroom  battle  She 
will  have  lo  answer  many  questions  in 
court  to  satisfy  ihe  ]udge  that  she  is 
indeed  Tit'  to  be  a  mother 

•  Can  she  provide  a  more  stable  home 
environment  than  her  husband  or  (he 
Children's  Aid  Society  can"*  I!  he  is  a 
convicled  criminal,  an  alcoholic,  or  a 
drug-user,  her  chances  are  better 

•  Did  she  take  the  children  wilh  her 
when  she  left  her  husband1*  Even  if  her 
circumstances  were  desperale,  she  is 
betler  off  (o  have  taken  them  with  her 
The  courts  preler  to  leave  children  with 
Ihe  pareni  who  has  Ihem 

•  Does  she  have  a  siabie  relationship 
and  a  job'' 

j  ■  Has  she  organized  openly  in  lesbian. 
I  women's,  or  gay  organizations  '  This 


may  mean  to  the  court  lhat  she  is 
crusading  for  homosexuality 

The  threat  of  losing  their  children 
prevents  many  lesbians  Irom  leaving 
marriages  Others,  lesbian  mothers  irying 
lo  raise  children  without  a  man  s  higher 
wages,  have  to  live  with  Ihe  continual 
'read  of  having  their  lesbianism  becom- 
ig  known,  because  a  cusiody  decision 
is  never  final  It  can  be  challenged  at  any 
time  until  Ihe  child  is  16  (in  Onlano).  par- 
liculariy  if  Ihe  woman  hid  her  lesbian- 
ism in  the  onqmai  case 

In  tne  United  Stales,  esbian  mothers 
have  won  unconditional  cusiody  in  fewer 
than  a  dozen  cases.  In  Canada  there 
has  been  only  one  such  award  That  was 
in  Alberta  in  1975   Sometimes  ihe  courts 
have  given  the  children  to  their  mother 
on  the  condition  thai  she  never  associate 
with  other  lesbians  or  that  she  live  apart 
Irom  her  lover  But  more  often  than  nol. 
cusiody  is  given  lo  the  (alher 

The  question  ol  child  custody  is  a 
mounting  concern,  and  nol  jusl  for 
lesbian  women   Increasingly,  whether 
Ihey  are  living  with  men  or  not,  Ihe  pnce 
which  women  have  to  pay  for  refusing  to 
stay  in  marriages  is  the  loss  of  their 
children  Under  the  guise  of  equal  rights, 
men  are  more  often  being  awarded 
cusiody  The  mveslmenl  ol  women's 
lives  in  those  children  counts  lor  less 
and  less 

Now  Ihe  courts  look  ai  the  question  of 
who  has  the  grealer  financial  resources 
and  possibility  ol  obtaining  the  services 
of  a  wife  to  raise  the  children  Men  are 
much  more  likely  to  come  up  Ihe 
winners   In  Ihe  precedent-selling  case  in 
Alberta,  the  woman  won  because  her 
husband  was  a  drug-user,  had  an 
unstable  job  history,  and  had  no  wile  lo 
look  after  the  kids  while  he  was  at  work. 

In  the  last  few  years,  lesbian  women  in 
North  America  and  England  have  begun 
lighting  openfy  for  the  nghl  to  custody  o! 
their  children  They  are  setting  up 
defence  lunds,  such  as  the  one  recently 
set  up  in  Ottawa,  to  help  each  other 
cover  court  costs,  publishing  news- 
letters, and  circulating  information  to 
lessen  the  isolation  and  vulnerability  ol 
fighting  a  case  alone  But  their  scope 
has  usually  been  limited  lo  lesbian 
women  only 

Toronto  S  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  a 
group  of  lesbian  women,  is  organizing  to 
win  wages  for  housework  irom  ihe 
govemmenl  for  all  women,  so  we  will  not 
be  forced  into  (he  comers  ot  poverty  and 
hidmg  that  now  go  along  with  being  a 
lesbian  and  a  mother  We  are  fighting 


agamst  our  disadvantage  when  we  enter 
a  courtroom  tearful  ol  being  exposed  or 
destined  to  lose  because  we  haven  t  the 
means  to  provide  a  good  home  lor  out 
children 
On  October  28,  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
>-sponsored  wilh  women  from  the 
Community  Homophile  Association  ot 
Toronto  a  benefit  lor  Mrs  Davis  We 
raised  S300  The  advertising  lor  this 
benefit  was  as  lar-reaching  as  possible 
We  assumed  lhat  (here  are  lesbian 
women  everywhere,  nol  iust  in  the  gay 
clubs  and  women  s  bars,  we  assumed 
lhat  this  benefit  would  be  of  interest  to 
many  women,  nol  only  lesbians  and  nol 
only  mothers,  thai  we  all  have  a  stake  m 
winning  these  cases,  and  not  being 
punished  when  we  slep  oul  ol  line  as 
lesbians,  as  women  who  want  lo  raise 
children  on  our  own,  as  women  who 
ant  lo  put  our  needs  first  lor  a  change 
The  result  was  thai  we  advertised  as 
far  and  wide  as  our  resources  could  lake 
us.  We  used  the  Iree  public  service 
announcements  on  the  mapr  radio 
stations,  we  used  the  community  events 
columns  in  neigh bourhood.  university, 
and  college  newspapers;  we  used  a  flyer 
ai  the  clubs,  social  service  agencies, 
women's  offices;  we  used  word-of- 
mouth.  and  we  go!  articles  and  inter- 
views in  several  university  and  com- 
munity papers  and  on  the  radio 

The  organizing  o!  the  benelil  and  Ihe 
scope  ol  publicity  soughl  are  pari  ol  Ihe 
figh!  being  waged  by  women  to  win  the 
nghl  to  choose  tor  ourselves  our  sexual- 
ity without  facing  Ihe  loss  of  our  children. 
It  is  especially  crucial  now  lhat  we 
organize,  as  more  ol  us  are  being 
pushed  back  into  the  closet  or  relalion- 
ships  wilh  men  jus!  to  survive 

Wages  Due  Lesbians  is  aboui  to 
publish  the  first  pamphle!  on  lesbian 
mothers  and  child  cusiody  available  in 
North  Amenea   ft  can  be  ordered  from 
Wages  Due  Lesbians.  Box  36,^1ation  E, 
Toronto.  Onlano  and  is  entitled  Mother- 
hood. Lesbianism,  and  Child  Custody 
Any  woman  inleresled  in  sharing  her  ex- 
penences  or  discussing  (he  activities  ol 
WDL.  should  call  (416)  921-9091  or  (416) 
465-6822 

by  Ellen  Agger, 
Wages  Due  Lesbians ! 


Case  two 

A  Toronto  (emimsl  is  currently  en- 
gaged m  a  court  battle  for  cusiody  ol  her 
two  children.  Because  ol  the  issues 
involved,  the  case  has  serious  impli- 
cations lor  gay  parents  and  lor  gay 
people  in  general 

At  (he  advice  ol  her  lawyer,  this 
woman  is  remaining  anonymous  so  as 
not  lo  ieopardize  the  chance  ol  retaining 
her  children  She  needs  ihe  support  ol 
the  gay  community  lo  help  raise  money 
for  ihe  case,  bul  is  being  hampered  by 
the  secrecy  that  has  been  decided  upon 

Her  ex-husband  is  questioning  her 
filness  as  a  mother  The  right  of  a  parent 
lo  permit  her  children  lo  develop  as  gays 
is  on  Irial  here  Through  her  involve- 
ment, in  the  women  s  movemenl.  she 
has  brought  her  children  in  conlad  with 
known  lesbians"  Her  husband's 
lawyers  plan  to  use  as  evidence  her 
assertion  thai  she  would  allow  her  child- 
ren the  freedom  to  choose  either  a 
heterosexual  or  a  homosexual  lifestyle 
They  will  be  trying  to  foster  the  myth  that 
gay  people  are  inherently  harmlul  to 
children  either  as  "child  molesters   or  as 
earners  of  a  "communicable  disease 

In  addition,  the  woman's  economic 
position  and  lifestyle  are  involved  She 
has  chosen  to  live  in  communal  houses 
sharmg  ihe  e«penences  ol  Single  parents 
with  others  and  has  chosen  to  work  at 
part-lime  |Obs  in  order  to  spend  more 
time  wilh  her  children  As  the  father  has 
a  highly  pad  lull-time  |0b.  the  court  may 
decide  thai  he  is  financially    better  fit '  to 
lake  care  ot  Ihe  children  and  Is  a  more 
suitable  parent 

His  better  tmanoal  position  means  lhai 
he  has  Ihe  funds  for  a  long  court  baitie 
She  does  not  A  Irust  fund  has  been  set 
up  lo  defray  her  legal  costs  Donations 
may  oe  senl  to:  Custody  Delence  Fund, 
Metro  Toronto  Credit  '  >nion,  PO  Box 
595.  Station  F.  Toronto.  Ontario 

by  David  Glbs^ i»Q 


Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality 
(Toronto) 


Join  the  Lesbian  Caucus 

An  autonomous  organization 
thai  seeks  to  mobilize  the 
lesbian  community  of  Toronto 
Meets  the  second  and  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  (see 
calendar  below) 
All  women  welcome. 


Become  a  GATE  supporter 
Fight  to  end  discrimination 
Add  your  voice  to  the  move- 
ment tor  our  liberation 
For  a  minimum  pledge  of  $10  a 
year  ($5  for  unemployed)  we 
will  give  you  ,nflTP 

•  reduced  admission  at  GATb 
dinners  and  dances 

•  A  subscription  to  Gay  Rising. 
GATE'S  monthly  newsletter 

•  information  about  upcoming 
events  and  how  you  can  help 
m  the  fight  for  our  rights 

Calendar  of  Events 

Wed.  Nov.  24     GATE  forum  —  on  sex  education,  8  00  pm, 

334  Oueen  Street  West 
Sat.  Nov.  27       Semi-annual  policy  conference.  10  00  am, 

193  Carlton  Street 
Wed.  Dec.  8       Business  meeting,  8:00  pm,  193  Carlton  Street 
Sun.  Dec.  12      Lesbian  Caucus  meeting,  3:30  pm.  193  Carlton  St 


The  GATE  Dances 

Saturday  December  19 

9  pm  at  519  Church  Street 
(just  north  of  Wellesley) 


Friday  December  31 
New  Year's  Dance 
watch  for  posters 


Write  or  phone  us  193  Carlton  Street,  Toronto  M5A  2K7   964-0148 


Congratulations! 

To  The  Body  Politic, 

a  voice  of  the  Canadian  gay  movement 

for  5  years. 


Community  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto  (CHAT) 

Chatsworth  Charitable  Foundation 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality.  Winnipeg 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  Edmonton 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Toronto 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Saskatoon 

Gays  ar  York 

Gay  Centre,  Saskatoon 

Gay  Info,  Verdun.  Quebec 

Guelph  Gay  Equality 

National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 

South  of  Tuk  International 

Windsor  Gay  Unity 


f|  Gay  students 
launch  educational 
Gavs  adopt  action-    effort 

_a-.J    •..«»-«*»•«  I  for  the  first  lime  m  Quebec  a  gay  group 

oriented  program     j  has teen ,orme(j al  a French-speaking 


The  Association  pout  les  droits  des 
gai(e)s  du  Quebec  ilormerty  the  Gay 
Coalition  Against  Repression!  has  adop- 
ted a  statement  ot  pnnaptes  aid  prior- 
ties  which  dearly  establishes  it  as  the 
leading  gay  cavil  rights  group  in  Quebec 
This  is  the  first  time  3  distinctly  gay  crvit 
rights  group  has  been  organized  in  the 
province 

The  steps  were  taken  October  30-31 
by  the  Association  s  lirst  Policy  Con- 
ference, attended  by  35  predominantly 
francophone  gay  men  and  lesbians  The 
conference  is  a  special  meeting  to  be 
held  every  51"  monlhs  to  assess  the 
groups  progress  and  make  plans  for  the 
tutu  re. 

The  main  work  ot  the  conference  was 
the  discission  and  final  adoption  ot  a 
slalemenl  ol  principles  and  priorities 
resolution  put  forward  by  members  Ron 
Dayman.  Stuart  Russell  and  Tom  Green 

The  Association  is  defined  as  a   non- 
partisan gay  liberation  organization  with 
a  public  struggle  for  gay  civil  nghts  pers- 
pective    it  is  recognized  that  this  pers- 
pective constitutes  a  first  step  towards 
gay  liberation  and  that  the  simple 
granting  of  civil  nghts  will  not  mean  the 
end  of  sexism,  homophobia,  erotophobia 
and  the  social  structure  which  oppresses 

Top  pnorities  for  the  organization 
dunng  the  next  six  months  are  the 
struggle  against  ongoing  police  repres- 
sion, campaigns  for  ctvil  rights,  activi- 
ties to  ensure  the  group's  visibility, 
suppon  to  the  lesbian  movement  and 
finances 

A  collection  dunng  the  conference 
netted  over  $50  lor  the  John  Damien 
defence  campaign 

French  was  established  as  the  official 
working  language  of  the  Association,  as 
the  result  of  an  animated  workshop  dis- 
cussion on  the  Association  and  Quebec 

In  addition,  a  constitution  and  new 
Executive  Commitiee  were  adopted 
Executive  members  elected  were  Ron 
Dayman,  Executive  President,  Claude 
Beaulieu.  General  President;  Tom  Green, 
Vice-President.  Stuart  Russell,  Treasur- 

;  and  MarcTurgeon,  Secretary 

Participants  took  time  out  to  |oln  the 
picket  line  at  the  Nolre-Dame-de-la- 
SaloMCta*  „,«„.„  Bu„||Q 


Gays  picket  church 

About  30  lesbians  and  gay  men  picketed 
the  Notre-Dame-de-la-S  alette  Church  in 
the  pouring  rain  on  October  31   The 
parish  priest,  under  the  pressure  of  some 
members  of  his  parish,  had  decided  to 
break  a  contract  for  a  gay  Halloween 
dance,  organized  by  Gay  Women  ot 
Montreal  for  October  30 

The  pastor  also  used  the  argument 
that  had  he  known  the  dance  was  for 
gay  people,  he  would  not  have  con' 
sen  ted  to  the  lease 

A  leaflet  distributed  during  the  picket 
explained:  Sexual  preference,  tike  race 
and  religion,  is  not  a  relevanrissue  in 
Signing  a  contract  tor  a  social  activity 
This  is  nothing  more  than  the  most 
recent  example  in  Ihe  long  iradilionof 
anti-gay  discrimination  by  the  Cafhohc 
Church " 

The  inclusion  of  the  term  "sexual 
onentation  '  was  rejected  lasl  year  when 
the  Libera)  Bourassa  government  adop- 
ted the  Quebec  Human  Rights  Charter 

Shortly  after  the  picket  began  Ihe 
pastor  appeared  to  personally  ensure  the 
sate  arnvaJ  ot  parishioners  He  was  met 
by  an  angry  group  of  demonstrators,  and 
with  a  barrage  ot  slogans  demanding 

Gay  Rights  Now'" 

Only  the  second  public  demonstration 
by  gay  people  m  Montreal  history,  the 
picket  was  sponsored  by  Gay  Women  ot 
Montreal  and  the  Association  pour  les 
Droits  des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  fformerty 
the  Gay  Coalition  Against  Repression) 

by  Stuart  Russell G 


university 

The  Association  communautane  homo 
sexuelte  a  FUnhrarsltf  da  MontnJal 
(ACHUM)  was  formed  following  a 
number  ot  successful  dances  and 
meetings.  Dunng  the  summer  a  co- 
ordinating commitiee  was  electeu  and  a 
constitution  adopted. 

On  September  17  twenty-live  gay  men 
and  women  attended  ACHUM's  first 
meeting  ol  the  tall.  The  group's  leaflet 
describes  its  ob|ectives:  ".  to  make 
available  to  the  university  community 
positive  information  on  homosexuality 
and  organize  various  activities  oriented 
lo  the  gay  population  at  the  University  ol 
Montreal 

While  primarily  social -oriented. 
ACHUM  plans  to  organize  discussion 
groups,  panels  and  conferences.  Its 
present  activities  are  open  to  other 
Quebec  university  students 

Meanwhile,  Gay  McGill  has  been  re- 
organized  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
launch  an  inter-university  gay  group  in 
Montreal  and  possibly  a  charter  ot  the 
Gay  Academic  Union 

It  15  hoped  that  the  tormation  ol 
ACHUM  will  inspire  gay  men  and  les- 
bians at  other  Quebec  universities  to 
organize. 

by  Stuart  Russell  G 


Ottawa 


Washroom  arrests 
in  Ottawa  suburb 

Eight  Ottawa-area  men  were  charged 
with  gross  indecency  after  police  set  up 
cameras  and  filmed  scenes  rn  a  shop- 
ping centre  washroom 

The  washroom,  in  Ihe  Ottawa  suburb 
of  Nepean,  was  a  favorite  gathenng 
place  lor  closet  gays,  complete  with  a 
glory  hole. 

Five  ot  Ihe  eight  men  have  already 
pleaded  guilty  and  have  received 
conditional  discharges  They  have  been 
ordered  to  be  on  good  behavior  lor  six 
months  At  least  two  ot  the  five  men  are 
married 

Nepean  Police  kept  quiet  about  the 
arrests  and  refused  to  release  any 
names,  conscious  ot  how  the  media 
treated  the  arrests  in  the  Ottawa  male 
prostitution  case  |usi  18  months  ago. 

When  the  men  were  arraigned  in  court, 
however,  the  media  got  hold  of  the  Story 
and  il  received  widespread  coverage, 
most  of  il  (actual  The  names  ol  those 
who  appeared  m  court  were  broadcast 
on  only  one  radio  station,  and  only  on 
one  news  broadcast,  as  the  station 
management  obviously  rushed  in  to 
suppfess  the  names  in  subsequent 
newscasts. 

Gays  ot  Ottawa  (GO)  reacted  to  the 
stories  with  a  press  release  protesting 
the  tactics  of  the  Nepean  police,  the 
seventy  of  the  charges  laid  and  the 
gross  indecency  laws  themselves. 

The  GO  reaction  got  only  sporadic 
coverage  because  ihe  media  was  ner- 
.  c  us  about  saymg  too  much  with  the 
cases  being  betore  the  courts 

(This  is  a  problem  Irequently  en- 
countered m  the  movement,  often  nega- 
tive stones  don't  hit  the  media  until 
accused  persons  appear  m  court,  and 
when  groups  try  to  react,  the  media  says 
the  case  is  sub-judice  and  so  it  has  lo  be 
very  carelul  about  what  it  says.) 

Nepean  Police  had  received  com- 
plaints from  persons  who  claim  to  have 
been  solicited  outside  the  washroom  m 
question 

Insiead  ot  trying  10  prevent  further 
sexual  acls  trom  taking  place  in  Ihe 
washroom,  or  trying  10  catch  people  in 
1  Ihe  act  ol  soliciting.  Ihe  police  chose  to 
I  set  up  their  cameras  ui  carefully  con- 
cealed holes  m  the  oeiling  eb  i>  1 
washroom  cubicles  and  catch  people  'in 
I  the  act 
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So  they  wound  up  arresting  people  lor 
alleged  se«ual  acts  which  were  con- 
sensual and  which  occurred  in  the 
privacy   of  a  washroom  cubicle 

In  the  eyes  ol  the  law,  however,  a 
cub.de  Hi  a  public  washroom  is  not  a 
□  hnH  plats 

There  «S  no  way  the  police  can  say 
that  me  people  they  arrested  are  the 
same  ones  responsible  lor  the  soliciting. 

The  polios  finally  took  the  doors  on  the 
cubicles  to  pui  a  stop  10  the  sexual 

mem  is  still  one  cuDicleih  the 
washroom  with  a  door  on  it,  but  n 
doesn'l  have  a  glory  hole  ) 

They  could  have  med  ihis  in  ihe  first 
place  instead  ol  resorting  to  senous 
r-nminal  charges,    said  GO  Political 
Action  Chairperson  David  Garmaise 

The  simplest  way  would  have  been  to 
pul  up  a  sign  warning  against  such 
activity 

GO  also  protested  Ihe  gross  indecency 
laws  and  the<r  use  by  police 

by  David  GarmalseD 

Club  Baths  staff 
fined 

The  former  manager  of  the  Club  Baths  in 
Ottawa  h3s  pleaded  guilty  10  a  charge  of 
Keeping  a  common  bawdy  house  and 
has  been  lined  S500  Three  olher  men 
pleaded  guilty  to  being  ■'inmates" 
(workers)  in  a  bawdy  house  and  were 
fined  S100  each 

All  four  had  originally  been  charged 
wilh  keeping  a  common  bawdy  house 
alter  the  Ottawa  CtuD  Baths  raid  lasl 
May  in  connection  with  the  Olympic 
Clean-Up  campaign 

Two  men  charged  with  gross  in- 
decency had  already  pleaded  guilty  and 
received  absolute  discharges,  as  had 
two  ol  Ihe  22  men  charged  as  found-ins 

The  remaining  20  tound-m  cases  will 
be  heard  in  January 

The  tour  employees  who  were  fined 
pleaded  guilty  on  the  advice  ot  lawyer 
Leonard  Shore,  who  represented  many 
ol  the  defendants  in  Ihe  Ottawa  male 
prostitution  case 

It  is  believed  thai  the  guilty  pleas  ol 
the  two  men  charged  with  gross  in- 
decency —  tor  activities  in  the  Baths' 
common  room  —  led  Shore  to  the  con- 
clusion thai  there  was  no  way  he  could 
successfully  fight  the  charges  against  the 
Baths  employees. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  the  Club  Baths 
would  fight  the  case  to  draw  attention  to 
the  hypocrisy  and  senselessness  ol  the 
bawdy  house  laws,  particularly  as  they 
are  used  to  harass  gay  people. 

In  assessing  the  lines,  provincial  court 
judge  Thomas  Swabey  said  that  homo- 
sexual activity  m  a  private  men's  club 

doesn'l  harm  anyone"  but  there  is  "still 
a  long  way  10  go  before  the  majority  of  a 
community  will  not  be  shocked  by  Ihis 
sort  Of  thing  " 

The  |udge  himself  questioned  Ihe 
bawdy  house  laws  "Who  has  been 
injured  by  their  conduct?"  he  asked 

"It's  difficult  assessing  harm  unless 
someone  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
harm  is  done  by  making  it  easy  (or 
homosexuals  to  satisfy  their  urges" 

Swabey  poinled  out  there  was  nothing 
secret  about  Ihe  club's  activities.  The 
operators  had  spelled  out  the  club's 
intentions  to  Ihe  police  belore  it  opened. 
"There  is  no  evidence  ot  complaints 

Irom  people  other  than  Ihe  police,"  he 

saxJ  by  David  GarmalseD 

Gay  person 
running  for  Board 
of  Education 

Ian  Madennan.  an  openly  gay  member 
Ol  Gays  ot  Ottawa,  is  running  lor  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Ottawa  Board  ot  Education 

The  election  is  being  held  on  Decem- 
ber 6  in  conjunction  with  municipal 
elections  across  all  ol  Ontario 

Madennan  told  The  Body  Politic  that 
he  is  running   because  Ihe  movement 
has  worked  from  withoul  tor  so  long.  I 
teel  ii  is  time  we  tried  10  work  wtlhm  the 


age  groups  The  younger  lesbians 
they  were  involved  m  more  street 
hassles  and  looked  a!  self-defence  as  a 
solution  They  also  saw  a  problem  in 
coping  wit  the  heteroseiua!  nluals  ol 
their  schools  and  peer  groups   In 
contrast,  many  older  lesbians  were  tired 
ot  the  fighting  and  expressed  a  need  lor 
places  to  meet  other  lhan  bars,  retreats 
were  proposed  Overall  it  was  agreed 
that  (here  was  no  antipathy  between  the 


pendent  candidate  with  no  political  affilia- 
tion and  his  aim  is  to  get  elected,  not  [ust 
lo  present  an  ideological  platform 

Madennans  platform  indudes  four 
main  planks: 

•  core  curnculum, 

•  compulsory  French- language  training 
in  all  elementary  schools; 

•  comprehensive  sex  education 
program,  mdudmg  an  unbiased  presen- 
tation of  homosexuality; 

•  teachers  nghl  to  stnke  'providing 
the  teachers  set  up  alternative  methods 
to  educate  children  dunng  stnkes) 

There  are  12  non-Catholic  positions  on 
the  17-member  Board,  six  elected  trom 
the  eastern  half  of  Ottawa  and  six  trom 
the  western  half  Madennan  is  running 
in  Ottawa  West. 

by  David  GarmalseQ 

Lesbians  move 
towards  national 
organization 

Last  Thanksgiving  weekend,  Odober  9- 
1 1 ,  Lesbians  ol  Ottawa  Now  (LOON) 
sponsored  their  first  major  organizational 
event.a  national  lesbian  conference  at 
the  University  ol  Ottawa.  This  new  group, 
which  is  not  related  to  the  Amencan 
National  Organization  of  Women  (NOW), 
was  ohgmally  formed  by  the  conference 
coordinating  committee  to  facilitate  the 
planning  ot  the  Ottawa  conference  How- 
ever, because  of  the  cohesive  effed  of 
this  first  endeavor,  the  members  of 
LOON  anticipate  an  active  future  in 
Ottawa's  lesbian  community. 

The  conference  was  attended  by 
approximately  320  women,  with  dele- 
gales  arnving  trom  both  coasts  Simul- 
taneous translation  was  provided  to 
ensure  the  conference  would  be  truly 
national  in  character. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  workshops 
and  speakers  were  scheduled  so  that  the 
delegates  could  intorm  themselves  and 
express  their  own  yiews  on  issues 
pertinent  to  lesbian  women  in  our 
sooety 

A  lesbian  feminist  lawyer  outlined  the 
extent  ol  legal  oppression  and  illustrated 
alternatives  useful  in  fighting  the 
heterosexism  of  the  courts.  She  paid 
spedal  attention  to  the  particularly 
emotional  issue  of  child  custody.  A 
represenl  alive  ol  the  Centre  d'enliaide 
homophile  de  Quebec  (Quebec  City 
homophile  counselling  service)  spoke  ot 
her  group's  ambition  to  defend  lesbian 
women  who  are  publidy  harassed  by 
employers,  landlords  and  society  in 
general. 

-  Workshops  explored  the  spectrum  of 
alternatives  available  to  homosexual 
women  and  the  calibre  of  much  of  the 
discussion  indicated  that  many  had 
made  pnmary  choices  in  their  lifestyles 
or  were  at  least  prepared  to  consider 
lesbian  issues  as  most  important  to 
them.  An  encouraging  atoiophere  of 
exchange  and  acceptance  prevailed 
during  these  workshops  and  concern  was 
expressed  about  the  damage  thai  has 
resulted  from  trashing  sisters  in  Ihe  past- 
It  was  clear  that  most  regarded  such 
practices  as  destructive,  isolating,  and 
contrary  10  the  theme  ol  unity  the  con- 
ference was  trying  to  promote 

The  two  workshops  Younger  Lesbians 
and  Older  Lesbians  discussed  the 
particular  problems  cha/adenstic  of  their 


ro  groups. 

Dunng  the  Dyke  Culture  and  the 
Lesbians  and  the  Media  workshops,  ihe 
women  looked  at  the  special  images 
lesbians  have  o'  themselves,  their 
humour,  dress,  and  style,  and  then 
attempted  10  resolve  the  dilemma  ol 
presenting  these  to  the  world   II  was 
submitted  that  a  network  ot  trusted 
media  people  be  built  so  lhat  any 
individual  or  group  will  be  inlerp'e'ed 
lairty 

A  similar  desire  was  voiced  dunng  ihe 
Lesbians  and  Therapy  workshop  a  need 
for  aware  therapists  who  do  not  regard  a 
woman's  lesbianism  as  the  cause  Ol  all 
her  problems  These  people  would  also 
be  instrumental  in  undoing  much  ol  the 
damage  already  done  by  the  ignorant 
and  m  building  the  credibility  ol  the 
healthy  homosexual. 

The  workshop  focusing  on  lesbian 
sexuality  was  a  boisterous  and  honest 
meeting  with  a  memorable  moment 
involving  a  woman  and  a  llower  during  a 
discussion  ol  romantidsm 

The  unique  bonds  among  lesbian 
women  were  illustrated  in  the  Community 
Of  Women  and  in  the  Lesbian  Wives  and 
Mothers  workshops.  A  vision  ol  Ihe 
soronty  of  women  and  their  children  as  a 
powerful  lite  lorce  emerged. 

These  workshops  also  established 
some  vital  political  precedents  Wages 
tor  Housework  darified  the  economic  dis- 
advantages Ol  the  lesbian  sexual  prefer- 
ence and  proposed  a  solution  Lesbian- 
feminism  was  examined  as  a  viable 
political  choice  A  significant  theme 
surfaced  dunng  Ihe  workshop  entitled 
Lesbian  Autonomy  —  Lesbian  Pride,  that 
was  the  need  tor  an  autonomous  lesbian 
coalition  m  Canada.  Pnmanly,  the  adive 
discussion  lhat  occurred  was  invaluable 
in  interpreting  the  meaning  of  this 
ambition.  The  women  in  attendance 
agreed  thai  this  affiliation  was  nol  a 
separatis  unit  and  did  not  discourage 
women  in  any  way  Irom  working  wilhin 
the  gay  or  women's  movements,  but 
rather  provided  a  vehicle  lor  lesbian 
women  lo  work  together  on  issues  thai 
they  teel  are  most  important  to  them  with 
the  knowlede  that  they  can  solid! 
response  nationwide. 

A  proposal  for  this  union  was  drawn 
up,  read,  and  passed  unanimously  by  the 
delegates  at  the  dosing  plenary  "That  a 
national  affiliation  ot  lesbians  and  lesbian 
organizations  be  formed,  in  order  to 
formulate  and  communicate  lesbian 
issues  and  concerns  . "  II  was  also  pro-  . 
posed  that  another  national  conlerenoe 
be  held  in  a  year's  time.  In  addition,  to 
fadlitate  a  communications  network  and 
Ihe  involvement  ot  lesbians  not  attending 
the  conference,  regional  officers  volun- 
teered lo  process  and  promote  the  priori- 
ties of  the  women  in  their  areas. 

The  weekend  appeared  to  be  a  social 
success  as  well;  there  was  a  dance,  a 
coffeehouse,  and  a  brunch,  all  of  which 
were  well  attended. 

The  women  who  attended  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference  seemed  revilalized 
by  the  positive  focus  of  the  gathering 
and  since  lhat  time  LOON  has  received 
feedback  indicating  Ihe  continuing  efforts 
of  women  to  establish  and  work  on  the 
priorities  of  lesbians  in  their  communities 
by  Rosemary  LIppertD 


breakdown  be  the  sole  cntenon  lor 
divorce 

These  recommendations,  wih  the 
exception  ot  the  one  on  rape,  are 
basically  identical  to  positons  adopted 
by  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalitwn 
INGflCj   NGFlC  has  no  position  on  rape 
laws 

The  recommendations  call  lor  repeal  ol 
current  laws  relating  to  rape  and  olher 
sexual  ottences  and  then  replacement 
wilh  lour  degrees  ot  sexual  assault 
offences 

The  new  criminal  offences,  which 
would  apply  to  male  as  well  as  lemale 
victims,  were  termed  sexual  pene- 
tration and  sexual  coniad,  wilh  more 
senous  offences  involving  violence  and 
severe  psychological  irauma 

The  proposals  would  do  away  with  all 
other  sexual  oltences  under  the  Code. 
including  mossl.  bestiality  and  gross 
indecency 

by  David  Garmalsel  1 


Reform  of  sex  laws 
proposed 

The  Federal  Advisory  Council  on  the 
Status  of  Women  has  called  on  ihe 
federal  government  lo  undertake  a 
complete  re-evaluation  of  the  Cnminal 
Code  provisions  relating  to  sexual 
otfences- 

The  30-member  coundl,  at  a  meeting 
in  Quebec  City  m  late  September, 
recommended  thai  gross  indecency  be 
abolished,  thai  the  rape  laws  be 
thoroughly  reformed  and  lhat  marriage 


Operation  $6,000 
progressing  slowly 

As  ol  November  1,  the  halfway  point  in 
Operation  $6,000.  $1,050  had  been 
raised  lor  Ihe  defense  ol  John  Damien, 
according  10  the  Coordinating  Office  of 
Ihe  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC) 

This  does  not  include  an  estimated 
$700  trom  a  Damien  Benetit  Dance  pul 
on  by  GATE  Edmonton 

In  addition,  many  groups  had  lund- 
raismg  activities  planned  for  the  first  two 
weeks  ol  November 

Operation  $6,000  is  a  national 
campaign  launched  by  NGRC  lo  help 
pay  Ihe  legal  cosis  ot  Damien'9  suil 
against  the  Ontano  R3dng  Commission 
tor  unjustified  dismissal.  Damien  was 
fired  because  he  is  gay 

by  David  GarmalseD 


Toronto 


PR  for  hate 

David  Scott-Atkinson  owns  a  Toronto 
public  relations  firm  wilh  dienls  such  as 
Canada  Dry,  Orlho  Pharmaceutical,  Dixie 
Quality  Foods.  Global  Television,  and  the 
Olympic  Coin  program. 
David  Scott-Atkinson  hales  gays 
And  David  Scott-Atkinson  has  ready 
access  to  the  major  media  to  propa- 
gate his  hate 

In  early  October,  Scott-Atkinson 
heard  a  CBC  radio  interview  with  Harvey 
Hamburg  of  Toronto  Area  Gays 
Hamburg  s  complaint  about  the  use  ot 
"queer"  in  a  CBC  interview,  and  his 
request  lo  be  called  a  "gay,'  sent  Scott- 
Atkinson  into  a  rage  Which  he  expres- 
sed. 

For  about  a  year  now,  this  man  has 
been  writing  a  column  for  The 
Misslssauga  News,  a  weekly  owned  by 
Ihe  Inland  Publishing  Company  (Not  to 
be  confused  with  the  other  Mississauga 
weekly,  the  Times,  whose  James  Bailey 
attacked  gays  in  his  column  on  Odober 
6.    SeeTBP#28) 

Scott-Atkinson's  next  column  lor  Ihe 
News,  sketching  across  all  six  columns 
of  the  front  page  of  the  edilonal  section 
and  outlined  in  red  ink,  was  called  "Fags, 
fruits,  fairies ."  Scott- Atkinson  said  of  two 
gay  people  he  knew  "I  wish  them  no 
harm  bul  if  I  was  told  while  eating  that 
either  of  them  had  been  gassed,  I  doubt 
if  I  will  pause  for  one  solitary  chew  ." 

Bul  he  didn't  slop  with  the  press  He 
phoned  CITY-TV.  asking  to  be  a  host  on 
thai  station's  "Free  tor  All"  talk  show, 
and  thai  Hamburg  be  his  guesl  CITY 
agreed  So  on  Sunday.  October  14,  the 
Metro  Toronto  viewing  audience  got  to 
hear  such  remarks  as    "I  don't  warn  you 
near  me  or  mine,  ultimately,  you  corrupt, 
you  re  evil  "  And     Gays,  I  am  lold,  have 
feelings     And:    I  don  I  see  anything  gay 
about  being  a  lag,  a  fairy,  a  poof,  or  a 
queer." 

And,  echoing  his  News  column  "I 
really  am  Ihe  most  kindly  loving  man. 
bul  if  somebody  gassed  your  tot,  I 
wouldn't  pause  10  eat  lor  a  moment 
The  CITY  switchboard  was  immedl- 
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Winter  is  cold  lime, 
snow  time,  time  to 

-  insulate  your  house 

-  buy  fireplace  equipment 

-  do  interior  renovations 

Winter  is  time  for 
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Do  it  yourself  building  supplies 
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Two  Locations  To  Serve  You  Better 


392QueenStE 
311  Queen  St.  E. 
Hours  8  am -6  pi 


Telephone 
364-6993 
Free  delivery  over  $25 


Special  people  have  special  requirements. 

We  understand  thaf  -  and  our  travel  consultants  can  advise 

you  on  the  how's,  where's  and  when's  in  a  friendly,  open 

manner. 

Special  groups  to  San  Juan  and  Miami  Beach/Fort 

Lauderdale. 

Call  us  tor  details. 
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TRAVEL 


TRAVEL   WITH   "YOU"    IN   HIND. 


Bookings  will  include  an  up-to-date  listing  of  selected  bars 
and  clubs. 
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Advocate,  The  Body 
Poi 1 1 k  Wand aie, 
Blueboy.  AM ei  Da* 
Cuddly  slutted  animals. 
"      ve  got  personality 
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IwRosedale: 
Gift  &  Tobacco 
'    Shop  :'■ 


All  your  stationery 
needs  plus  address 
books  and  dianes 
Christmas  napkins  and 
wrappings  tree  decor- 
ations and  cards 
Original.  Canadian 
Rural  Route  calendars 


At  the  perfect  price 

5%  10%  off 


atety  Hooded  witn  complaints   Program 
director  Vlad  Hendera.  obviously  upset. 
insisted  thai  he  had  nol  known  in 
advance  that  Scott -Atkinson  was  going 

do  more  than  object  lo  the  word 
3ay      I  woukJn'l  have  let  him  on  it  I'd 
known     Nevertheless.  Hendera  had 
expected  ai  least  some  malice,  he  had 
phoned  two  local  gay  groups  lo  send 
members  lor  the  studio  audience 
Another  source  at  Ihe  station  said  he 
ource,  not  Hendera)  had  known 
Scott- Atkinson  wanled  to  make  his  gas- 
sing statement,  but  had  asked  that  this 
he  deleted 

Since  its  inception  years  ago.  CITY 
has  provided  relatively  positive  images  ol 
gay  people  to  local  viewers  By  Thursday 
after  this  show,  CITY  had  decided  not  lo 
rebroadcast  the  taped  segment,  to  have 
Hamburg  back  the  following  Sunday  wilh 
a  more  sympathetic  interviewer,  and  to 

a  statement  dissociating  the  station 
tram  the  views  ol  the  man  Ihey  paid 
to  host  their  talk  show  Hendera 
promised  that  Scott- Atkinson  would  not 
be  invited  bar*  to  CITY-TV 

But  this  won'l  atlect  Scott- 
Atkinson,  who  is  already  a  media  darling 
He  whtes  a  regular  column  lor  Ihe  ad- 
vertising trade  journal  Marketing   He  is 
currently  under  contracl  to  CBC  to 
come  in  once  a  week  and  chitchat  with 
various  hosis  on  local  programs  "  He 
was  featured  in  an  article  in  Weekend 
Magazine  on  October  16  (the  same 
magazine  thai  turned  down  John 
Hofsess  s  story  on  Jane  Rule,  later 
printed  in  Books  In  Canada)  And  this 
season  he's  a  regular  panelisi  on  a  new 
national  CBC  game  show 

Ron  Lenyk,  editor  ol  The  Mississauga 
News,  indicated  that  Scott- Atkinson's 
columns  are  extremely  racist  and  sexist. 
bui  thai  ihey  are  edited  only  to  avoid 
ibel  or  slander  Lenyk  said  that  this 
particular  column  had  been  edited, 
adding   you  should  have  seen  the  parts  I 
look  out.'' 
Scott-Atkinson's  public  positions  are 
)l  taken  without  regards  lo  his  PR  firm 
Recently  he  used  his  access  to  Ihe 
media  10  campaign  againsl  the  Ontario 
Sunday- dosing  bill,  a  bill  widely  recog- 

ized  as  against  the  profit  interests  of  his 
client  Dixie  Quality  Foods. 

There  is  no  legal  means  for  gays  to 
dghl  Scott -Alkinson   The  Cnminal  Code 
forbids  inflammatory  rhetoric  directed 
against  specified  religious  or  ethnic 
groups,  but  does  nol  protect  gays  or  — 
another  favorite  Scott- Atkinson  target  — 
women 

Some  Toronto  activists,  frustrated  by 
Scott-Atkinson's  easy  access  to  the 
media  and  by  Ihe  absence  of  legal 
means  of  retort,  urged  gay  people  to 
write  or  phone  Scotl-Atkmson.  CITY,  the 
News,  and  CBC 


David  Scott-Atkinson 
(home)  740  Bexhill 
Mississauga,  Ontario 
(Phone   [416]  822-1077) 
(business) 
Scott-Alkinson  Viccari  Only  Inter 

national  Ltd. 
10  St.  Mary  Streel 
Toronto 

(Phone   [416]  964-7015) 
CITY-TV 
99  Queen  Street  East 
Toronto 

(Phone.  [416]  867-7979) 
The  Mississauga  News 
3125  WoKedale  Road 
Mississauga.  Ontario 
(Prune:  [416]  279-2211) 
CBC  Television 
1500  Branson  Avenue 
PO  Box  8478 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1G  305 


by  Michael  Lynch _ 

Lewis  reaffirms 
NDP  support  for 
gay  rights 

The  leader  of  the  New  Democratic 
offmal  opposition  m  Ontario  says  he 
believes  the  amendment  of  Ihe  Human 
Rights  Code  te  include  protection  tor  gay 


people  is  the  most  important  thing  his 
party  can  do  tor  Ontario  gays  However. 
he  sees  the  demands  ol  other  groups  as 
equally  pressing  and  doesn't  expect  the 
sexual  orientation  amendment  to  come 
about  until  the  Ton/  government  has 
acted  on  the  Code  Review  Committee's 
recommendations,  expected  shortly 

Stephen  Lewis,  speaking  October  27 
lo  a  capacity  crowd  at  York  University  s 
Osgoode  Hall  Law  School  in  Toronu. 
recalled  that  his  party  has  adopted  as 
policy  the  gay  movements  demand  that 
the  Code  be  amended  to  include 
legislated  civil  nghts  lor  gays  He  said  he 
had  had  meetings  with  officials  ol  the 
Ontano  Human  Rights  Commission  and 
had  urged  them  lo  act  immediately  on 
ihe  gay  demand  bui  thai  Ihese  meetings 
had  not  been  very  productive 

In  response  to  a  question,  he  added 
thai  both  the  NDP  and  Liberal  caucuses 
support  amendment  ol  the  Code  and 
said  that  members  from  both  parlies  had 
made  unsuccessful  previous  attempts  m 
fhe  legislature  to  have  ihe  Code 
amended  without  lurther  delay  Well- 
informed  sources  say  the  Conservative 
caucus  will  agree  to  a  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" amendment  it  the  Commission 
recommends  it  as  is  expected 

by  Paul  TrollopeD 


No  Hallowe'en 
mask  for 
homophobia 

Continuing  a  long  tradition,  hundreds  ot 
Toronlo  homophobes  gathered  on  Yonge 
Streel  Halloween  nighl  to  hurl  eggs, 
tomatoes,  apples  and  crude  insults  at 
passing  gays. 

Toronlonlans  have  come  to  expect  a 
parade  ol  transvestites  on  Yonge  Sireel 
on  this  evening  each  year  They  gather 
there  lo  take  in  whal  they  apparently 
consider  an  amazing  sight  drag  queens 
walking  from  one  bar  lo  anofher  along 
Ihe  street. 

In  fact,  this  year  there  were  few  drag 
queens  ouiside  Those  lo  be  found  were 
inside  the  Parkside,  where  the  atmos- 
phere contrasted  markedly  with  the 
streel  scene.  Perhaps  in  relief  Irom  the 
ugliness  and  hostility  outside,  people 
were  friendlier  and  more  relaxed  than 
usual  in  the  bar  and  the  mood  was 
lestrve  The  only  parade  in  view  was  the 
one  that  ended  in  the  washroom,  cheers 
and  good  will  met  Ihe  passing  transves- 
tites. 

In  the  absence  of  an  adequate  supply 
ol  drag  queens  ihe  street  crowd  set  upon 
anyone  who  appeared  to  be  gay  The 
numerous  cops  in  attendance  did  nothing 
to  disperse  the  mob,  seemingly  satisfied 
with  this  mstitufionatized  oulpourmg  ol 
hatred  againsl  gays  as  long  as  M  kept 
just  this  Side  o'  open  violence 

Those  familiar  with  this  annua)  ritual 
said  there  were  fewer  participants  than 
usual  this  year  One  remarked.  "It's  an 
indication  fhat  change  in  public  attitudes 
towards  gays  is  both  limited  and  incom- 
plete; a  lot  of  work  remains  to  be  done 

No  gay  organization  was  visibly 
present  during  the  open,  massive 
expression  of  hate  against  the  gay  com- 
munity 

by  David  GlbsonO 


Lesbians  plan 
centre 

As  a  result  ot  the  initiative  ot  a  number 
ol  individuals  during  and  since  the 
National  Lesbian  Conlerence  which  look 
place  in  Ottawa  lasi  October,  women  ot 
Toronto's  lesbian  community  have  begun 
to  meet  regularly  to  discuss  common 
problems  and  goals 

On  November  7  one  ol  these  meetings 
unanimously  agreed  to  lorm  the  Toronto 
Lesbian  Organization   ThB  new  organiz- 
ation has  set  as  its  first  task  investi- 
gating ihe  establishment  of  a  lesbian 
centre  The  women  hope  that  the  cenlre 
will  meet  many  needs  ot  trie  lesbian 
community  rut  currently  being  met;  a 
phone  distress  line,  3  drop-m,  a  meeling 
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oiaoe  and  office  and  "d*  W*806  to' 
o^.zafcons  that  are  already  se-wig 
some  needs 

by  Chris  Beerchell- 


Gay  youth 
organizes 

The  youth  of  (he  Saskatoon  Gay 
Community  Centre  have  formed  the  Gay 
Association  ol  Youth  The  Association, 
which  held  its  first  meeting  Odober  id. 
Is  only  the  second  gay  youth  group  in 
Canada 

In  an  announcement  in  Ihe  Centre  s 
newsletter,  'he  Association  said  its  aim  is 
to  provide  young  gays  under  the  age  ol 
21  a  place  lo  meet,  have  lun.  and 
discuss  certain  problems  specific  to  our 
sexuality,  such  as  parents,  age  of 
consent,  elc  " 

The  Association  intends  lo  inform  local 
high  school  guidance  departments  of  its 
existence  and  to  request  their  assistance 
in  making  Ihe  group  Known  lo  high 
school  studenls 


Coalition  sees 
progress  in  many 
I  areas 

The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontano  (CGRO)  held  its  regular 
Sleenng  Committee  meeting  in  Hamil- 
ton October  10. 

In  Ihe  reports  of  member  organiz- 
ations it  was  stated  that  about  $5500 
had  been  collected  lor  the  John  Damien 
Defence  Fund  since  September  I 
Various  groups  indicated  that  they  were 
planning  lund-raising  events. 

Windsor  Gay  Unity  and  McMaster 
Homophile  Association  announced  that 
they  had  contacted  a  number  of  unions 
concerning  the  protection  ol  gays  m  labor 
codes  and  union  contracts. 

In  the  area  ol  lesbian  involvement  in 
Ihe  movement.  GATE  Toronto  reported 
[he  formation  of  an  active  lesbian 
caucus.  McMaster  Homophile  Associ- 
ation the  formation  of  Gay  Women  ol 
Hamilton,  and  CHAT,  that  Iheir  organiz- 
ation would  be  emphasizing  lesbian 
issues  The  conference  passed  a  motion 
of  solidanty  with  the  National  Lesbian 
Conlerence  and  committed  itself  to 
support  actively  the  lesbian  struggle. 
II  was  also  decided  thai  the  term 
"sexual  orientation"  was  the  one  that 
should  be  used  in  the  Human  Rights 
Code. 

Gays  of  Ottawa  presented  a  paper  on 
education  in  which  they  recommended 
lhat  groups  establish  contact  with  vanous 
organizations,  expressing  willingness  to 
conduct  public  education  on  homosexu- 
ality 

The  next  annual  CGRO  Conference 
will  be  held  m  Toronto  in  January  where 
the  theme  will  be  education 

by  David  Gibson  D 


Do  you  want  to 
see  our  queer 
pass? 

The  live  members  of  the  Be^ey 
Musk:  Collective,  who  have  been  our. 

mg  the  United  Stales,  tried  recently  to 
S  in  a  visit  iocs-, 
appearing  m  St  Louis  two  days  laier 
They  arrived  at  our    tree'  border 
November  9  with  their  instruments, 
sound  equipment,  records  and  song- 
books  wen.  it  was  no  use  —  Ihey 
couldn't  hide  their  strength,  Biefl  CW 
Mence  as  dykes  innocei.''.  : 
sireich  sisterhood  across  ft"™ 
boundaries  Besides,  a  search  of  the.r 
truck  was  answer  enough  And  who 
do  they  thmk  they  are.  then.  10  jusl 
bring  their  perversion  mto  our 
Canadian  homes'  They  spent  several 
frustrating  hours  at  Canadian 
Customs  while  the  lemale  otliaal 
called  her  superior  and  consulted  her 
requlation  book  on  the  matter   In  the 
end  they  were  reluctantly  given  a 
ministerial  permil  to  enter  Ihe  country 
on  the  condition  that  they  would  not 
perform  musically  and  would  be 
willing  10  posl  a  S150  bond  to  ensure 
itielr  return. 

At  present,  gay  civil  rights  gioups 
are  fighting  lor  changes  In  our  immi- 
gration system  which  prohiDHs  homo- 


s«-uals  from  entering  C  B  ' 
also  applies  to  thos*  ot  IK 
United  Stales  On  numerous  occas- 
ions lesbians  m  Toronto  have  been 
Stopped  from  entry  into  the  US  on  Ihe 
grounds  of  lesbianism   It  we  want  to 
bear  powerful  musicians  like  the 
Berkeley  Collective,  we  have  lo  do 
something  about  Ihis1 

.-seeing  m  Toronto,  the 
Music  Collective  met  some  lesbians  in 
the  short  l.me  that  they  were  hei 

id  teen  possible  lo  hea'  them 
cause  lesbians  ool  nalural 
rhythm     Mrom  The  Bloods  on  their 
album) 

Can't  you  |ust  imagine,    three 
hve  musicians  Sleeping  in  your  living 
room    and  not  able  to  perform  lor 
you"*  We  are  so  starved  for  good 
music  that  doesn't  brush  polillcs 
aside,  that  doesn't  only  speak  of  love 
or  separatism,  and  starved  too  tor 
music  that  makes  us  dance  and  shoui 
and  reinforce  our  strength  as  lesbians. 

Let's  see.  m  Ontano  there  ob- 
viously wouldn't  be  time  to  obtain  a 
liquor  licence  nor  would  there  be  time 
enouqh  to  publicize  it  property  Ah. 
but  lesbians  have  just  about  the 
strongest  informal  grapevine  the  wortd 
has  seem  The  Three  of  Cups  Coffee- 
house would  be  me  logical  feminist 
group  lo  co-sponsor  an  evening  like 
this.  And  It  would  be  a  busy  nighl  with 
much  high  energy  Bonnie,  the  organ 


player,  can  end  ihe  evening  by  caidh 

ing  our  collective  attention  with  an 

emotonal  song  about  toa*  ol  rape 

As  a  true  collective,  they  do  nol 

member  band,  ihe  sound  lechniaan 
t»mg  the  woman  who  produces 
quality  music  tor  the"  performances 
They  also  practice  collectivity  m  their 
music  as  demonstrated  so  well  on 

ments  for  each  song,  As  Susan 
humorously  put  it.  "We  re  so  collec- 
tive, we  re  afraid  to  get  good  at  one 

thing  "  Neither  do  they  have  the 
traditional  lead  singer  as  so  many 
bends  do.  but  each  person  sings  her 
own  ongmal  song  Over  the  last  two 
and  a  hall  years,  they  have  supported 
each  other  through  the  lows  and  highs 
Of  the  collective  process  and,  at  the 
same  time,  have  managed  to  turn  oul 
a  really  fine  women's  band  to  keep 
the  rest  ol  us  going, 

They  enjoyed  Toronto,  and  fhey 
want  to  come  back  The  border, 
though,  presents  a  problem.  How  will 
we  be  allowed  to  en|oy  each  other 
unless  we  face  the  fact  thai  sisier 
hood  Is  more  than  a  feeling  We  must 
act  lo  Stop  nattonal  boundary  laws 
that  keep  us  from  one  another  —  next 
lime,  think  before  you  take  mat  wlntBf 
trip  to  Florida  For  some  people,  it 
won' I  happen 

by  Pal  Leslie:    , 


Windsor 


Shakeup  for  Gay 
Unity 

Following  a  meeting  called  to  discuss 
the  state  ol  the  gay  liberation  movement 
in  Windsor  a  complete  reorganization  of 
Windsor  Gay  Unity  has  occurred  The 
meeting  took  place  at  the  Riiz.  the  dtys 
only  gay  bar. 

Although  the  group  recently  had  a 
membership  list  of  over  seventy  people, 
Ihe  great  majonty  were  Interested  only  in 
the  half  price  admission  charged  to 
members  at  social  events  sponsored  by 
the  organization.  It  had  become  impos- 
sible to  obtain  a  quorum  al  meetings  and 
the  highly  specific  constitution  was  both 
unworkable  and  unchangeable 

A  partial  solution  to  these  problems 
was  found  in  the  dissolution  of  ihe  old 
organization  and  the  creation  ol  a  new 
one  The  new  group  has  the  same  name 
and  goals,  bul  a  considerably  more 
flexible  structure 

A  treasurer  and  a  sleenng  committee 
were  elected  for  a  term  of  three  months 
All  actions  ol  the  committee  will  be 
reviewed  at  general  meetings  to  be  held 
the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each 
month. 

The  members  of  the  steenng  com- 
mittee at  present  are  Jim  Davies,  Jim 
Monk.  John  Stevens.  Bill  McCarthy, 
Barry  Adam  and  Dan  Kahramanian. 
McCarthy  is  also  serving  as  treasurer. 

A  number  of  people  have  recently 
shown  an  interest  in  working  in  the  or 


ganization   An  ad  m  The  Windsor  Star 
was  the  contact  point  lor  many  new 
people  A  new  publisher  has  changed 
the  paper's  policy  of  refusing  ads  from 
gay  organizations 

by  Jim  MonkQ 


Ottawa 


Gay  exclusion  to 
be  dropped  from 
new  Immigration 
Act 


camps  during  World 


1     symbol  gay  people  i 
December/ January 


on  behalf  ol  Gays  of  Or 

nbrance  Day   Novembei 

of  thousands  ol  gay  people  who  losi  inei 

— '    ear  in  ■  row  thai  Gays  of  Ottawa  has  laid 
wreath  Includes  a  pink  Wangle,  the 
concentration  camps. 


Long-awaifed  immigration  legislation  to 
replace  the  present  Immlgralion  Act  has 
been  prepared  lor  introduction  in 
Parliament  and  informed  sources  say  Ihe 
new  Act  will  contain  no  reference  to 
homosexuality.  The  gay  movement  has 
been  agitating  against  such  references 
for  several  years 

The  present  Ac!  includes  an  absolute 
bar  agamsl  the  admission  to  Canada  ol 
homosexuals,  prostitutes,  epileptics,  and 
those  said  to  be   living  off  ihe  avails  of 
homosexualism  or  prostitution     The  Act 
presently  also  includes  prohibitions  agamsl 
those  who  have  committed  an  illegal 
act  involving  "moral  turpitude 
Would-be  visitors  and  students  as  well 
as  immigrants  are  affected  by  the  law 

A  resume  o!  the  new  act  circulated  to 
immigration  Ministry  staff  states  that  the 
prohibited  classed  have  been  revised  to 
remove  archaic  provisions  with  a  new 
approach"  that  would  no  longer  consist 
in  cataloguing  specific  diseases, 
disabilities  and  moral  infirmities. 

The  new  act  is  said  to  incorporate  the 
recommendations  of  ihe  Special  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee  on  immigration 
Policy,  both  in  its  approach  lo  overall 
policy  and  in  many  points  ol  detail  The 
Committee,  which  reported   November 
6   1975,  recommended  with  reservations 
trial  homosexuals  no  longer  be  included 
among  (he  prohibited  classes  as  they 
are  under  the  present  Act. 

The  proposed  legislation  is  to  consoli- 
date several  existing  pieces  of  legis- 
lation into  one  document  which  will    set 
forth  in    a  dear  lashion.  lor  the  public 
all  the  maior  features  of  the  immigration 
process  .step  by  step. "  All  lundamentai 
matters  ol  policy,  the  resume  says,  will 
be  incorporated  in  the  legislation  itsell 
so  that  the  public  can  have  a  bener  idea 
of  the  objectives  and  scheme  of  immig- 
ration law 

At  present  a  greal  deal  of  immigration 

policy  does  nol  appear  In  the  legislation 

at  all  bul  comes  from  internally 

generated  Ministry  regulations  with  the 

force  of  law  and  from  semi-secret  policy 


manuals  and  guidelines  These  have  no 
legal  status  and  are  difficult  to  fighl 
because  their  exact  nature  is  often  not 
known  and  they  are  unavailable,  to  legal 
counsel 

The  new  act  will  also  include  a 
number  ot  changes  lo  immigration  pro- 
cedures designed  to  safeguard  the  civil 
rights  of  persons  subject  to  removal 
from  Canada    The  inquiry  process  is  lo 
be  made  fairer  and  will  be  applicable  to 
all  cases  Detentions  will  be  subject  to 
review  and  "alternate  forms  ol  removing 
people  from  Canada  (which  are]  less 
harsh  than  deportation"  are  to  be  intro- 
duced Presenl  procedures  in  some 
cases  do  not  even  afford  the  righl  to  a 
heanng 

Sources  indicale  thai  under  the  new 
ad  it  will  be  within  the  discretion  ol  the 
individual  immigration  officer  to  admil  or 
deny  admission  to  a  gay  person  The 
exercise  of  discretion  by  such  officers 
Sources  indicale  lhat  under  Ihe  new 
act  it  will  be  within  the  discretion  ol  the 
individual  immigration  officer  lo  admil  or 
deny  admission  to  a  gay  person.  The 
exerdse  of  discretion  by  such  officers  is 
expeded  to  play  a  much  larger  p3rt 
lhan  under  the  present  Ad.  which 
expliatly  forbids  such  admissions 
The  effed  of  procedures  to  be 
administered  by  an  army  ol  under- 
qualified  immigration  officers  who  were 
trained  and  gained  all  their  expenence 
under  the  present  system  may  be  less 
than  satisfactory  But  if  ihe  right  to  a 
heanng  is  made  universal,  as  the  docu- 
ment states,  there  will  at  least  be  a  way 
to  light  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  dis- 
cretion by  homophobic  immigration 
officers. 

There  is  no  indication  as  to  when  the 
new  legislation  will  be  introduced. 

by  Paul  TrotlopeQ 


No  protection  for 
gays  in  Human 
Rights  Act 

The  federal  government  appears  deter 
mined  to  go  ahead  with  its  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act  minus  sexual  onen- 
tation.  despite  representations  from  the 
gay  movemenl  and  from  non-gay 
associations. 

Ever  since  the  government  indicated  m 
early  Odober  that  legislation  creating  Ihe 
Ad  was  being  reintroduced.  Justice 
Minster  Ron  Bastord's  office  has  been 
bombarded  with  letters  urging  that  sexual 
orientation  be  included  among  ihe  pro- 
hibrled  categories  ol  discrimination. 

According  lo  the  Coordinating  Office  of 
the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC),  al  least  len  of  its  33  member 
groups  have  written  to  Basford.  as  have 
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Sex 

is  not  enough 

Buy  a  pet 

and  a  plant  too  at 

^nd  p/anfs 

Tropical  fish,  reptiles,  small  mammals 
and  birds.  .,  n. 

Tropical  house  plants,  pots,  soil,  and 
jardinieres. 

1561  Bayview  Ave.  (near  Millwood) 
Toronto  (416)  484-8B85  
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s  Co- 


|3vfe  deliver 


Mon-Thurs  4  pm  to  1  am 
Frl  &  Sal  *  pm  to  2  am 
Sunday  4  pmio  midnight 


Try  our  unique 
Sicilian  pizza 


236  Davenport  Road 

(Just  West  of  Avenue  Road) 

Toronto 


929-3311 


Weareinthe 


"SkirfSTade 


Now  for  the  first  time  in  Toronto  you  can  trade  in  your  tired 
dried  out,  oily  or  hairy  skin  tor  a  skin  you'll  want  to  stay  in. 

We  have  treatments  and  beautifying  processes  for  every  type 
of  skin  problem. 

If  you  care  about  your  appearance,  don't  let  it  stop  with  buying 
a  new  wardrobe.  "Clothes  maketh  the  man,"  only  if  the  skin  is 
beautiful. 

Treat  yourself  to  a  Swiss  herbal  steam  treatment  and  relaxing 
body  massage,  using  only  the  finest  precious  oils. 

A  complete  personalised  skin  analysis  and  facial  using  only 
biological  products. 

For  a  hair  raising  experience,  try  our  European  wax  treatment, 
that  leaves  your  skin  silky  smooth 


We  care  for  your  skin  in  comfortable 
surroundings  in  a  private,  relaxing 
atmosphere. 

By  appointment  —  (416)  960-0600 

400  Walmer  Road 

Park  Towers  East 

Professional  Suite  132 

Toronto 

(1  block  west  of  Spadina  at  St.  Clair) 


a  dozen  or  mope  individuals, 
ordmating  Office  itself  has  wntten 
Baslord  three  times  (the  first  lime  on 
Augusl  30)  So  far  Bastard  has  not 
replied  to  any  ot  the  letters 

The  federal  Advisory  Council  on  the 
Status  ot  Women,  the  Canadian  Associa- 
tion of  University  Teachers  and  (he 
Canadian  Federation  of  Civil  Liberties 
and  Human  Rights  Associations  have  all 
made  representations  io  Basford  calling 
for  the  inclusion  of  sexual  onentation 

In  a  letter  to  NGRC,  Lome  Nystrom, 
NDP  Member  of  Parliament  tor 
Yorirton-Melvtlle  (Saskatchewan)  says 
that  his  colleague  Stuart  Leggatt  (NDP 
Justice  Cntic)  mlends  to  contact  Bastord 
to  ask  him  "to  Include  an  amendment  to 
the  Human  Rights  Bill  which  would  safe- 
guard homosexuals  in  Canada  from  dis- 
crimination in  the  same  manner  that 
other  minonty  groups  are  afforded  pro- 
tection " 

I  feel  that  we  should  follow  the  pre- 
cedenl  eslablished  by  our  provincial 
counterparts  in  the  Ontario  NDP," 
Nystrom  said 

Ontano  NOP  Party  policy  calls  for  the 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  ihe 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

Nystrom  s  letter  does  not  say  if  the 
NOP  would  be  prepared  to  move  an 
amend  men  I  either  in  Committee  or  in  the 
House  In  a  letter  to  all  MPs  in  the 
lederal  NDP  caucus,  the  NGRC  Co- 
ordinating Office  requested  such  an 
amendment 

The  Coordinating  Office  has  written 
Prime  Minister  Trudeau,  Secretary  ol 
State  Roberts.  Opposition  Leader  Clark 
and  the  entire  Liberal  caucus  seeking 
support  tor  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orien- 
tation. II  has  also  written  some  40 
national  associations  lor  support, 
including  the  Canadian  Labour  Con- 
gress and  the  United  Church  of  Canada, 
two  groups  which  have  called  for  the  in- 
clusion ol  sexual  orientation  in  the 
i  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 
I     Gays  for  Equality  in  Winnipeg  has 
written  to  all  Manitoba  MPs  on  this  issue 
When  Ihe  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
was  first  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  July  1975,  the  prohibited 
categones  ot  discrimination  were  race, 
national  or  ethnic  ongin,  colour,  religion, 
age,  sex  and  marital  status 

When  NGRC  protested  the  exclusion 
ot  sexual  onentation,  then  Justice  Minis- 
ter Otto  Lang  replied  that  the  government 
wanted  the  new  Commission  to  begin 
working  in  areas  where  precedents 
already  existed  —  a  reference  to  the  fact 
that  sexual  orientation  is  noi  found  in 
any  provincial  human  rights  codes  in 
Canada. 

In  reintroducing  the  Act  this  year,  the 
government  has  added  another  pro- 
hibited category  of  discnmination, 
physical  handicap,  a  category  not  found 
in  any  of  the  provincial  codes. 
So  the  government  can 
Nevertheless,  Justice  Minister  Basford 
told  a  reporter  from  Canadian  University 
Press  as  late  as  the  first  week  of 
November  that  sexual  onentation  was 
being  left  out  because  he  wanted  the 
Commission  Io  start  off  in  areas  where 
there  were  already  precedents 

Basford  did  say  that  sexual  orientation 
might  be  included  at  some  time  in  the 
future. 

The  legislation  was  expected  to  be 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
mid-November.  It  probably  will  noi  reach 
the  Justice  Committee,  where  the  NGRC 
■s  to  be  able  to  make  a  presentation, 
until  early  in  1977. 

'  the  meantime,  the  Coordinating 
Office  is  urging  everyone  to  write  KT 
Basford,  to  the  local  MPs  and  to  the 
media. 

by  David  GarmalseQ 
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Gay  students 
under  attack  for 
organizing 

Conservative  forces  are  calling  for  the 
dissolution  of  a  homosexual  group  ai 
Bnsbarte's  Kelvin  Grove  College  ol 


Advanced  Education.  Ihe  principal  insti- 
tution lor  Ihe  training  ol  teachers  in  the 
stale  o'  Queensland  The  stale  is 
governed  by  Ihe  conservative  National 
and  Liberal  parties 

Last  August  the  nghi-wmg  Community 
Standards  Organization  began  a  cam- 
paign to  have  the  newly  lormed  Homo- 
sexual and  Lesbian  Group  banned  trom 
the  campus 

The  Organization's  Secretary  says 
"Many  parents  would  view  (his  as  a 
threat  to  school  children  "  The  exis- 
tence ol  the  Group  has  also  been  linked 
to  alleged  deterioration  in  Ihe  standard 
ol  schooling  at  the  College 

The  College  director  upheld  Ihe  nght  ol 
the  Group  to  exist  August  26,  but 
threatened  to  lake  action  it  it  used  Ihe 
College  name  The  rationale  offered  was 
that,  since  such  a  group  went  against 
social  mores  and  its  individual  members 
could  by  definition  commii  illegal  acls, 
the  College  name  could  not  be  assod- 
ed  with  it  in  any  way. 
The  College  Council  reversed  this 
decision  September  22,  saying  it  did  not 
accept  that  it  had  the  nght  to  censor 
The  Homosexual  and  Lesbian  Group 
welcomed  this  ruling  as  a  small  but 
significant  win  for  homosexuals."  The 
Group  wenl  on  to  state.  "Our  group  will 
continue  to  fight  —  in  the  education 
system  as  in  the  wider  society  —  for  the 
acceptance  ol  homosexuality  as  a  valid 
and  positive  lifestyle " 

The  Queensland  Minister  for  Education 
subsequently  announced  that  student 
teachers  who  participate  in  homosexual 
organizations  should  not  assume  they 
will  be  employed  after  graduation 
This  statement  exposes  hundreds  ol 
teachers  Io  witch-hunting  and  the  ihreai 
ot  dismissal. 

A  demonstration  organized  by  the 
homosexual  movement  in  Brisbane 
brought  out  aboul  a  hundred  people  As 
Kelvin  Grove  College  closed  lor  the 
yearly  examinations,  studenls  in  their  last 
year  had  no  guarantee  that  they  would 
be  employable  in  1977 

by  Craig  Johnston  □ 


France 


French 

Communists  take 
new  look  at  gays 

Although  apparently  unaware  of  the 
position  recently  taken  by  the  Commu- 
nis! Party  ol  Great  Britain  on  gay  liberation 
(See  The  Body  Politic,  November 
1976),  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
French  Communis!  Party  decided  in 
September  to  hold  an  internal  workshop 
on  homosexuality   The  workshop  will  be 
chaired  by  Central  Committee  member 
Pierre  Juquin   Psychoanalyst  Dr  B 
Muldworf  has  been  invifed  to  partici- 
pate 

Other  participants  in  the  workshop  will 
include  gay  members  of  the  Party,  but 
no  gay  activists  have  been  invited  to 
attend  Such  a  possibility,  however,  has 
not  been  rejected  by  the  Ceniral 
Committee, 

The  decision  to  hold  this  workshop 
represents  an  important  change  in  the 
attitude  ot  the  Party  leadership  toward 
gay  people  During  the  last  tew  years  the 
Party's  position,  as  expressed  in  public 
statements,  has  been  that  homosexuality 
nas  nothing  to  do  with  the  workers' 
movement,  that  it  is  an  aristocratic  per- 
version, and  even  that  homosexuals  help 
the  bourgeois  government  to  rule  over 
the  workers.  The  Party's  new  evaluate 
should  be  made  public  before  the  end  of 
the  year 

Gay  organizations  in  France  have 
asked  all  political  parties,  through  the 
National  Assembly,  to  support  their 
demands  lor  the  repeal  ot  two  anti- 
gay  paragraphs  in  the  ufimmal  law.  They 
also  want  protection  lor  gay  people 
against  discrimination  in  employment,  in 
the  army,  and  in  housing,  m  the  same 
way  thai  women  and  racial  minorities  are 
now  protected 

from  Association  pour 

la  liberie  des  pcderastes 

et  des  homosexuels 
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Marie  Robertson 

Upfront  dyke  and  loving  woman 


by  Gerald  Hannon 


The  night  before  she  was  in  white-lace 
with  starburst  eyes,  a  smear  of  red  lips 
down  lo  here,  and  a  pin-on  nose  lhat  - 
must  be  standard  gear  at  Birtgltng 
Brothers  Fat  braces  and  baggy  pants  — 
Mane  Robertson  was  having  tun 
Midnight  on  Halloween  she,  other 
women  and  a  lot  ol  gay  men  were  tear- 
ing up  the  dance  door  al  a  Gays  ol 
Ottawa  costume  dance  and  trom  where 
Im  sitting  she's  |ust  visible,  popping 
up  now  and  then  between  a  Dracuta- 
drag  number  and  something  indetermin- 
ate, but  rather  like  a  daisy  in  a  grade 
school  production  ol  "Waltz  of  the 
Flowers" 

"She  speaks  her  mind  —  always  has 
Forcelully  —  she's  opinionated  and  that 
scares  some  people  I  like  her "  That 
Irom  a  mutual  Inend  I  am  sharing  a  table 
with   I  had  heard  other  opinions 
1      Next  day  and  our  appointment  ts  al  12 
bul   could  you  make  it  one  or  so'"  and 
the  voice  is  a  little  luzzy  H  was  a  good 
JTnce 

At  one  or  so  Mane  Robertson  is 
relaxing  on  the  living  room  sola,  legs 
lucked  under,  carefully  crocheting  her 
way  through  what,  il  it  had  been  pink  or 
blue  and  not  beige,  would  be  suspi- 
ciously like  a  baby  blanket 

it  is. 

"I  mink  I'll  be  a  great  mother "  Mane  is 
24  years  old,  one  ol  Ottawa's  most  up- 
troni  lesbians,  one  month  pregnant  and 
answenrtg  my  question  why.  "Most 
dykes  who  are  mothers  are  mothers 
because  they  married  and  had  kids 
before  they  knew  where  they  were  at 
sexually  The  kids  come  out  ol  a  straight 
mamage,  and  it  she  divorces  and  wants 
to  keep  them  she's  got  one  hell  ol  a 
legal  battle  on  her  hands  I've  always 
wanted  a  child,  I  Ihtnk  I'm  ready,  and  I 
think  it's  great  that  my  kid  is  going  to  be 
raised  among  up-tronl  dykes  and  loving 
women  I  can  even  face  il  now  if  it  turns 
out  lo  be  a  boy'1' 

Next  question  how?  There  was 
something  about  her  making  il  with  a 
straight  man  that  boggled  —  I  couldn't 
help  but  feel  that  the  combination  would 
self-destruct 

"I  really  care  aboul  Greg,  and  I  wanted 
the  lather  lo  be  a  gay  man  So  I  arti- 
ficially inseminated  mysett  with  Greg's 
sperm  We  read  up  about  it.  got  my 
doctor's  advice  and  just  kept  trying  Last 
month  it  worked." 

I  am  talking  with  a  woman  whose  lace 
frames  the  quiet  ovals  of  a  Modigiiani, 
but  that  placidity  is  belied  by  a  body  that 
moves  oul  at  you  when  she  lalks.  hands 
that  gesture,  the  body  equivalent  of  the 
scratchy  nervousness  that  enlivens 
Modigliani's  women  She  is  opinionated 
—  "I  tend  lo  be  mouthy"  —  a  middle 
child  in  a  Hamilton  home  where  being 
independent  meant  being  a  rebel,  where 
trying  to  assert  your  individuality  was 
seen  as  a  flirtation  with  delinquency,  and 
where  the  refusal  to  be  a  nice  girl  and  a 
good"  daughter  meant  being  kicked  oul 
at  17 

Out  at  17  and  into  sharing  a  house 
with  2  gay  men.  and  beginning  to  face 
Ihe  fad  that  the  people  she  was 
attracted  to  emoiionaily  and  sexually 
were  women  That  didn't  drive  her  into  a 
heavy  guilt  Irtp,  but  it  did  raise  one  very 
significant  problem   meeting  other  dykes 
(And  when  you  re  wilh  Marie  you  talk 
about   dykes  or  "lesbians"  —  "Gay. 
women  doesn  i  encompass  Ihe  idea  of 
feminism  lor  me.  and  I  don't  wani  to  be 
Ihe  flip  side  of  gay  man  )  Thai  could 
have  meanl  hanging  around  Hamilton  s 
one  bar.  or  heading  to  Toronto  on 
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weekends  tor  total  immersion  in  ihe  only 
slightly  larger  commercial  dyke  world 
here  But  not  tor  Marie  She  and  live 
other  people  started  Hamilton /McMasier 
Homophile  Association  Though  Marie 
definitely  wanted  lo  gel  in  louch  with 
other  dykes,  she  was  also  enraged  at 
the  kinds  ol  things  thai  were  happening 
to  the  gay  men  she  knew  Hamilton  was 
not.  and  is  not  now,  a  greal  place  lo  be 
gay  Before  long  Hamilton  McMaster 
Homophile  Association  began  lo  offer  (he 
kind  ol  alternative  meeting  place  and 
consciousness  raising  space  thai  the 
homosexual  community  in  Steel  City  had 
never  known  before.    . 

For  her,  it  worked  She  met  other 
dykes,  and  those  meetings  finally  led  her 
out  of  Hamilton  via  teacher's  college  and 
some  time  m  London,  Ont.,  to  Ottawa 
where  she  arrived  two  years  ago  and 
where  I'm  visiting  her  now,  the  two  of  us 
plopped  comfily  down  in  the  upper  hall 
ol  a  duplex  somewhere  along  the  hem  ol 
the  plain  gray  skirt  that  is  Ottawa 
There  are  some  moments  of  exhaustion 
in  the  conversation  —  we  pause.  Mane 
gives  Ihe  rather  dozy  looking  cat  some 
disturbingly  hearty  thwacks   II  rumbles 
appreciatively  and  spreads  out  for  more: 
"It's  a  masochisl",  she  explains,  "the 
only  one  on  the  block"  Puss  responds 
with  feline  adoration  to  one  more  affec- 
tionate pummelling 

We  turn  to  politics.  She  is  a  political 
person  The  headlong  nan-alive  of  a  tew 
moments  ago  slows  down  to  accomo- 
date the  deliberations  of  someone  who 
has  learned  that  to  be  involved  wilh 
people  on  a  political  basis  means  lo  be 
careful,  lo  be  sensitive  to  the  atmos- 
phere ol  Tierce  conviction  "I  wasted  a  lot 
ol  time  in  Gays  o1  Ottawa  trying  lo  get 
women  involved  Bul  1  feel  comfortable 
with  gay  men  I  feel  a  lot  ol  gay  men  are 
my  brothers  and  some  lesbians  are  not 
my  sisters.  Probably  being  m  GO  was  an 
important  step  tor  me  Bul  I  wanted  to 
work  with  Lesbians." 

Mane  is  one  of  the  women  who 
founded  Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  — 
LOON  The  acronym  itselt  has  some  ol 
Ihe  downbeat  humor  which  has  charac- 
terized many  of  Mane's  public  appear- 
ances —  anyone  who  can  refer  lo  hersell 
as  "iusl  another  dumb  Polish  dyke" 
knows  that  a  public  profile  is  too  serious 


ol  the  excitement  and  participation  of  the 
hundreds  of  lesbians  who  attended  Ihe 
Lesbian  Conference  in  Kingston  in  May 
ot  this  year  At  that  poini  il  was  decided 
to  hold  a  conference  in  Ottawa,  and  the 
dozen  or  so  women  who  made  fnaf  a 
reality  decided  to  start  LOON.  "Working 
is  a  real  high  (or  me  now  because  I'm 
working  with  women   It  is  really  fantastic 
the  way  this  organization  has  attracted 
lesbians  —  noi  just  heavy  politicos,  bul 
lesbians  who  have  never  worked  in  an 
organization  before  They're  getting  in- 
volved in  a  way  they  probably  thought 
they  never  would." 

For  Mane,  that  is  jusl  one  bit  of 
evidence  that  autonomy  works,  that 
people  are  going  lo  organize  around  the 
issues  that  concern  them. 

"Ideological  splits  can  be  a  positive 
thing  —  people  don't  work  unless  it 
affects  their  lives.  There  should  be  a  lo! 
ol  alternatives  —  people  should  work 
where  they  want  to  be.  Listen,  Ihe  gay 
movement  should  stay  where  it  is  in 
terms  ot  pnonties  —  don't  adopt 
women's  issues  Support  them  —  yes. 
But  the  gay  male  movement  is  not  going 
to  get  men  oul  if  it  adopts  abortion  as  a 
pnority.  Or  even  lesbian  custody  (or  that 
matter." 

Custody  rights  for  lesbian  mothers 
matter  a  greal  deal  to  Marie  Robertson 
And  not  just  because  she  will  be  a  les- 
bian mother  hersell  in  less  ihan  a  year 
"H'S  a  real  lesbian  issue  A  lot  of  les- 
bians cant  come  out  because  they're 
married  and  have  kids  and  they  know 
that  almost  every  legal  decision  has 
gone  against  them.  It'll  be  a  lot  easier  to 
come  oul  if  a  lesbian  realizes  thai  a 
ludge's  decision  as  to  who  gels  the  kids 
wool  depend  on  her  sexual  orientation  " 
We  are  approaching  the  ragged  end  ol 
a  rainy,  dull,  city  afternoon  I  think  we 
are  both  a  little  tired.   The  really  tough 
thing  about  all  of  mis"  —  quiet  and 
deliberate  —  "is  finding  other  lesbians  It 
always  has  been.  You  gay  men  go  out  10 
the  bars,  the  baths  and  you've  got  a 
sizeable  segment  ot  your  community 
right  there.  A  lot  of  dykes  are  still 
bedding  down  in  Ihe  suburbs  wilh  a  hus- 
band, kids  and  a  lot  ol  misery." 

Maybe  that's  why  community  means 
so  much  to  her  Right  now  she  lives  with 
just  one  Other  person,  but  she  wants  that 


a  thmg  to  ireai  senously  LOON  grew  oul  I  situation  to  change  belore  Ihe  baby 


comes  along,  she  wants  to  live  m  a 
house  ol  loving  women  "I  can  be  a  real 
bitch  when  I'm  working  hard  bul  I've  got 
incredible  Inends  who  let  me  know  when 
I  m  being  that  incredible  bitch.  I  want  my 
child  growing  up  in  that  kind  ol  situation. 
Because  a  kid  mighl  (ind  it  really  tough  il 
there  were  just  the  two  ol  us 

We  are  slowing  into  a  reflective  mood 
now,  musings  about  where  she  is  in 
lerms  ol  the  lesbian  movement  There  is 
no  doubt  that  she  is  a  kind  ol  leader 
people,  men  and  women,  listen  when 
she  speaks  "Sure,  I  get  off  on  that  I 
love  speaking  to  people,  I  love  being 
asked  to  speak  at  rallies,  I  really  love  the 
excitement  ano  me  nervousness  ot  it  ' 
Slower  now    "I  haven't  always  been  a 
leader  And  because  I'm  in  that  position 
a  lot  of  the  lime  people  expect  me  to  be 
a  certain  kind  of  person  —  always 
independent,  always  dominant   People 
don't  give  me  the  chance  lo  be  the  other 
me  I  never  get  a  chance  to  be  a  marsh- 
mallow,  they  can't  believe  I  can  be  really 
dependent" 

"It's  tough  talking  about  relationships   I 
know  exactly  what  l  think  aboul  relating 
to  women,  to  lovers,  bul  thai  doesn't 
always  square  with  how  I  reel,  with  how  I 
deal  with  r/alities.  I  look  forward  to  a  lot 
of  relationships  —  rich  and  meaningful 
ones.  But  it's  tough  to  live  thai.  It  is 
really  hard  lor  women  to  escape  the 
monogamy  thing,  the  dependency  thing 
we  were  all  raised  tor " 

Mane  Robertson  has  a  pb  It's  a  quick 
change  ot  topic,  bul  the  whole  afternoon 
has  been  a  series  of  leaps  from  one 
theme  to  another,  keeping  up  with  a 
woman  who  talks  as  last  as  she  thinks. 
She  is  a  civil  servant  —  no  surprise  in 
Ottawa  —  and  works  for  the  Department 
of  Energy.  Mines  and  Resources,  lis  a 
big  department,  and  not  even/one  knows 
she's  a  lesbian,  bul  the  women  she 
works  with  on  a  dally  basis  know 

"Letting  them  know  was  easy  I  jusl 
manipulated  the  conversation  until  saying 
I  was  a  dyke  seemed  the  inevitable 
thing.  Sure,  they  were  ignorant  at  first, 
had  a  lot  of  questions  Some  ot  ihem 
pretty  stupid.  But  I'm  accepted  now   I 
do  my  job  —  being  a  dyke  doesn'l  make 
any  difference." 

I  prepare  to  go.  II  was  an  afternoon 
thai  could  have  moved  easily  into  the 
rapidly  advancing  twilight,  but  I  had  my 
own  promises  to  keep  We  stood 
together  in  the  foyer,  waiting  (or  the  cab, 
chatting  about  the  penis  and  excilements 
ol  relationships,  about  our  tentative 
experiments  with  alternatives  to  '  til  death 
do  us  part "  I  mention  the  baths  as  one 
of  the  sexual  outlets  for  gay  men  and  the 
moment  quickens. 

"Sometimes  I  really  wish  there  was 
something  like  thai  for  dykes.  The 
chance  to  gel  it  off  sexually  without 
having  to  have  the  feeling  thai  every 
sexual  encounter  was  a  promissory  note, 
the  beginning  ol  a  lifetime  relationship  " 
A  squeal  ot  tires,  the  cab  is  here.  I'm 
on  my  way.  The  afternoon  ends  wilh  that 
adventurous  bit  of  speculation. 

The  lesbian  community  in  Canada  is 
organizing.  A  nation-wide  conference  is 
planned  for  next  year,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  one  of  the  persuasive,  intelli- 
gent voices  working  with  other  women  lo 
plan  a  strategy  tor  the  lesbian  movement 
will  belong  to  Mane  Robertson   "People 
don't  work  unless  it  affects  their  lives  "  It 
is  nol  an  admission  of  selfishness  It  is 
saying  that  Marie,  and  people  like  her. 
show  us  that  stepping  into  our  own  lives 
means  stepping  into  a  community  that 
enriches  us  all   O 
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Indecent  Exposure 


m  new  to  this  oppressed  mkwrity  bus- 

iess  .      ,„ 

I've  always  been  fixedly  rooted  on  me 
iqhl  Side  ol  any  tracks  worth  menlion- 
ig  whiter  than  while,  my  Anglo-Saxon 
credentials  are  a  b>t  injmped-up.  out  I 
can  pass   Protestanl  —  we",  that  s 
slipped  a  little  bui  I  had  Confirmation 
before  I  had  Puberty  (I  once  got  an 
erection  white  lakmg  up  the  collection  a' 


Sunday  services , ' 


n  Martm  Luther. 


surely  could  claim  such  an  exalted 
religious  e-penence  ) 

We  used  to  si  al  Sunday  dinner  and 
discuss  Them    "They  actually  smell 
different,  have  you  noticed''     Truly  1 
have  nothing  agamsi  them,  bui  everyone 
knows  ihey  cant  be  Irusled  "  'H  <sn'i 
prejudice,  it  s  fact  they're  very  sharp 
with  money      Have  you  heard  the  one 
about  the  -      They  make  the  best  hair- 
dressers, Of  course     Elc  By  the  time  we 
reached  dessert,  we  would  be  doing  guilt 
exercises,  Isnl  ft  awful  about  Bangla- 
desh (or  some  such  distant  place)  but 
what  can  you  do  after  all?  And  one 
stuffed  m  everything  on  ones  plate 
because  think  of  the  starving  Chinese 
(when  we  still  believed  they  were,  but 
past  the  lime  when  we  believed  they 
deserved  to  be  And  we  made  jokes 
aboul  two  English  teachers  al  my  school, 
they  wore  Scent,  they  Lived  Together, 
they  even  asked  you  home  lor  Special 
Lessons  bui  you  better  not  go  because 


they  were  - 


remember  whal 
jt  school  we 


word  we  used  at  home 
said  (snigger)  lairies 

Now  il  is  a  surprisingly  slrange  feeling 
lo  be  one  of  Them,  you  mighl  say  to 
have  stepped  outside,  or  across  the 
tracks  ou!  ol  the  warm  protective  circle 
ol  Noblesse  Oblige  (Don  t  think  Divine 
Righl  died  on  Ihe  guillotine  )  I  could 
never  know  or  even  imagine  effectively 
wha!  il  feels  like  10  be  Jewish  or  black. 
Creeor  Pakistani,  bui  homosexual,  yes,  I- 
begm  to  I  don't  think  you  (eel  it  auto- 
matically |ust  by  being  it,  you  have  lo 
test  il  a  little,  you  have  lo  Iry  stretching 
belore  you  can  run  up  againsi  Ihe  walls, 
you  have  lo  push  and  bang  on  Ihem 
awhile  before  you  become  aware  they're 
real,  and  rigid. 

We  walked,  two  men.  hand-in-hand 
deep  downtown.  Not  m  the  several  gay' 
blocks  where  such  ihings  are  tolerated, 
even  tounsl  attractions,  but  for  an 
adventure  we  sallied  forth  into  true 
Goonland,  down  there  among  the  cinball 
alleys  and  soft-pom  movie  dives.  Talking 
energetically,  hearts  aflutter,  a  tingle  in 
Ihe  spme.  hands  sweating,  we  hoped  no 
one  could  tell  we  were  scared   (when 
you  run  into  a  dangerous  animal,  stare  it 
in  the  eye,  it  will  back  down    )  Some 
seemed  nol  to  notice,  general  anaes- 
Ihesia  is  pretty  tar  advanced  Some 
stared  Some  snickered  Some  child- 
ren{?)  no  more  than  10  years  old  said 
Fuckmg  queers ."  They  learn  young, 
don't  they  We  told  them  to  watch  Iheir 
language,  lal  chance,  we  relumed  a  few 
insults,  ignored  or  pretended  to  others, 
and  went  for  a  beer,  thank  god  that's 
over  But  we  loved  it 

A  GATE  representative  presented  a 
brief  to  a  self-avowediy  neutral  but 
patently  hoslile  government  committee 
on  immigration,  before  a  live  audience,  to 
say  the  least  A  black  man  who  had 
earlier  shouted  in  support  ol  a  bnet  from 
his  particular  group    "Let's  nol  sweep  our 
problems  under  the  carpet'"  now  yelled 
"You  should  be  ashamed  to  be  here''" 
Some  hissed,  some  applauded  him  The 
GATE  representative,  who  felt  rather 
mdecenlly  exposed  and  somewhat  chilly, 
continued  with  his  momenl  ol  free 
speech. 

Al  a  demonstration  I  handed  a  leaflet 
to  a  man  (If  you're  interested  in  human 
behaviour,  individual  or  group,  go  10  a 
demonstration  )  He  threw  it  back,  snarl- 
ing: "Shove  ii  up  your  ass  —  why  don't 
you  go  to  Russia  or  China  and  see  whal 
ihey  do  lo  you  there"'  Few  people  seem 


capable  of  imagining  anything  new   it 
must  always  be  a  copy  of  something 
they  already  know  or  think  they  know   lis 
ihat  why  human  progress  is  so  predic- 
table'') Protester  =    Communist   Or,  lo  put 
it  another  way.  public  gay  -  threat  to  me 
family  and  sooely  =  Communist  1  have 
mixed  feelings  on  these  occasions 
violent  anger  and  hurt  Without  the  hurt, 
these  goons  would  be  m  real  trouble,  or  I 
would   A  woman  nearby  li-ed  him  with  a 
gnm  look  and  said,  10  me    "''"  have  one 
of  Ihose  leaflets,  please  —  no,  I "  have 
fwo'1  In  ihe  nick  ol  time  It  felt  good,  I 
must  say,  much  less  exposed,  to  get 
bach  mlo  the  mam  body  ol  the  demons- 
tration 

Oscar  Wilde  was  put  away,  thrown 
away,  wasted  lor  indecent  exposure  Nol 
for  sexual  sport  with  young  toughs,  no 
one  cared  what  became  ol  them  in  any 
other  aspect  ol  their  lives  so  why  this 
particular  aspect,  besides,  half  the  British 
anstocracy  was  hard  al  l|  with  half  Her 
Maiesty  s  tmpenal  soldiers  and  sailors  — 
could  this  be  the  only  chance  Ihe  lower 
class  ever  had  to  screw  the  upper  and 
get  paid  toi  it?  Whal  the  authorities 
couldn't  stand  about  Oscar  Wilde  was  he 
came  out  Plus  ca  change     But  the 
scary  sad  thing  aboul  O  W  is  Ihat  he 
was  alone,  far  ahead  ol  his  time,  far,  lar 
out  on  a  slippery  limb  As  was  Ouentin 
Cnsp  i.ol  "The  Naked  Civil  Servant"  — - 
see  review,  previous  issue  —  better  still, 
see  the  movie)  Panah-hood  is  a  very 
heavy  manlle.  it  you'll  pardon  Ihe  pun, 
being  a  pariah  among  pariahs  is  hard 
enough,  but  doing  it  alone  —  I  can't 
imagine 

Summer  evenings  one  ol  the  grand 
ancient  university  buildings  here  turns  its 
grassy  quadrangle  over  to  Us  sludertls 
for  beer  and  disco  After  a  GATE 
meeting,  high  on  politics,  we  decided  to 
gayliberale  the  quadrangle  We  wan- 
dered in,  all  innocence,  drank  a  beer  (il 
helps)  and  danced  Eyes  turned.  A  slow 
number  came  on  Gulp  Some  ol  us 
dnfted  away,  some  threw  arms  around 
each  other,  looked  as  dreamy  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances  and 
swayed  with  the  best  of  them  Straight 
eyes  popped,  liberal  ones  dipped  I  have 
seldom  in  my  life  felt  so  good,  bnmmmg 
with  adrenalin  and  cheek  —  we  were 
absolutely  shocking'  There  were.  I  think, 
about  8  of  us 

Everyone  who  knew  Roger  Casement 
said  he  was  sensitive  (when  thai  word 
still  mean!  something),  generous,  sell- 
less,  elc  ,  a  rare  fine  person   He  was 
Anglo-Irish,  worked  tor  the  British 
Foreign  Office,  at  the  turn  ol  this  century 
investigated  and  exposed  slavery  and 
European  exploitation  of  native  people 
first  in  Ihe  Belgian  Congo,  then  in  South 
America  Over  the  years  he  grew  more 
Insh,  increasingly  anti-Bntish,  finally  he 
worked  wiih  the  Germans  in  1914  —  he 
believed  it  the  only  way  lo  free  his 
people  The  Bntish  caught  him.  De- 
fending himsell  in  his  tnal  lor  treason  he 
made  such  an  embaiassmgly  eloquent 
and  siirnng  defence  of  his  patriotism  — 
tor  Ireland,  nol  for  England  —  Ihat  the 
state  found  il  necessary  to  use  his 
private  diaries,  likely  stolen  from  his 
lodqmgs,  lo  sink  him  They  revealed  the 
mnsi  =ecret  ot  secrets,  homosexuality, 
and  sink  him  they  did  He  was  executed 
—  lor  treason  (tor  homosexuality,  the 
same  things   Again,  he  was  very  much 
alone,  indecently  exposed 

I  wonder.  It  they  were  alone,  ahead  of 
Iheir  times,  il  our  time  is  now,  why  are 
we  still  so  few  out,  still  so  often  alone,  so 
invisible  and  so  inaudible''  How  is  it 
possible  for  the  goons  still  to  make  us 
feel  indecently  exposed?  II,  on  the  other 
hand,  we're  still  ah^ad  of  our  lime,  as 
some  say,  if  vie  should  wall   be  prjUeffl 
be  ever  so  sure  aboul  what  we  re  doing, 
talk  things  over,  go  Ihrou 
channels,  if  we  now  are  Still  ahead  of  our 
time,  will  we  ever  have  a  lime? 

by  Michael  RlordonT 
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CONICI 


At  the 


In  which  the  BP  illustrator, 

a  sketchbook,  and  a  bag  of  hard 

candy, 

take  a  look  at  the  innocence 

of  youth. 


"Come  away,  O  human  child, 

To  the  waters  and  the  wilds. 

With  a  fairy  hand  in  hand. 

For  the  world  s  more  full  of  weeping 

Than  you'll  ever  understand." 


December/January 


FKflON 


Kale  and  Sarah  did  nol  know  Mackie 
Benson.  Kate  in  Los  Angeles  on 
business  had  had  a  drink  in  Ihe  same 
room  with  hef  sin  months  ago  but  oould 
not  really  remember  what  she  looked 
like.  "Sandy  colonng?  Plump?  I'm  not 
sure,"  Kate  said,  trying  to  recall   "An  old 
friend  -  or  a  good  friend  -  of  Carol's." 
With  a  sad  story  ot  some  sort  -  but  Kate 
did  not  say  that  to  Sarah  since  Carol  had 
lust  written  to  ask  them  if  they'd  give 
Mackie  dinner  and  a  bed  tor  Ihe  night  on 
her  way  north. 

"No  reason  not  to,  1  suppose,"  Sarah 
said,  characteristically  unenthuslas- 
tic  about  strangers  in  the  house  but 
resigned,  over  the  years,  to  Kate's 
persistent  hospitality,  offered  not  only  to 
relatives  and  friends,  but  to  strangers  like 
Mackie  Benson. 

"It  shouldn't  be  all  that  much  trouble," 
Kate  said 

"A  time  limit  anyway."  Sarah  said. 

Their  last  guest,  a  friend  ot  Kate's 
brolher.  had  come  tor  the  week-end  and 
stayed  two  weeks  because  his  orders 
were  delayed.  He  was  a  nice  enough  kid, 
but  precisely  a  kid,  used  to  being  a  child 
rather  than  a  guest.  Sarah  did  not  know 
how  to  ignore  him  at  the  times  when  he 
should  have  had  sense  enough  to  gel 
out  of  Ihe  way,  talking  at  her  in  the 
kitchen  while  she  tned  lo  cook,  sprawled 
on  the  door  in  her  study  listening  lo 
records  when  she  wanted  to  get  on  with 
her  work,  even  charting  with  her  through 
the  closed  bathroom  door  Kate  was 
good  ai  drawing  him  off,  but  she  had 


work  of  her  own  to  do  and  couldn't  be 
with  him  every  evening  He  had  to  talk, 
nervous  about  going  overseas,  but  it  was 
a  long  two  weeks,  the  longer  because 
Sarah  te It  guilty  about  wishing  his  ordefs 
would  come, 

m  really  inhuman,"  she  said  on  one 
of  (he  few  nights  Kate  had  been  willing  to 
leave  him  to  his  own  devices  as  early  as 
ten  o'clock  "I  can't  see  why  the  govern- 
ment can't  hurry  up  and  send  that  nice 
boy  off  to  be  shot  at  so  that  we  can  go 
to  bed  at  a  reasonable  hour " 

"No.  you're  not,"  Kate  said  "It  would 
be  better  tor  him.  loo.  Waiting  around  is 
just  giving  him  the  litters.'' 

"And  since  it's  too  late  lor  you  talk  him 
into  being  a  pacifist,''  Sarah  said, 
yawning.  "I  guess  I'll  stop  feeling  quite 
so  guilty." 

Mackie  Benson  was  on  her  way  to  a 
job  in  Seattle;  (hereto re.  bamng  car 
trouble  or  flu  or  a  failure  ot  courage,  she 
would  have  no  reason  not  to  leave  in  the 
morning, 

"I  wish  I  could  remember  what  she 
looked  like,"  Kate  said,  "but,  since  she'll 
make  her  own  way  to  the  door,  I  don'l 
suppose  it  matters." 

"It  would  be  just  our  luck  to  ask  a 
Jehovah's  Witness  in  by  mistake."  Sarah 
said. 

"Or  the  Revlon  representative."  Kate 


Jane  Rule  is  the  author  of  such  popular 
books  as  Desert  of  the  Heart,  Lesbian 
Images  and  Theme  tor  Diverse  Instru- 
ments.  A  new  novel, The  Young  In  One 
Another's  Armswiii  be  released  early  in 
1977  Jane  has  recently  moved  to 
Galisno  Island.  B  C   to  devote  herselt 
1ull-I»ne  to  wntmg 
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d  rather  lipstick  than  the  Watch 
Tower 

Easy,  unreal  choices.  Kate  watched 
Sarah  as  she  got  up  to  start  their  dinner. 
It  seemed  to  her  remarkable  that,  in  the 
ten  years  they  had  lived  together,  she 
had  not  become  less  obsessive  in  her 
need  of  people  or  Sarah  more  casually 
interested  in  them  The  only  change  - 
and  it  had  been  a  very  gradual  one  - 
was  that  they  had  stopped  arguing  about 
people  The  difference  mattered  less  than 
it  used  to  Like  the  awkward  counter  that 
ran  down  the  center  of  their  kitchen, 
they'd  learned,  after  a  number  ot 
bnjisings,  lo  walk  around  it  with  skill  and 
respect  * 

Mackie  Benson  -  even  the  kind  of 
name  that  put  Sarah  off.  And  what  was 
the  sad  story?  Something  to  do  with  Ihe 
service,  was  n?  Or  a  particularly  bad 
love  affair''  Both,  probably  It  didnt 
matter  She'd  only  be  here  lor  the  night. 
Kate  turned  to  the  financial  page  and 
reached  for  a  pencil  II  she  was  honest 
about  it.  She  liked  their  uninterrupted 
ritual  as  much  as  Sarah  did  But  so  lucky 
and  sweet  a  pee.ee  had  to  be  shared 


occasionally,  not  so  much  out  of  a 
appetite  lor  company  -  though  some- 
times it  was  as  simple  as  that  -  as  out 
ol  a  sense  ot  requirement,  a  loony,  guilty 
notion  about  Community  that  in  practice 
more  often  illuminated  the  motives  tor 
murder  than  for  love.  Still,  If  there  was 
enough  food  m  the  house,  if  there  was 
an  unused  bed  that  someone  needed  or 
wanted,  Kate  still  offered.  "Why  not?"  lo 
Sarah's  "Why?"  And  Sarah  had  the 
grace  not  to  answer 

They  did  nol  discuss  Mackie  Benson 
again  until  the  day  belore  she  was  lo 
arrive  when  Sarah  asked,  "Is  Mackie 
Benson  company?"  to  which  Kate 
replied  firmly,  "Yes,  she  Is."  That  meant 
that  Kate  did  Ihe  cooking.  II  was  not  a 
bargain  to  pacify  Sarah.  Simply,  tor  all 
Sarah's  reluctance  about  people,  she 
was  better  with  them  than  Kate  for  the 
first  hour,  so  Sarah  always  coped  with 
the  initial  shock  of  ihe  invasion  as  if  it 
were  exactly  what  she  wanted  to  do 
while  Kate  observed  briefly  from  behind 
a  drink  tray  and  then  retreated  to  the 
kitchen  Later,  in  front  of  Ihe  fire,  when 
small  talk  turned  to  silence  or  confes- 
sion or  urgent  argument.  Sarah  refilled 
coffee  cups  or  brought  in  drinks,  lingenng 
in  the  kitchen  to  tidy.  and.  rf  the  guests 
were  spending  the  night,  she  quite  often 
gradually  disappeared  altogether,  not  to 
be  seen  until  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
less  innocent  ot  the  griefs  of  the  night 
before  than  she  could  pretend  in  order  to 
pressure  everyone  that  it  was.  indeed,  a 
new  day. 

As  it  happened.  Sarah  and  Kate 
amved  home  from  wort  at  the  moment 
Mackie  Benson  also  found  herself  at  the 
house.  There  was  an  awkward  hurry  ol 


both  talked  through,  all  three  coming  to 
ihe  ends  of  their  sentences  together.  But 
Sarah  collected  them  all  into  the 
possibility  of  going  inside  where  there 
were  ordinary  and  comfortable  things  to 
do. 

"Plump1"  Sarah  said  out  of  the  side  ol 
her  mouth  after  she  had  shown  Mackte 
to  the  ground  floor  guest  room  and  was 
passing  Kale  in  the  hall  on  the  way  to 
the  kitchen 

Kale  shrugged,  but  she  was  puzzled 
Surely  she  would  have  remembered  that 
shape  if  she  had  seen  il  before  because 
it  was  extraordinary   From  the  back, 
which  was  their  first  view  ot  Mackie  as 
she  got  out  of  ihe  car.  she  was  fairly 
broad  shouldered,  trim  hipped  with  slight 


but  pleasant  legs.  When  she  lumed 
around,  she  was  like  rtothiiQ  so  much  as 
a  pnmitive  fertility  symbol,  all  breast  and 
belly  But  her  hair  was  sandy  and  soft. 
brows  and  lashes  lading  mto  her  lace, 
which  was  tamtly  tamitiar  lo  Kate  —  an 
earnest  lace  with  that  expression  about 
the  mouth  ol  people  who  have  had  their 
teeth  straightened  Odd.  Kate  paused  m 
Irani  of  the  open  refrigerator  door  to  try 
to  think  what  she  was  supposed  lo  be 
doing. 

"Can  I  help?"  Mackte  asked  Irom  the 
doorway. 

"Oh  —  no  thanks.  I'll  be  in  with  dnnks 
in  a  minute.  What  do  you  like?" 

"I've  brought  some  gin,"  Mackie  said, 
offenng  3  paper  bag  which  had  in  It  not 
only  a  bottle  of  gin  but  a  bottle  ol  whisky 
as  well. 

Kate  minded  that  at  the  same  time  that 
it  pleased  her  II  was  the  sort  of  mistake 
she  was  apt  to  make  herself  when  she 
was  a  guest,  nervous  lo  do  more  than 
was  necessary.  She  knew  in  her  own 
generosity  the  fear  ol  being  indebted,  but 
she'd  rather  greet  il  in  someone  else 
ihan  the  mindless  dependence  she 
expected  and  felt  required  by 

Sarah  and  Mackie  had  settled  to 
pleasantries  about  Carol,  Southern 
California,  freeway  driving,  topics  about 
which  Kate  could  never  think  ot  a  thing 
to  say  unless  she  could  ask  questions 
more  personal  than  were  appropriate  or 
introduce  political  issues  into  what  were 
offered  as  weather  reports  But  she  sat 
down  with  her  dnnk  for  the  ten  minules 
she  considered  polite,  watching  Sarah 
with  the  mixture  of  wonder  and  relief  she 
always  had  at  Sarah's  ease  and 
kindness  Just  before  Kate  was  about  to 
gel  up  to  check  things  on  the  stove, 
Mackie  stood  up.  went  quickly  to  the 
front  door  and  out  of  the  house  without  a 
word  of  explanation 

"Did  she  leave  her  cigarettes  in  tl 
car?"  Sarah  asked,  surpnsed 
"I  don't  know  " 
They  both  sal  lor  a  moment,  looking  al 
each  other  Then  Kale  got  up  and 
walked  lo  the  window.  Mackie  was  stand- 
ing on  Ihe  front  lawn,  her  back  lo  the 
house.    "What  is  if   Sarah  asked 
"She's  just  standing  there " 
Did  I  say  something? 
"I  can'l  imagine  thai  you  did,"  Kate 
answered,  watching  Macfcie  "You'd 
better  turn  on  the  back  burner.  I'll  see 
what's  the  matter. 

"She  seemed  perfectly  ail  nght,  didn't 
she7    Sarah  asked. 
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Y«,    Kale  agreed.  sWi  watching 
Then  she  turned  away  'ram  the  window 
and  went  lo  the  Iront  door 

Mackie  d"d  not  turn  around,  though 

Iftt  muM  have  heard  Kale  coming 

loward  her   When  Kale  put  a  tentative 

hand  on  her  arm.  she  n.nched  stighlJy 

Is  there  anything  wrong,  Mackie  ? 

■'No,  no  —  nothings  wrong   lis  just 
such  a  lovely  evening     so  cool.    Mackie 
sa>d  sirii  turned  away  from  Kate 

Do  you  want  lo  stay  out  here0 
There  re  chairs  in  the  Back 

Oh,  no  thanks  111  be  in  m  a  m.nuie 
Mack*  answered,  her  vcce  ridiculously 
cheerful    "Id  |uSt  a  minute 

Kate  waited  bnefty.  then  lumed  and 
went  back  mlo  the  house 
What  is  H?  Sarah  asked 
I  don't  know  She  said  il  was  such  a 
lovely  evening  1  asked  her  it  she  wanted 
to  sil  m  the  garden,  Out  she  said  no, 
shed  be  m  m  a  minute  " 

■What's  trie  matter  with  her'"  Sarah 
asked,  halt  concerned,  hall  impatien! 

The  vapors,"  Kate  said  "I  think  she  ll 
be  all  nghl,  left  alone  lor  a  minute  Here, 
III  do  lhat  now  " 

What  am  I  supposed  to  do'" 

"Go  back  to  me  living  room   Readme 
paper  When  she  comes  in.  otter  her 
the  funnies ." 

"Are  you  joking?"  Sarah  asked 

"No  1  think  she's  just  nervous  or  upset 
aboul  something  Give  her  something  to 
hide  behind " 

"I  can'l  do  that.  Sarah  said.  "You  read 
ihe  paper " 

"Alt  nghl   I'm  sorry,  darting." 

"It's  hardly  your  laull, "  Sarah  said    "If  I 
wanl  lo  be  irritated,  I'll  be  irritated  with 
Carol 

Kate  sat  down  in  her  chair  and 
reached  lor  the  financial  page  She  was 
hall  way  down  the  mutual  funds  when 
Ihe  Ironl  door  opened  and  closed  and 
Mackie  came  back  into  me  room 

"Funnies'''  Kate  asked  "Front  page ?" 

"I  always  like  the  want  ads,"  Mackie 
sa*d,  "in  a  different  city." 

Kate  found  Ihem  for  her,  and  they  read 
together  until  Kate  got  up  lo  make 
another  drink 

"Is  Sarah  cooking?"  Mackie  asked  "I 
ihoughi  you  did." 

"Well,  we  Both  do,"  Kate  said  "It  just 


idn  I  really  make  any  money  at  ail 
d  I'm  bad  with  it  I  do  tunny  things 
Wl1n  ,|  _  like,  tor  instance,  I  save  it 
around  the  noose,  not  jusi  quarters  and 
things  like  thai.  But  twenty  dollar  bills, 
"  i  never  really  sure  how  much  I've 
go!  J  just  have  to  rummage  around  and 
hope  ii  w.n  add  up  to  rent  or  whalever 
else  I  ve  got  to  pay  SUM.  I  did  buy  a  car, 
and,  il  you  knew  how  little  I  made,  you'd 
be  impressed  with  that  MayBe  I'll  be 
better  aBout  money  when  I  have  some. 
Do  you  suppose  people  change  tike 
that?  I  don't  rememBer  being  so  Bad  in 
the  service,  but  I  was  reaJly  jusi  a  kid 
then,  and  they  take  care  o(  nearly  every- 
thing lor  you  anyway       and  again  the 


energy 


e  'ailed 


mink  people  do  change."  Sarah 

Having  enough  money  makes  a  lot  ot 
difference."  Kate  said 

With  mat  encouragement.  Mackie 
started  up  again,  taded  out  again,  look 
strength  from  more  encouragement,  went 
on  —  or  went  round,  lor  she  said 
essentially  the  same  things  over  and 
over  again   the  new  job  was  going  lo  Be 
ideal,  she'd  find  someone  lo  live  with;  it 
was  not  good  to  live  alone,  she  was  bad 
about  money 

"Living  alone  does  things  to  you,  and 
nobody  wants  to  hear  about  that.  You 
can  t  |ust  call  up  a  Inend  and  say  you're 
going  crazy,  can  you">  People  say,  Why 
don't  you  go  out?'  You  can'l  explain  mat 
you've  been  alone  so  long  you're  afraid 
ol  people  That  sounds  like  a  contra- 
diction, but  it  isn't  For  instance,  lor  a 
little  while  after  I  got  here,  l  thought,  'it  s 
just  no  good,  Mackie  You  can!  stay 
here  You  can't  dump  yoursell  on  people 
you  don  I  even  know  '  I'm  over  it  now,  ol 


usually  didn  t  do  any  real  good  As  Sarah 
d  to  pomi  out,  it  could  do  no  real 

harm      It  s  |ust  mat  I  feel,  there  But  (or 
me  grace  ol  you  go  I,"  Kale  thought  to 
Sarah,  and  she  also  thought  Sarah's 
answer.  'Rubbish'  Kate  picked  up  ihe 
tray  and  went  into  me  living  room  where 
Sarah  was  already  pounng  cotlee 

"Carol's  put  on  twenty  pounds  in  the 
last  si>  months.    Mackie  was  saying 
Its  all  me  beer  she  dnnks  I've  pul on 
weight,  too,  but  it's  |ust  thai  I  don't 
bother  lo  eat  me  right  things  You  don't 
when  you  live  by  yourself  In  Seattle  I'm 
gotng  to  take  it  off   I  Bel  you  didn't  recog- 
nize me,"  she  said,  turning  to  Kate,  who 
made  a  vague  protesting  gesture     Carol 
says  I'm  too  choosy  about  people  She's 
not  choosy  enough   1  ]ust  couldn't  do 
what  she  does,  live  with  mis  one  lor  a 
few  months,  men  with  mat  one,  and 
even  for  those  lew  months  she's  got  to 
have  week-end  flings  She  keeps  talking 
about  being  realistic  about  sexual   - 
boredom,  but,  when  I  love  somebody,  it 
seems  lo  me  mat's  too  important  to 
mess  about  with  it   I  don't  understand 
how  some  people  are  so  casual   I'm  just 
not  like  lhat   I've  had  affairs,  ol  course. 
But  mere's  no  point  in  mat  lor  me   II 
doesn't  mean  anything  You  and  Carol 
wen!  to  college  together,  didn't  you?" 
"Yes,"  Kate  said 
"Was  she  like  mat  then?" 
I  don't  really  know,"  Kate  said.  "She 
always  liked  beer  Sarah,  darting,  hadn't 
you  Better  get  lo  your  desk?" 

"I  really  must,"  Sarah  said    "I've  got 
work  tor  tomorrow  Would  you  excuse 


me.. 

"Look,  neither  one  ol  you  needs  to 
around  with  me,"  Mackie  said.  "I'm 
perfectly  used  to  entertaining- myself. 


"Most  people  —  they  meet  someone  they  at  least 
like.  I  got  pictures  drawn  for  me  by  a  bunch  of 
foul  minded,  middle-aged  men.  Do  you  know  how 
old  I  was  before  I  did  go  to  bed  with  someone? 
Twenty-four." 


"That's  nice,"  Mackie  said,  Ihe  paper 
firmly  in  front  ot  her  "I  don'l  tike  roles," 
and  as  Kate  was  leaving  the  room  she 
added,  "but  I  would  have  thought  until  I 
saw  you  in  the  kitchen  that  Sarah  did  all 
the  cooking " 

Is  she  reading  Ihe  lunnies?"  Sarah 
asked 

"No,  the  want  ads." 

"I  don'l  even  know  how  lo  make  mis 
sauce,"  Sarah  said 

"You  don't  need  thai  much  milk,"  Kate 
said  "Drink  up  and  I'll  give  you  a  refill " 

Al  me  dinner  table,  Sarah  asked 
Mackie  about  me  job  she  was  going  to 

"I  mink  it's  going  to  be  very  good." 
Mackie  said,  still  with  a  strained  cheer- 
fulness. "I've  lived  an  awfully  marginal 
life  financially  since  1  got  out  ot  me 
service  —  part  time  jobs  and  that  sort  ol 
thing  It  wasn  1  easy  lo  decide  to  move, 
but  mere  isn't  anything  like  mis  |0B  lor 
me  m  Los  Angeles  Anyway,  it  was  lime 
lor  me  to  get  out.  You  Know  what  it's 
like:  il  you  live  alone,  whether  you've  got 
friends  or  not,  the  phone  never  nngs.  In 
Seattle  it's  going  to  be  different,  a  whole 
new  life  I'm  going  to  have  money  so  mat 
I  can  live  m  an  apartment,  maybe  even  a 
house  No  more  rented  rooms.  I'm  going 
to  love  the  job  And  eventually  I'm  going 
to  find  somebody  to  live  with,  even  il  I 
have  lo  Bar  cruise  lo  do  it.  I  hear  the 
bars  in  Seattle  aren't  bad.  " 

Mackie  looked  trom  Kate  lo  Sarah  as  it 
they  might  know, 

"II  sounds  marvelous,"  Sarah  said,  her 
own  voice  stighlly  strained  in  politeness 
'Yes,  well.  I  hope  it  will  be,"  Mackie 
said,  the  energy  going  out  ol  her  voice. 

"I'm  sure  it  will."  Kate  said 
I  wonder  il  rents  are  higher,    Mackie 
sa>d     What  would  your  rent  be  for  a 
place  like  this''" 
"I  don't  really  know."  Kate  said 
"You  own  this  house?"  Mackie  asked 

Wpii  DioTs  different,  ol  course  I'd 
never  be  able  to  do  that  All  those  years 
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course.  I'm  perfectly  comtortaBle  now. 
But  when  you're  alone,  you  know  you're 
an  imposition.  People  are  terrified  ol 
being  alone.  I  mink  it's  harder  tor  people 
to  go  and  see  somebody  alone  than  it  is 
tor  mem  to  see  somebody  in  the 
hospital.  You  know,  I  got  so  I  didn'i  go 
out  (or  a  week  at  a  time  Thai's  no  good 
Carol  would  phone  and  say  there  was  mis 
girl  she  wanted  me  to  meet,  but  I 
couldn  I  just  go  over  there  and  meel 
some  girt   Some  people  can,  but  I'm  not 
the  kind  ot  person  that  can  just  go  to  bed 
with  somebody   I'm  not  attracted  to  mat 
many  people." 

"Shall  we  have  coffee  in  me  living 
room?"  Kate  asked 

"I'll  gel  it,"  Sarah  said,  quickly  on  her 
feet. 

"Don't  you  want  to  do  the  dishes 
first?"  Mackie  suggested.  "Ill  do  ihe 
dishes " 

"We  just  stick  them  in  the  dish- 
washer," Kale  said. 
"A  dishwasher " 

"Let's  have  some  brandy,  too,"  Kate 
said,  following  Sarah  into  the  kitchen 
"Isn't  it  awful?"  Sarah  whispered. 
"What  are  we  going  to  do?" 

"You're  going  to  your  study  with  work 
that  has  to  be  done.  I'll  cope."  Kale  said. 
"Can  you  stand  to?" 
"Yes,  love,"  Kate  said,  smiling  at  her, 
"I  can  stand  lo." 

Kale  look  a  moment's  rest,  however, 
staring  down  at  the  brandy  tray.  She 
knew  lhat,  in  order  to  listen  to  hours 
more  Ol  this  nearty  unforgivably  lonely 
woman,  she'd  have  to  get  quietly  drunk 
Sarah  would  have  protested,  m  me  early 
years,  "What's  the  point'  What  good  does 
it  do'"  Kate  didn'i  know  She  resented  me 
emotional  blackmail  as  much  as  Sarah 
did,  me  sell  pity  and  envy  intended  to 
make  others  leel  guilty  But,  il  you  were 
asked  lo  care,  somehow  you  had  to  try 
to  push  down  the  resentmenl,  lo  refuse 
the  guilt,  to  understand  the  pain  and  be 
at  least  some  temporary  comfort.  It 


And  I'm  going  lo  get  off  early  in  me 
morning;  so  you  needn't  worry  about  me. 
I'll  just  let  myself  out." 

"I  haven't  got  any  work  to  do,"  Kate 
said.  "Don't  you  want  to  keep  me  com- 
pany tor  a  Brandy  or  two?" 

"Well,  lor  a  little  while,"  Mackie  said. 
"But  I  should  go  to  bed  early" 

"If  I  don't  see  you  in  me  morning," 
Sarah  said,  offering  her  hand,  "have  a 
good  trip  and  lots  of  luck  with  your  job." 

"She's  a  beautiful  person,"  Mackie 
said,  after  Sarah  had  left  me  room  "So 
quiet  and  kind.  Just  to  look  at  her,  you'd 
think  she  was  straight  as  they  come. 
wouldn't  you'  I  suppose  I  look  straight, 
loo.  Men  are  always  wanting  to  go  to 
bed  with  me.  That's  me  thing  about  living 
alone.  They  mink  they  can  just  walk  in 
and  do  you  a  favor.  I  hate  mat.  I  bet 
Sarah  isn't  all  up  tight  about  being  queer 
either,  is  she?" 

"I  don't  suppose  she  thinks  about  it 
much,"  Kate  answered,  forcing  the  cold- 
ness out  of  her  voice,  for,  though  it  was 
a  vocabulary  she  haled  and  an  attitude 
she  found  bom  embarassing  and  degrad- 
ing, there  was  a  person  in  her  living 
room  who  required  her  courtesy  and 
attention. 

"1  didn't  mean  to  be  personal.  I  mink 
you're  both  very  lucky  and  very  nice, 
that's  all" 

Sarah,  in  her  study,  could  not  hear 
what  was  being  said  in  me  Irving  room, 
But  she  could  follow  me  long  rhythms  ot 
Mackie's  voice,  me  occasional,  brief, 
lamiliar  tones  of  Kale's  Poor,  darting 
Kate.  She'd  never,  as  long  as  she  lived, 
grve  up  suffering  other  people's  lite 
stories  And  people  like  Mackie  could 
always  spot  me  victim  in  Kate  She  mighl 
as  well  have  a  sign  around  her  neck  that 
said.  "I  try  harder "  Mackie  would  go  off 
untouched  by  or  a  little  me  worse  for 
Kale's  kindness,  and  Kale  would  carry 
Mackie's  misery  around  (or  days  wilhoul 
knowing  it  wasn't  her  own.  In  retrospect. 
two  weeks  with  a  restless  boy  seemed  a 


holiday  compared  to  mis  Being  yelled  at 
through  the  Bathroom  door  was  one  kind 

ol  invasion  ol  privacy   Being  inspected 
as  an  object  ol  sexual  curiosity  was 
another,  much,  much  worse  Sarah  really 
did  care  whether  or  not  thai  boy  was 
shot  at.  She  was  not  sure,  given  the 
opportunity,  mat  she  wouldn't  lake  a  shot 
at  Mackie  herselt  Well,  she  wasn 'I 
generous  spirited  She  did  have  work  to 
do  And  she  had  to  gel  enough  rest  to  be 
patient  with  Kate's  hungover  despair  in 
me  morning  Also  she'd  have  to 
rememBer  lo  buy  more  brandy  because 
George  and  Ann  were  coming  (or  dinner 
on  Friday,  and  George  was  as  lond  ol 
brandy  as  Kate  was 

"I  cracked  up,"  Mackie  was  saying.  "I 
opt  a  medical  discharge  I  was  really  just 
a  hid  I  was  eighteen  when  I  went  in,  and 
I  didn't  know  anything   I  was  always 
(ailing  in  love  with  other  girts,  but  they 
were  straight.  The  strongest  word  I  knew 
was  crush'.  What  they  did.  they  put 
everyone  they  suspected  into  one 
barracks,  and  men  lhey  planted  a  couple 
o(  people.  It  was  six  months  before  any- 
thing happened  I  know  it  sounds  un- 
believable, but  I  was  absolutely  unaware 
mat  anything  was  going  on.  I  suppose  I 
didn'i  want  to  know  I  never  liked  dykes 
anyway;  they  scared  me.  There  were 
forty  ol  us.  All  ol  a  sudden  we  were  all 
on  barracks'  arrest  and  then  we  were 
iten/iewed,  one  by  one.  I  went  before 
ihe  investigation  without  knowing  any- 
thing Four  men  questioned  me  lor  seven 
hours.  I  didn't  know  whal  they  were 
talking  about  One  ol  them  kept  saying. 
"You've  been  sixly-nining  with  your  girl 
fnend  right  in  me  barracks  "  When  I  told 
him  I  didn't  know  whal  he  meant,  he  drew 
me  a  picture.  Then1!  began  lo  cry  .." 

II  was  an  old  slory  tor  Mackie.  fold  a 
number  o(  times,  lots  ot  fixed  phrases, 
bul  it  was  new  to  Kate,  and  she  suffered 
the  outrage  ol  it  newly 

"They  didn't  have  any  real  evidence  on 
me.  There  wasn't  any  A  lol  ot  the  kids 
were  court  martialed  It  look  me  a  year 
to  crack  up  You  see,  I  tell  so  guilty  even 
though  I  hadn't  done  anything.  It's  such 
a  lousy  way  to  find  out  what  you  would 
realty  like  to  do.  Most  people  —  may 
meet  someone  they  at  leasl  like.  I  got 
pictures  drawn  for  me  by  a  bunch  ol  foul- 
minded,  middle-ageo"  men.  Do  you  know 
how  old  I  was  before  I  did  go  to  bed  with 
someone?  Twenty-four " 

Kate  poured  them  bom  more  brandy 
She  could  mink  ot  nothing  to  say.  but 
Mackie  had  had  enough  to  drink  so  mat 
she  no  longer  needed  occasional 
encouragement 

"But  that's  over  now  It's  been  over  lor 
a  long  time,"  Mackie  said,  a  tough  pride 
coming  into  her  voice   "And  the  lousy 
relationships  are  over,  too,  the  punishing 
kind  you  gel  involved  with  because  you 
feel  guilty,  because  you  think  you 
deserve  abuse.  For  the  last  four  years, 
I've  been  in  love  with  a  woman  you 
wouldn't  believe..  " 

Listening,  Kate  wished  she  didn't  be- 
lieve, but  il  was  too  familiar  a  story  not 
to.  Why  were  people  persecuted  into  mis 
kind  ol  guilt,  men  made  ugly  by  it.  cruel 
lo  each  other?  And  who,  relatively  sane 
and  relatively  loving,  would  have  either 
me  patience  or  me  need  to  do  anything 
to  help? 

"I  don't  need  mat  any  more,"  Mackie 
said.  "This  new  job  I'm  going  to  have 
an  apartment  or  maybe  even  a  house, 
and  I'm  going  to  find  someone  .  " 

Kate  wanted  to  shout,  "You  don'l  jusi 
go  out  and  find  someone  as  il  you  were 
shopping  for  a  car."  but  there  was  no 
point  in  shouting  Mackie  was  only  trying 
to  reassure  herself,  to  sound  to  hersell 
as  it  her  life  were,  at  last,  going  to  be  all 
right 
"I'm  oping  to  lose  twenty  pounds..." 
Kate,  drunk  herselt  by  now,  looked  al 
me  heavy  breasts,  the  round  belly,  and 
wanted  to  say,  "You're  lovely  right  now, 
me  simple  shape  ot  desire."  bul  she 
didn't   She  sat  very  still  and  listened  to 
Mackie  retell  me  ugly  past  and  then 
make  hopeful  swings  into  the  future,  only 
10  come  back  to  <ioubl 

The  trouble  it  -.ex  with  most  people 
just  doesn't  matter  to  me  I've  only  been 
really  attracted  to  two  or  three  people  in 
my  lite  The  rest  is  just  role  playing.  I 
lived  with  one  kid  who  wanted  to  call  me 
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Oad    I  was  never  so  embarassed 

Kate  laughed  She  coukmi  help  ft  and 
Madue  laughed,  loo  He<  mouth,  so 
earnest  wiih  straightened  teeth,  was  very 
appealing  m  laughter 

'I  can  I  imagine  ihal,    Kate  said     I 
can  I  imagine  you 

Bui  n  s  true  Isn't  that  awful'" 
It's  hdanous,    Kate  said,  the  word 
ilurnng  in  her  moulh 

But  I  don  I  like  dykes  either    " 
"I  don't  like  words  like  that,    Kate  said 
feeling  very  drunk 

"It's  bar  talk,  I  guess  I  don'i  usually 
gel  drunk  in  somebody  s  living  room 

"I  don't  mean  that.'  Kate  said     I  just 
don  I  like  them  " 

But  you're  not.    you're  lovely  —  to 
look  al,  I  mean  Carol  said  she  always 
had  a  thing  about  you  in  college,  but  you 
never  seemed  interested  When  I  saw 
you  al  her  place,  I  thoughl  why  are 
people  like  you  always  already  laken, 
and  then  I  wondered  It  it  was  such  a 
good  idea  to  come  here    " 

"The  world's  lull  of  lovely  people," 
Kale  said 

"No  —  not  the  world  I  know,  noi 
people  like  you  You  don  I  even  know  " 
"I  know  " 
Do  you'' 
II  began  as  a  clumsy  embrace,  but  they 
were  too  drunk  to  hesilale,  embarassed 
Then  they  were  lying  together  oit  the 
couch  in  a  long  kissing,  for  Kale  so 
sweel  a  relief  (hat  she  wanled  nothing 
bul  to  go  on  and  on  kissing  into  opening 
desrre.  the  longing  of  body  tor  body  there 
was  finally  an  answer  for.  bnel  but 
absolule,  agamsi  all  ugly  and  gnevmg 
loneliness   Bul  Mackie  suddenly  turned 
her  (ace  away 

"It's  never  any  different,  is  H7'  she 
said     What  it  I  were  Sarah?" 

You'd  be  m  bed  asleep,"  Kale  said 
desire  growing  as  heavy  in  her  as  gnel 

"And  sure  enough  that  |  don'l  matter  lo 
you  so  lhal  she  can  sleep?  This  doesn't 
matfer  to  you " 
"II  matters  very  much."  Kale  said 
"But  no!  the  way  it  matters  to  me  " 
'True,  Kale  said,  and  she  sal  ud 
slowly  y 

"You're  jusl  a  little  bored,  as  Carol 
puis  il " 
"Ihl  sorry,"  Kale  said 
"It's  nol  your  fault  I  have  no  business 
being  here  Single  people  are  nothing  bul 
trouble   Islahedrt  You  didn't." 

"Oh.  shut  up.  love,    Kale  said,  and 
she  kissed  Mackie  on  the  cheek  as  she 
might  have  tossed  a  child  "Do  shut  up " 
■You  re  drunk." 

Very,  Kate  said,  leaning  over  Mackie 
now  lo  rest  her  head  on  the  back  of  the 
couch. 

It  s  nol  thai  I  don't  find  you  attractive  " 
We're  all  attraclive,  love,  every 
damned  one  of  us." 

Nol  to  me    "  Mackie  sa>d,  and  she 
reached  up  to  touch  Kale's  Ihroal. 
Sarah's  very  lucky  " 
Oh.  lucky  woman,  beloved  Sarah,  how 
Ihe  hell  do  I  get  mio  situations  like  this' 
And  how  do  I  get  out' 

You'd  better  fall  asleep  where  you 
Belong, '  Mackie  said,  suddenly  busi- 
nesslike  'I'm  going  to  sil  here  for  a 
while  Ml  lum  out  the  lights   No.  don't  say 
anything  Jus!  go  Im  fine  Don  I  worry  " 
Ojn  I.  -"  Kate  began,  irymg  to  think  ol 
something  lo  offer 
Just  go 

Kate  wenl.  not  believing  that  she 
would  be  allowed  lo  go  so  simply  but 
the  drunken  weanness  left  her  as  she 
climbed  the  slairs  She  undressed  in  the 
dark,  go!  mio  bed  quieily,  and  lay  soil 
wtde  awake,  outer,  ashamed,  bewiid- ' 
ered 

Darting? 

J5o  back  lo  sleep,   Kate  said 
was  rl  awful'" 

Whai  can  you  do?  Kale  asked  in  the 
daftness   "What  a  there  lo  do? 
Has  she  gone  to  bed? 
No  She  s  sitting  down  there  What 

(am  t  oo>ng  here' 
Do  you  want  to  go  back  down?" 
1  don  t  know.    Kate  saw 
On     Sarah  s*d  quietjy     Oont  worry 
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about  it   I  m  part  Eskimo 
She  s  so  lonely.    Kale  sa>d 
And  plump 
Oh.  Sarah- 

"You  don  i  have  to  get  mad  Go 
Kale  got  out  of  bed,  put  on  a  robe  and 
stepped  out  into  the  hall  The  down- 
siairs  hall  lighi  had  been  turned  oul  She 
stood  al  the  lop  of  the  stairs,  furious  with 
Sarah,  funous  with  Mackie,  funous  wrth 
herself  Plump'  Somebody  Mackie  had 
lived  with  had  called  her  Dad    Kate  was 
suddenly  fighting  laughter  Sarah 
wouldn't  even  think  it  was  funny    I! 
wasn't.  But  Kate  was  trembling  with 
laughter,  there  in  the  dark  hall 

Darting'   Sarah  said  quietly,  stand- 
ing at  the  door  ol  the  bedroom 

"For  heaven's  sake,  come  to  bed 
You're  loo  drunk  to  gel  back  down 
slairs  " 

"Somebody  Mackie  irved  with  ."   Kate 
began  but  she  couldn't  finish   She  was 
laughing  again 
"Shhh  .' Sarah  said  "Shhh.  " 
Sarah  held  Kale,  letting  her  cry.  im- 
lated  at  her  drunken  silliness,  troubled  by 
Ihe  real  sorrow  somewhere  in  it,  wonder- 
ing why  Kale  never  would  leam  that  the 
Maokies  ol  this  world  have  lo  save  them- 
selves or  slay  lost,  wondenng.  loo.  why 
Kale  never  could  admit  simple  desire  but 
had  lo  have  such  elaborate  and  painful 
excuses  Maybe  il  was  iust  as  well  God 
knows  how  many  people  il  would  be  if 
Kate  didn't  have  to  find  excuses 

"You're  so  silly,"  she  sa-d  softly,  turn- 
ing Kate  to  her     You  re  going  lo  have  a 
ternble  hangover " 
"She  reads  want  ads,"  Kate  said 
"So  do  you     and  want  lo  answer 
every  ad " 

"Maybe  somebody  who  can  will 
Maybe  somebody  relatively  sane  and 
relatively  loving.   " 

"And  relalively  good  looking  and  rela- 
tively attractive    " 
"And  relatively  free  " 
Which  you  really  areni.  '  Sarah  said, 
enclosing  Kale,  saying  a  momenl  later 
Quietly,  darling,  quietly  " 

In  the  morning,  Sarah  found  a  note 
addressed  to  Ihem  both  which  said 
simpfy,  "Thanks  and  you're  welcome 
Love,  Dad  "  Why  'Dad?  Why  'you're 
welcome1?  Sarcastic  Maybe  not  If  was 
hard  for  Sarah  to  agree  thai  she  had 
anything  to  thank  Mackie  for,  but  now 
thai  she  had  left,  perhaps  Sarah  could 
try  A  tumbler  ol  orange  juice  for  Kate 
was  a!  the  moment  more  important  That 
was  all  she  could  really  do,  love  and 
lend  the  fragments  of  other  people  thai 
lodged  in  Kale 

"She's  gone?"  Kale  asked,  dressed 
and  ready  for  work,  remarkably  clear- 
eyed  for  the  Circumstances 

"Yes,"  Sarah  answered,  bandmq  her 
thenole  "Why 'Dad'?" 
"A  sort  of  joke."  Kate  sard 
Why  you're  welcome?  Is  she  be.nq 
sarcastic'" 

"Not  exactly."  Kate  said    "She  resisted 
the  temptation  to  draw  us  a  picture  anv- 
way." 
"Picture'" 

Kate  checked  the  temptation  to  furnish 
Ihe  picture  herself,  humiliation  imposed 
on  humiliation  until  Mackie  had  become 
an  artis!  as  fine  as  her  tormentors  to 
show  Kate,  for  instance,  how  smugly 
unloving  she  was.  how  exploiting  ol  lone- 
mess,  dnjnkenly  groping  at  those  lovely 
large  breasts  '* 

"Kale? 

Kate  shrugged  and  took  her  orange 
luice.  Sarah  would  not  understand  Kate's 
guilt  any  more  than  she  would  under- 
stand Mackie  s  before  those  picture 
drawing  officers  Whal  a  solid  bamer  that 
was  between  them   Kale  leaned  on  the 
krtchen  counter 

Well,  all  nght.  don't  draw  me  a 
picture,    Sarah  said 

"No.  I  won  i.    Kate  agreed,  and 
smiled  D 
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Gays  under 
socialism 


Male  Homosexuality 

in  the  German  Democratic  Republic 


by  Jim  Sleakley 


Most  of  Ihe  gay  liberatlonist  writing 
on  socialism  which  has  appeared 
during  the  past  several  years  has  been 
ot  three  sorts.  One  approach, 
exemplified  by  the  work  ot  Thorstad. 
Lauritsen,  and  mote  recently  of 
Jonathan  Katz.  has  presented  historical 
intormation  on  hitherto  unknown  or 
forgotten  discussions  within  the  interna- 
tional socialist  movement  Taking  such 
modern  classics  as  Marcuse's  Eros  and 
Civilization  as  its  starting  point,  a 
second  kind  ot  writing  has  been  highly 
theoretical  and  abstract,  and  all  too 
otten  purely  Utopian  This  tendency  to 
speculation  may  In  part  be  an  attempt  to 
compensate  for  the  homophobic 
policies  ot  some  contemporary  socialist 
organizations  and  regimes.  Writings 
devoted  to  ihis  last  point  make  up  a 
third  category,  and  Cuba  is  a  case  in 
point.  The  lorced  labour  camps  and  the 
discrimination  of  gay  artists  and 
teachers  m  Cuba  during  the  1960s  have 
been  widely  discussed  in  gay  liberation 
publications. 

This  article  is  intended  to  broaden 
Ihe  parameters  of  the  discussion  in  a 
small  way  by  presenting  information  on 
another  socialist  country  East  Ger- 
many, or  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (GDR)  By  approaching  the 
subject  historically,  some  of  the 
shortcomings  ot  the  earlier  Cuba  dis- 
cussion can  hopefully  be  avoided  The 
Cuba  debate  began  with  a  few  isolated 
tacts  taken  out  of  their  social  and 
historical  context,  and  it  ended  with 
helpless  moralizing.  Particularly  poig- 
nant are  those  reports  of  disillusioned 
members  ot  the  Venceremos  Brigade 
and  others,  who  used  subiective  impres- 
sions of  a  brief  stay  in  Cuba  to  paint  a 
picture  of  misery  Because  these  writers 
largely  ignored  Cuban  history,  their 
accounts  have  frequently  appeared  as 
anticommunlst  object  lessons,  provid- 
ing the  justification  for  libertarian  and 
anarchist  polemics. 

The  starting  points  of  the  regimes  in 
Cuba  and  the  GDR  were  drastically 
different,  and  this  simple  (act  has  had  a 
direct  impact  upon  their  sexual  politics 
Whereas  Cuba  has  a  Cathoiic  heritage 
augmented  by  Latin  machismo,  the 
GOR's  population  has  a  Protestant 
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background  and  inherited  a  fairly  recent 
iradition  of  sexual  emancipation  move- 
ments. A  national  liberation  movement 
in  Cuba  must  be  contrasted  with  an 
imposed  socialist  revolution  "from  the 
top"  m  Ihe  GDR.  Finally.  Cuba  has  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  being 
an  Island,  whereas  the  GDR  had  an 
open  border  to  Ihe  capitalist  West  tor 
the  firs!  twelve  years  ot  Its  history.  Each 
socialist  country  has  had  to  come  to 
terms  with  such  local  peculiarities,  and 
Ihe  degree  of  success  has  varied  quite 
considerably 

Since  North  American  readers  are 
generally  unacquainted  with  the  history 
ot  the  GDR,  an  explanatory  preface  is  in 
order  Although  it  Is  common  know- 
ledge that  China  (to  choose  an  arbitrary 
example)  has  gone  through  clear  histor- 
ical stages,  such  as  the  Cultural 
Revolution  or  the  disastrous  Great  Leap 
Forward,  a  similar  breakdown  tor  the 
GDR  may  elicit  a  few  smiles.  The  history 
of  this  27-year-old  republic  is  customar- 
ily broken  down  into  ihree  stages, 
which  will  provide  the  outline  for  Ihis 
report.  The  first  period  is  actually  a 
prehistory  of  sorts,  lor  it  antedates  the 
founding  of  the  GDR:  the  Antifascist- 
Democratic  Renewal  (1945-1949),  The 
second  period  is  known  as  the  Transi- 
tion from  Capitalism  to  Socialism 
(1949-1961)  The  latest  period  (from 
1961  to  the  present)  is  termed  the 
Comprehensive  Construction  of 
Socialism 

The  Antifascist- 
Democratic 
Renewal  (1945-1949) 

What  we  have  termed  the  prehistory 
of  the  GDR  was,  of  course,  the 

imediate  postwar  period,  when  Ger- 
many was  divided  into  four  great 
territories  by  Ihe  conquering  Allies.  The 
area  now  known  as  the  GDR  was  then 
the  Soviet  Occupied  Zone,  matched  by 
occupied  zones  to  the  West.  By  mutual 
agreement,  Ihe  four  powers  —  the  USA, 
France,  Britain,  and  the  USSR  — 
embarked  upon  a  programme  of  de- 
Nazification.  intended  to  undo  Ihe 
effects  of  the  twelve-year  fascist  dic- 
tatorship. In  the  upshot,  this  period  also 
saw  the  proclamation  of  a  strategic 
■'cold "  war  by  the  USA.  and  It  ended 
with  the  decision  of  the  three  Western 
powers  to  create  a  West  German  state, 
the  Federal  Republic.  In  order  to  halt 
the  growth  of  communism.  The  Soviet 
Union,  which  had  backed  plans  for  the 
reunification  of  Germany,  was  left 


holding  the  bag.  In  October  of  1949,  the 
GDR  was  formally  proclaimed  to  meet 
Ihe  challenge  of  West  Germany 

During  this  period  ot  de-Nazi  lie  at  ion, 
Ihe  gay  scene  In  Ihe  Soviet  Occupied 
Zone  was  marked  by  a  rapid  recovery 
from  the  genocldaliy  homophobic 
policies  of  German  fascism  Homosexu- 
als came  out  of  hiding  or  returned  from 
concentration  camps,  and  gay  bars 
began  to  reopen  In  both  Ihe  East  and 
the  West.  Overall,  the  de-Nazificatlon 
programme  carried  ool  in  the  Soviet 
Occupied  Zone  was  lar  more  aggressive 
and  thorough  than  those  in  the  Western 
zones.  The  Immediate  benefit  for  gay 
people  came  with  the  repeal  of  Para- 
graph 175a.  the  Nazi  law  which  had  led 
to  Ihe  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  tens, 
perhaps  hundreds  ot  thousands  of 
homosexuals.  This  law  was  struck  down 
by  the  Superior  State  Court  of  Halle  in 
1948.  By  contrast,  it  remained  in  effect 
in  West  Germany  until  1969. 

Paragraph  I75awas.  however,  no 
more  than  an  extension  of  Paragraph 
175.  part  of  the  German  criminal  code 
promulgated  in  1871   Paragraph  175 
made  sodomy  punishable  by  up  to  four 
years  in  prison,  and  it  remained  on  the 
books  in  the  Soviet  Occupied  Zone.  An 
only  partially  successful  campaign 
against  both  paragraphs  was  conducted 
by  Dr  Rudolf  Klimmer.  a  distinguished 
psychiatrist  who  now  lives  in  retirement 
For  many  years.  Dr.  Klimmer,  71.  was  a 
courageous  fighter  against  homophobic 
statutes  and  attitudes  in  socialist  socie- 
ty, and  his  biography  deserves  brief 
attention. 

As  a  medical  student  in  Dresden 
during  the  Weimar  Republic,  Klimmer 
made  a  number  of  visits  to  Berlin  to 
keep  abreast  of  developments  within  the 
homosexual  emancipation  movement, 
aspecialty  Dr.  Magnus  Hlrschfeld  s 
Scientific-Humanitarian  Committee. 
Klimmer  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Communist  Party,  as  was  the  Commit- 
tee's secretary  and  later  chairperson, 
Richard  Linsert,  After  receiving  his  M.D. 
in  1931,  Klimmer  planned  to  follow  in 
his  father's  footsteps  by  teaching 
medicine,  Klimmer  was  expelled  from 
his  university  position  as  an  assistant 
professor  in  1933  and  relegated  to  a 
post  in  8  sanatorium  by  the  Nazis. 
Klimmer  was  forced  to  hide  both  his 
political  views  and  his  sexual  orienta- 
tion during  the  twelve-year  laseisi 
dictatorship,  and  he  married  a  Lesbian 
as  part  of  his  "inner  emigration."  Later, 
following  a  divorce,  he  left  Germany  by 
joining  the  merchant  marine  as  a  ship's 


doctor,  and  he  still  has  fond  memories 
of  layovers  in  Vancouver  and  San 
Francisco. 

Following  the  deleal  of  the  Nazis. 
Klimmer  chose  fo  settle  In  the  Soviet 
Occupied  Zone  and  rejoined  ihe  Com- 
munist Party.  He  launched  a  one-man 
campaign  which  aimed  at  repealing  all 
laws  against  homosexuality,  re- 
establishing Hirschfeld's  Institute  for 
Sexual  Science,  and  agitating  with 
Soviet  and  local  authorities  lor  the  full 
equality  ol  gay  people  His  initiatives,  as 
indicated,  met  with  only  partial  success. 
Although  Paragraph  1 75a  was  repealed, 
Paragraph  175  remained.  The  au- 
thorities did  not  grant  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Institute  for  Sexual  Science, 
instead  appointing  Klimmer  medical 
director  of  Dresden's  Polyclinic,  here  he 
was  able  to  establish  the  first  Marriage 
and  Sexual  Counselling  Centre  of  the 
Soviet  Occupied  Zone,  which  became 
the  model  for  dozens  of  similar  centres 
now  located  throughout  the  GDR. 
Klimmer  also  embarked  upon  a  career 
similar  to  Hirschfeld's,  continuing  his 
medical  practice  and  appearing  as  an 
expert  witness  in  numerous  court  cases 
involving  homosexuals,  arguing  at  every 
turn  for  Ihe  repeal  of  Paragraph  175. 
The  thousands  of  letters,  records,  and 
affidavits  in  Dr.  Klimmers  files  docu- 
ment an  uniiring  campaign  against 
discrimination  and  injustice. 

Overall.  Ihe  Antifascist-Democratic 
Renewal  was  marked  by  limited  gains 
for  GDR  gays.  The  monuments  to  the 
victims  of  fascism  and  militarism 
throughout  the  GDR  occasionally  —  but 
only  occasionally  —  refer  to  the  facl 
that  homosexuals  were  one  category  of 
victims.  In  the  Museum  of  German 
History  in  Ihe  capital.  Berlin,  a.concen- 
tration  camp  uniform  with  a  pink  triangle 
is  on  display  —  but  without  an 
explanation  ol  what  it  stood  for,  A  clinic 
in  Oranienburg.  on  the  outskirts  of 
Berlin,  is  named  in  honor  of  Magnus 
Hlrschfeld,  memorallzing  him  as  a     . 
physician  and  a  victim  of  Nazism  — but 
not  as  a  homosexual  emancipationist 
Homosexuals  were  generally  able  to 
return  to  Ihe  place  in  German  society 
which  they  had  held  before  Hitler's  rise 
lo  power,  but  no  further. 

The  Transition  from 
Capitalism  to  Socialism 
(1949-1961) 

With  the  formal  founding  of  the  GDR 
in  1949.  the  cokJ  war  hostilities  between 
socialism  and  capitalism  Intensified  and 
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entered  a  period  of  chronic  crisis  The 
West  used  every  means  at  us  disposal 
to  destroy  Ihe  GOR.  ranging  from 
economic  sabotage  to  CIA  subversion 
About  one-tenth  of  (he  GDR's  popula- 
tion —  mostly  upper-  and  middle-class 
professionals  —  opted  (o  emigrate  to 
the  West  Although  no  studies  have 
been  made.  It  Is  likely  that  homosexuals 
1  were  statistically  over  represented 
I  among  those  who  chose  to  emigrate 
This  brain  dram  was  matched  [n 
seriousness  by  smuggling  across  the 
open  border  between  the  two  states  By 
subsidizing  the  costs  ol  rood,  rents,  and 
basic  commodities,  the  GDR  held  living 
expenses  at  their  1945  level  (which  they 
continue  to  have  today)  Faced  with 
costs  five  to  ten  times  higher  at  home, 
many  Wesl  Germans  did  all  of  their 
shopping  in  the  GOR,  particularly  in 
Berlin  Thus  the  GDR  made  relatively 
slow  economic  and  social  advances 
during  this  period,  which  was  closed  in 
1961  by  Ihe  construction  of  the  tragi- 
cally necessary  wall  along  Ihe  border 
between  the  German  stales 

The  gay  scenes  in  bolh  countries 
were  generally  similar  during  these 
years  Gays  could  choose  to  go  to  a 
variety  ol  bars  on  either  side  of  the 
border,  although  GDR  gays  Often  felt 
disadvantaged  in  Ihe  West  because 
their  clothing  was  shabbier,  less    Amer- 
ican," while  Ihe  price  of  drinks  seemed 
astronomically  high  And  Western  gays 
were  usually  somewhat  ill  at  ease  in  Ihe 
GDR  as  well  Allowing  for  the  difference 
in  population  (at  17  million,  Ihe  GOR 
has  only  about  30  percent  of  the  West's 
population),  Ihe  GDR  matched  the  West 
In  lerms  of  subcultural  institutions  such 
as  dance  bars,  steam  baths,  access  to 
homophlJe  periodicals,  and  so  on 

Wesl  Germany  was  scarcely  a  haven 
for  homosexuals  during  these  years. 
Ruled  by  Ihe  Christian-Democratic  Party 
(the  name  tells  II  all),  Ihe  federal  govern- 
ment was  adamantly  opposed  lo  law 
reform  which  might  improve  the  situa- 
tion of  gay  people,  and  local  authorities 
were  extremely  intolerant  of  Ihe  gay 
subculture  Police  entrapment  and  raids 
on  bars  and  baths,  unheard  of  in  the 
GDR,  were  common  in  the  Wesl.  A 
handful  of  West  Germans  who  were  In 
contact  with  the  Swiss  and  Dutch  gay 
movements  established  underground 
organizations,  and  Ihey  were  quite 
properly  concerned  about  their  mailing 
lists  falling  inlo  Ihe  hands  of  the  police 
In  a  low-key  way.  Ihey  urged  legal 
reform  throughout  these  years. 

Similar  moves  for  law  reform  In  the 
GDR  were  continued  by  Dr.  Rudolf 
Klimmer.  who  agitated  openly  among 
the  governmental  bodies  on  both  Ihe 
national  and  provincial  levels  In  I95t, 
the  legislature  of  Saxony  voted  to  repeal 
Paragraph  175  in  that  province,  The 
national  government  quickly  made  its 
position  known  criminal  code  provi- 
sions could  not  be  altered  by  individual 
provinces,  and  Paragraph  175  was 
reslored  in  Saxony  In  protest.  Dr. 
Klimmer  resigned  his  party  member- 
ship He  has  remained  outside  the  party 
ever  since,  which  has  limited  his 
effectiveness  in  promoting  reform. 

With  some  success,  Klimmer  set  out 
to  win  the  support  of  prominent  GDR 
citizens  for  the  campaign.  His  efforts 
were  strongly  backed  by  the  GDR's  then 
Minister  o!  Justice,  Hitde  Benjamin;  she 
urged  repeal  of  Paragraph  175  in  Ihe 
country  s  leading  legal  loumals.  There 
was  (and  still  Is)  a  high  degree  of 
acceptance  of  homosexuals  within  the 
cultural  sector  of  the  GDR.  but  the 
GDR's  then  Minister  of  Culture,  the  poet 
Johannes  R  Becher.  refused  fo  take  a 
public  stand  on  law  reform  This  was 
particularly  disappointing  in  light  of  Ihe 
tact  that  Beeher's  homosexuality  was 
common  knowledge  scandal- 
mongenng  West  German  loumalists 
gave  front-page  coverage  to  his  rela- 
tionship with  a  construction  worker 
Klimmer  did,  however,  receive  the 
support  of  numerous  other  agencies 
and  individuals.  Including  one  of  the 
GDR  s  mosl  famous  writers.  Ludwig 
Renn.  a  party  veteran  whose  novels 
frequently  turn  on  gay  themes  Renn, 
who  is  87  spoke  out  publicly  in  defense 


of  homosexuals  in  the  1950s  and  60s, 
and  only  declines  to  do  so  now  because 
of  his  advanced  age. 

Klimmer's  efforts  during  this  period 
were  rewarded  by  the  judicial  decision 
in  1957  to  discontinue  prosecutions  on 
the  basis  of  Paragraph  175  except  in 
cases  involving  assault,  coercion,  or 
minors  This  move  may  have  been 
influenced  by  the  Soviet  Union's  Twen- 
tieth Party  Congress  (1956),  which 
initiated  the  de- Stall  nization  process  in 
the  Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist 
countries  It  was  apparently  recognized 
that  the  criminalization  ol  sodomy  was  a 
juridical  artifact  of  the  Stalin  period,  tor 
the  Soviet  law  had  been  promulgated  in 
1934  Thus  Paragraph  175  provisionally 
remained  on  the  books  but  was 
enforced  onfy  in  certain  cases.  A 
number  ot  court  decisions  handed 
down  during  these  years  reveal  that  the 
government  was  actually  inclined  to 
dismiss  cases  involving  minors  if  the 
defendant  could  demonstrate  that  he 
was  having  a  beneficial  and  educative 
influence  upon  Ihe  younger  male  Some 
judges  even  entrusted  orphans  and 
juvenile  delinquents  as  wards  to  their 

Most  GDR  publications  on  homosex- 
uals during  this  period"were  nonethe- 
less quite  negative.  One  sex  education 


num  opus  in  1958  This  book,  Die 
Homosexual  Rat.  must  be  regarded  as  a 
worthy  successor  to  Magnus  Hirchteld  s 
monumental  study  of  1914.  Divided  into 
two  sections,  which  treat  the  biological 
and  sociological  aspects  of  homosexu- 
ality respectively.  Klimmer  s  book  pre- 
sents an  exhaustive  and  occasionally 
pedantic  survey  of  all  previous  research 
on  the  subject  before  moving  to  its  own 
conclusions  According  lo  Klimmer. 
homosexuals  basically  ditfer  from 
heterosexuals  only  in  respect  to  their 
sex  object  selection;  aM  other  differ- 
ences are  the  result  ol  social  discrimi- 
nation. The  book  concludes  with  a  direct 
appeal  for  the  elimination  ot  Paragraph 
1 75  and  other  forms  of  discrimination 
Klimmer  offered  the  book  to  virtually 
every  publisher  in  the  GDR  only  to 

ive  refection  slips  (Hirschfeld,  loo. 
had  great  trouble  in  finding  a  publisher 
lor  his  book  )  Turning  to  his  last  resort, 

mer  finally  found  a  publisher  in 
Hamburg.  West  Germany.  As  a  result. 

ras  called  on  the  carpet  by  the  GDR 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  which  at  that 
time  had  to  approve  all  manuscripts 
which  were  to  be  published  in  the  West. 
Heated  exchanges  followed.  But  there 

i  no  further  repercussions  Klimmer's 
book,  incidentally,  is  now  in  print  in  Its 
ird.  expanded  edition. 


reader i  hip  of  Das 


ed  In  Ihe  February 


GDR.  Or.  Rudolph  Klimmer  (2nd  fi 


book  published  in  1956.  for  example, 
stated  that  this  "deviance"  could  either 
be  the  result  of  hormonal  imbalance  (no 
guilt)  or  the  outcome  of  "idleness''  and 
heterosexual  "oversatiation"  (guilt). 
This  was  an  obvious  Ihrowback  to  early 
views  on  homosexuality,  such  as  those 
propagated  by  Krafft-Ebing.  The  pecul- 
iar emphasis  upon  idleness  and  the 
preposterous  notion  that  homosexuality 
could  be  Cured  by  "hard  work,  athletics, 
etc     reflected  the  larger  GDR  program 
ol  intensive  labour  to  keep  the  state 
from  floundering  economically,  hard 
work  became  the  therapy  of  choice  for 
an  astonishing  range  ol  maladies  during 
the  1950s.  Even  worse,  such  sex 
education  books  at  times  ideologized 
"--  *ssue  by  labelling  homosexuality  a 
bourgeois  deviance,  remarking  that  it 
was  particularly  common  among  the 
pleasure-seeking  offspring  of  wealthy 
families  and  asocial  elements  from 
other  classes  '  Such  vulgar  manifesta- 
tions of  cold  war  thinking  have  merci- 
fully disappeared  from  more  recent 

To  counter  such  homophobic  misin- 
formation, Klimmer  published  his  mag- 
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The  Comprehensive 
Construction  of  Socialism 
(1961  to  present) 

During  the  most  recent  historical 
period,  the  GDR  has  undergone  a 
number  of  socio-economic  changes 
which  clearly  distinguish  it  from  the 
West.  Beginning  in  1961,  the  GDR  Imally 
took  measures  which  had  long  been 
delayed  the  complete  collectivization  of 
farmlands  and  the  expropriation  of 
privately  owned  stores  and  industries 
Since  most  bars  and  baths  were 
privately  owned  and  managed  up  to 
1961,  Ihis  had  a  direct  impact  upon  the 
urban  gay  scene  in  a  few  cases,  Ihe 
state  agency  which  manages  taverns 
and  restaurants  initially  refused  to  staff 
bars  (gay  and  straight)  which  had  a 
"bad"  reputation  In  other  cases,  gay 
people  returned  to  their  accustomed 
haunts  onfy  to  find  themselves  con- 
fronted by  unknown  and,  frequently 
enough,  hostile  employees 

Although  the  urban  subculture  has 
shrunk  considerably  since  1961,  H 
should  in  all  fairness  be  noted  that 
virtually  every  city  with  a  population 


upwards  of  50,000  has  a  gay  bar  ~ 

Dresden  and  Leipzig  have  four  each. 
and  Berlin  has  five  as  well  as  a  steam 
bath  These  institutions  are  much  like 

those  in  any  small  North  American  city 
the  patrons  are  straight  during  the  day, 
but  gradually  withdraw  in  the  evening 
and  are  replaced  by  an  all-gay  crowd 
There  may  be  a  steady  turnover  m  the 
staff,  but  the  patronage  remains  (he 
same  Frictions  have  developed  when  a 
homophobic  manager  was  assigned  to 
i  gay  bar  out  such  managers  generally 
request  a  transfer  after  a  short  time 

Since  the  construction  o(  the  border 
wall,  GDR  gays  who  once  travelled  to 
the  West  now  vacation  in  other  socialist 

s  (Prague  and  Budapest  are  their 
favorites)  and  play  host  to  visitors  from 
the  West  There  are  particularly  strong 
ties  between  the  feather  fraternities  in 
Ihe  two  German  states,  and  GDR  gays 

n  with  envious  fascination  to  re- 
ports of  the  latest  Western  linenes  — 
(he  trend  to  backroom  bars  and  dance 
palaces  that  are  cropping  up  in  the 
largest  cities  They  hope  thai  similar 
developments  may  come  about  in  the 
GDR  if  Ihe  government  carries  through 
plans  now  being  discussed  under  which 
bars  and  restaurants  would  be  leased 
on  a  long-term  basis  to  independent 
managers  In  that  event,  it  is  certain  thai 
gay  people  will  staff  some  bars  and 
ork  to  create  an  intimate  atmosphere 
Perhaps  because  of  the  restricted  bar 
scene,  the  gay  population  of  the  GOR 
appears  to  have  a  greater  tendency  lo 
form  long-lasting  couple  relationships 
than  do  West  German  (or,  (or  that 
matter,  North  American)  homosexuals 
The  durability  of  such  relationships  may 
also  reflect  the  relative  lack  of  anomie 
and  competitiveness  in  socialist  socie- 
ty, yet  Ihe  prevalence  of  gay  couples  is 
all  the  more  striking  in  light  of  Ihe  fact 
that  at  50  percent  and  still  climbing,  the 
GDR's  divorce  rate  is  the  highest  in  ihe 
world  Although  it  deserves  a  more 
detailed  analysis'  GDR  citizens  properly 
interpret  Ihe  divorce  rale  as  an  index  of 
women's  emancipation  rather  than  so- 
cial collapse  In  any  case,  Ihe  gay 
couples  are  seldom  burdened  by  the 
ideology  of  pure  monogamy,  and  affairs 
on  the  side  as  well  as  casual  sexual 
encounters  are  standard   Parks, 
beaches  (where  nude  bathing  is  wide- 
spread), and  other  public  places  have 
never  been  Ihe  locus  of  police  entrap- 
ment, and  arrests  lor  public  Indecency 
are  virtually  unknown 

The  legal  situation  of  GDR  gays 
improved  considerably  in  1968  with  the 
elimination  of  Paragraph  175.  the 
culmination  ot  Or  Klimmer's  twenty- 
year  campaign   Part  of  an  overall 

ilnal  code  reform,  this  measure 
placed  the  GDR  on  the  same  progres- 
sive level  as  Hungary,  Poland,  and 
Czechoslovakia,  which  also  decrimi- 
nalized sodomy  in  the  mid-1960s 
GDR  gays  continue  to  complain,  how- 
ever, because  Ihey  are  subjected  to 
discrimmalion  by  the  terms  of  Para- 
graphs 150  and  151,  which  penalize  the 
sexual  abuse"  of  children  and  minors, 
respectively.  Although  the  criminal  code 
provides  lor  a  uniform  age  of  consent, 
heterosexual  offenders  can  be  sen- 
tenced for  up  to  two  years  whereas 
homosexual  offenders  can  be  sen- 
tenced for  up  to  three.  Dr.  Klimmer 

rdi  it  as  his  greatest  success  that 
these  paragraphs  explicitly  contain  a 
provision  allowing  prison  terms  to  be 
suspended  in  favor  of  probation,  and 
court  practice  shows  that  Ihis  option 
has  been  widely  adopted  in  cases  which 
do  not  involve  assault  or  coercion. 

An  important  question  remains,  the 
legal  situation  of  GOR  gays  has 
changed  for  the  better,  but  what  about 
(he  climate  of  public  opinion?  Unfor- 
tunately, there  are  no  public  opinion 
surveys  to  compare  with  those  made  in 
West  Germany,  which  indicate  that  a 
majority  ot  the  populate  n  jither '  toler- 
ates   or  fully    accepts  rOsexualfty 
it  is  a  cliche  that  the  popu  atton  r-i  the 
GDR  is  halt  Saxon,  hall  Prussian,  and 
ins  arc  generjlty  more  rigid 
and  prudish  than  Wesl  German  ethnics 
On  the  oihe:  hand,  the  recent  Kmiey 
Institute  study  suggests  thai  the  oer- 
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sonai  adjustment,  of  homosexuals is 
independent  of  the  degree  of  social 
toler  ance  One  realistic  area  of  Inquiry  is 
ihe  degree  of  discrimination  in  such 
areas  as  housing  and  employment 

Gays  have  long  teen  dissalislied  Oy 
Ihe  GDR  a  governmental  housing  agen- 
cy, which  assigns  space  on  the  Basis  of 
family  size  and  makes  it  virtually 
impossible  lor  a  bachelor  to  rent  more 
man  a  studio  apartment  Housing  is  still 
at  a  premium  in  the  GDR  and  it  was 
only  in  1975  that  Berlin,  for  example. 
attained  the  per-capita  level  ot  housing 
■    ,.,o  prior  to  World  War  M  Inorder 
■juntry  Irom  sinking 
below  fa  current  zero  population 
growth,  the  government  makes  no 
bones  aboul  rewarding  childbirth,  and 
while  abortion  and  contraceptives  are 
Ireely  available,  premarital  sen  and 
unmarried  motherhood  are  promoted  in 
pop  songs  The  housing  pinch  has 
limited  gays  in  the  kind  ot  housekeep- 
ing arrangemenls  they  can  make  with 
friends  or  lovers,  bul  they  are  optimistic 
that  the  GOfl's  ongoing,  high-priority 
construction  programme  will  open  new 
opllons  within  the  next  decade  For  the 
time  being,  the  law  that  rent  cannot 
exceed  ten  percent  of  an  individual's 
income  does  not  keep  GDR  citizens 
from  complaining  about  cramped 


In  the  area  Of  employment,  homose*' 
uais  are  occasionally  fired  by  a 
homophobic  superior  But  gays  have 
successfully  argued  their  cases  in 
special  GDR  workers  courts  and  had 
their  |obs  restored  with  backpay  In  a 
country  wilh  the  nghl  (not  the  obliga- 
tion) to  work  and  a  serious  labor 
shortage,  |ob  performance  has  become 
Ihe  sole  criterion  for  hiring  and  fifing, 
Wiihin  the  educational  system,  even 
those  pedophiles  who  have  run  afoul  ol 
rhe  law  rarely  lose  their  jobs,  instead. 
they  are  placed  on  probation  and  quieily 
transferred  to  another  school  district 
Incioenlally,  all  males  in  the  GDR  are 
subjecl  to  Ihe  draft  lor  eighteen  months 
of  military  service,  and  homosexuality  is 
grounds  for  neither  non-mduclion  nor 
discharge. 

There  is  particular  interest  in  the 
question  of  how  homosexuality  reflects 
on  party  membership.  Party  members 
are  expected  to  be  ol  unimpeachable 
moral  character  and  a  model  to  other 
citizens  of  the  GDR,  and  any  comrade 
who  is  guilty  of  a  crime  can  expect  to 
be  dropped  Immediately  While  this 
does  not  include  such  misdemeanors  as 
a  traffic  violation,  prosecutions  under 
ihe  'sexual  abuse"  articles  ot  the 
criminal  code  are  regarded  as  serious 
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Monuments  io  the  victims  of  Fascism,  like  inn  one  at  Ihe  site  of  Ihe  Sechsenhausen 
concentration  Camp,  are  located  throughout  Ihe  GDR    Thai  homosexuals  made  up  one 
category  ot  victims,  trie    pink  triangles    {note  the  triangle  mo,. I  in  ihe  stonework).  Is 
mentioned  only  rarely  Gay  llberallonms  place  wreaths  at  some  ol  lhese  monuments  on 
August  8.  the  day  of  It 
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offenses,  and  both  gay  and  straight 
party  members  have  been  dropped  on 
these  grounds.  Procedurally,  comrades 
can  be  stripped  of  party  membership  by 
the  vote  of  their  local  cadre,  the 
smallest  party  unit  which  is  usually 
organized  around  workplace;  appeals 
can  be  taken  to  two  higher  levels  Gays 
who  avoid  conflict  with  the  law  can 
confidently  expect  to  remain  within  the 
party,  although  the  degree  of  tolerance 
vanes  from  one  cadre  to  the  next  Gays 
in  the  cultural  sector,  for  example,  have 
brought  their  lovers  to  social  functions 
without  any  repercussions,  while  factory 
workers  are  more  reluctant  to  so  indicate 
their  homosexuality  Party  members  who 
are  involved  in  the  gay  liberation 
movement  —  and  there  are  a  number  — 
have  experienced  no  difficulties  with 
their  cadres. 

The  gay  movement  in  Ihe  GDH  began 
with  a  round  of  private  discussions  in 
the  spnng  of  1972,  when  Berliners 
became  acquainted  with  the  emergence 
of  the  current  Wesl  German  gay 
liberation  movement.  The  GDR  move- 
ment now  has  adherents  in  several 
cities,  among  which  Berlin  and  Leipzig 
play  a  leading  role-  In  1973,  the  most 
active  group  named  itself  Homosexuelle 
Interessengememschaft  Berlin  (HIB), 
which  can  be  translated  roughly  as  the 
Berlin  Group  to  Advance  Ihe  Interests 
of  Homosexuals  "  Unlike  most  gay 
organizations  in  West  Germany,  the  HIB 
s  largely  made  up  of  workers  and 
professional  people  rather  lhan  stu- 
dents Lesbian-lemtms!  separatism  has 
not  manifested  itself  m  the  GDR.  and  a 
number  of  women  attend  the  HIB's 
weekly  meetings  Attendance  at  the 
HIB's  most  recent  dance  was  put  at  1 70, 
but  the  group  has  an  activist  core  ot 
only  about  30  people.  At  present. 
leadership  of  the  HIB  is  entrusted  to  a 
steering  committee  made  up  ol  two 
party  members  and  one  non-member. 

Although  the  HIB  waited  until  1976  to 
apply  tor  official  government  recogni- 
tion, it  by  no  means  had  an  under- 
ground status  during  its  first  four  years 
During  i(s  first  year,  the  group  decided 
after  prolonged  debate  lo  approach  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  see  if  the 
government  would  provide  a  public 
meeting  place  The  HIB  delegation 
angrily  withdrew  after  a  psychiatrist 
offered  lo  help  sel  up  weekly  meetings 

tor  group  therapy.  The  group  also 
contacted  the  national  labour  union,  the 
FDGB.  m  its  search  for  a  public  meeting 
place  The  FDGB  was  unable  to  provide 
rooms  but  urged  Ihe  HIB  to  continue  its 
search,  noting  that  gays  had  legitimate 
concerns  and  should  not  be  required  lo 
continue  meeting  in  private  homes. 
Protests  were  recently  lodged  with  the 
Berlin  police  concerning  the  lack  of 
protection  for  gay  citizens  who  were 
being  terrorized  by  queerbashers,  and 
the  HIB  got  a  positive  response.  The 
group  also  intervened  when  one  of 
Berlins  gay  bars  was  closed  in  1975. 
Protests  to  municipal  authorities 
orought  assurances  that  the  measure 
was  not  Intentionally  anti-gay  but  part  of 
a  larger  urban  renewal  programme  de- 
signed to  enhance  the  capital's  ■cos- 
mopolitan character"  which  would  soon 
lead  to  the  opening  of  several  new  bars 
"for  every  taste." 

A  new  civil  code  was  put  in  erfect  at 
the  beginning  of  1976  which  enabled 
the  HIB  to  apply  for  official  recognition. 
If  the  lengthy  application  materials 
which  have  been  submitted  are  ap- 
proved, the  HIB  will  be  able  to  distribute 
its  own  publications,  have  access  to  the 
public  media,  and  most  importantly, 
rent  a  storefront  for  use  as  a  meeting 
place  and  community  centre  With 
government  funding,  the  HIB  would  like 
to  expand  its  counseling  services  and 
conduct  a  larger  educational  campaign 
For  the  time  being,  the  HIB's  activities 
are  focused  on  weekly  meetings  usually 
devoted  to  a  discussion  or  presentation 
and  a  range  of  social  activities.  The 
most  successful  forum  which  the  HIB 
has  arranged  to  date  was  formally 
sponsored  by  the  Urania  Society,  a 
public  education  agency  Under  Its 
auspices.  Or  Peter  G  Klemm  s  lecture 


on    Sex  Roles  >n  Socialist  Society  " 
drew  a  capacity  crowd  ol  500  — 

perhaps  one-third  of  them  gay  —  on 
Junel.  1976 

Or  Klemm  s  lecture  and  the  ensuing 
discussion  represented  one  pole  within 
Ihe  current  scientific  debate  on  ihe 
status  of  homosexuals  within  GDR 
society  Klemm,  a  psychologist  and  sex 
counselor,  polemicized  against  the 
work  ol  Or  Gunter  Domer.  a  hormone 
researcher  attheChante  Hospital  m 
Berlin   Known  to  the  HIS  as  "Rat  Man, 
Domer  is  internationally  renowned  for 
his  endocrinological  research  and  be- 
lieves that  he  has  discovered  the  key  to 
sexual  orientation  In  laboratory  exper- 
iments, he  has  been  able  to  engineer 
sexual  behaviour  by  injecting  pregnant 
rals  with  hormones  early  in  the 
gestation  period.  Depending  upon  the 
injection,  he  has  been  able  to  produce 
titters  ot  entirely  "homosexual'1  or 
entirely  "heterosexuals"  rals.  Domer  s 
experiments  raise  the  spectre  of  preg- 
nant women  being  tested  for  hormonal 
"normalcy"  and  given  booster  shots  i( 
the  resulls  indicate  that  ihe  fetus  Is 

homosexual "  (Incidentally.  Kllmmer, 
who  knows  Dorner  personally,  states 
that  Domer  is  basically  uninterested  In 
sexuality  and  only  makes  his  extrava- 
gant claims  in  order  to  receive  research 
funding  ) 

Dr  Klemm  criticizes  Dorner  for  draw- 
ing conclusions  about  human  sexuality 
based  on  research  wilh  animals,  noting 
that  human  psychology  is  far  too 
complex  to  be  seen  as  an  analogue.  He 
also  challenges  Dorner  on  the  very 
desirability  of  manipulating  sexual  be- 
haviour In  a  1975  article  which  ap- 
peared in  Fur  Olch,  the  women's 
magazine  with  the  largest  circulation  In 
Ihe  GDR,  Klemm  argued 
It  is  one  of  many  human  achieve- 
ments to  have  liberated  sexuality  from 
lis  function  as  biological  reproduction 
and  to  have  made  it  into  an  indepen- 
dent source  ot  pleasure  and  life 
enrichment  Once  we  have  acknowl- 
edged this  and  accepted  the  funda- 
mentally human,  and  therefore  sods', 
function  ot  sexuality,  we  must  also 
grant  that  the  source  ol  pleasure 
cannot  be  set  by  biological  criteria; 
the  "wrong"  taste  in  pleasure  cannot 
be  declared  a  "sickness"  in  need  ot 
treatment.  Homosexuals  suffer  only  ir 
an  intolerant  milieu!  Homosexuality  is 
a  form  of  "deviance"  only  in  terms  of 
traditional  sex-role  concepts!  Any 
halfway  imaginative  heterosexual 
couple  deviates  Irom  Ihe  "natural"- 
e.g ,  the  sexual  behaviour  of  rats  — 
just  as  much  as  a  homosexual  couple. 
It  is  therefore  quite  proper  to  doubt 
whether  the  problem  of  bi-,  homo-  or 
hyposexuality  can  actually  be  solved 
with  a  shot  of  hormones  in  the  fourth 
month  of  pregnancy,  or  even  should 
be.  Changes  in  the  traditional  concept 
ot  sex  roles  are  certainly  the  more 
correct  and  above  all  Ihe  humane 
approach,  and  these  remarks  are 
intended  as  a  contribution  to  that 
goal. 

Dr.  Klemm  s  views  are  cited  at  length 
here  as  a  sample  of  the  progressive 
psychological  standpoint  which  is  be- 
coming increasingly  influential  in  the 
GDR  It  is  perhaps  significant  lhat  the 
founding  of  the  gay  movement  has 
come  since  1971.  when  the  government 
announced  that  Ihe  GDR  had  achieved 
the  level  of  a  "developed  socialist 
society"  and  could  now  begin  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  the  transition  to  com- 
munism. Nol  just  experts  but  gay  people 
from  all  walks  of  life  are  playing  a  role 
In  the  broad,  democratic  discussion  of 
Ihe  socialist  personality  and  sexuality, 
feminism,  and  the  future  of  the  family.  It 
would  be  foolish  to  try  to  predict  the 
future,  but  the  present  status  of  gay 
people  in  the  GDR  Is  captured  to  some 
extent  in  a  joke  now  making  the  rounds. 
II  is  cast  in  the  stock  form  of  a  query  to 
Radio  Envan,  which  always  begins  its 
answers  with  the  phrase  "In  principle 
and  then  proceeds  to   ■  -e  the  party 
line  m  somewhat  gar.  ,..)  lorm  Ques- 
tion    is  it  true  that  Pxt^r  Tchaikovsky 
was  a  homosexual''   Answer  Irom 
Envan     in  principle,  its  Irue,  but  that's 
not  Ihe  only  reason  we  honour  him  "□ 
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Five  years  of 
the  movement 


by  Ron  Dayman 


II  was  early  September  The  summer 
was  over  The  conlerence  was  almost 
over  Alter  the  turbulence  ot  other 
issues,  the  unanimous  vole  on  this  one 
seemed  strangely  placid: 
We  recognize  that  the  gay  movement 
may  develop  differently  in  various 
places   It  Is  for  Quebecois  gays  to 
determine  the  particular  form  of  the 
Quebec  gay  nghts  struggle 

Such  was  the  resolution  adopted  by 
,.ie  Fourth  Annual  Gay  Conlerence  in 
September,  1976,  and  endorsed  shortly 
afterwards  by  the  National  Gay  Rights 
CoaJilion  Most  English  Canada  gay 
organizations  voted  tor  it,  one  might 
fairly  speculate,  because  if  seemed  like 
the  "correct"  or  "progressive"  thing  to 
do  Wof  because  Ihey  understand  the 
Quebec  situation  n  also  seemed  a  way 
to  appease  a  Ouebec  delegaiion 
obviously  disgruntled  by  the  overwhelm- 
ing^ unilmgual  English  bras  ol  the 
gathering  —  despile  its  billing  as  a 
conference   tor  Canada  and  Quebec  ' 

The  Quebecois  themselves,  however, 
seemed  Irttle  more  dear  on  the  special 
status  of  the  Quebec  gay  movement 
lhan  their  English  Canada  counterparts 
This  was  evident  when,  at  the  outsel  ot 
the  Conference,  a  Quebec  caucus  —  the 
tirst  ever  —  had  been  called;  no 
comprehensive  discussion  ot  French 
Canada's  partjculanfy  had  occurred 
anywhere,  not  even  in  Quebec  The 
reachon  of  the  Quebecois  delegates  to 
the  anglophone  domination  ot  the  conler- 
ence launched  them  headlong  into  iusi 
such  a  discussion. 

Thus,  while  everyone  seems  to  agree 
that  the  situation  ot  Quebecois  gays  is 
particular,  no  one  —  least  of  all  [tie 
Quebecois  themselves  —  has  yet 
defined  thai  part.cutanty  In  mis  article  I 
hope  to  contribute  to  the  definition 
through  an  analysis  ol  the  history  of  the 
Ouebec  gay  movement  in  its  first  five 
years 

Initially,  "the  Quebec  gay  movement' 
as  a  label  must  be  defined  It  is  (irst  a 
movement  resincted  to  two  cities 
Montreal  and  Quebec  City  For  apart 
tram  a  few  seminars  al  the  University  ol 
Sherbrooke  and  a  lew  Inroads  by  Gays 
ol  Ottawa  into  Hull,  the  movement 
remains  in  these  two  metropolitan 
centres   But  then,  these  two  centres 
now  contain  nearly  half  the  province's 
so  million  people 

For  this  article,  the  label  will  refer 
pnmanly  to  the  gay  male  movement  in 
Quebec  as  elsewhere  lesbians  have  fell 
Ihe  need  to  organize  independently  — 
and  have  been  active  in  oorng  so  m 
Montreal  particularly  The  first  aulono- 
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mous  lesbian  organizations  in  Ihe 
country  were  established  here  Montreal 
is  the  site  of  the  only  lesbian  publicadon 
in  Canada.  Long  Time  Coming,  and  of 
the  first  two  lesbian  conferences  So  I 
leave  it  to  Quebec  lesbians  lo  unearth 
this  nch  and  vaned  herstory 

II  would,  further,  be  more  accurate  lo 
speak  of  Quebec  gay  movements  in  the 
plural  The  broad  unity  ot  Canadian  gay 
organizations  as  expressed  m  the 
establishment  ol  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  has  yet  lo  emerge  in  Quebec  It 
solidarity  has  been  a  major  focus  of  the 
Canadian  movement,  one  must  say  that 
Ihe  history  ol  the  Ouebec  gay  movement 
has  been  one  ot  division  and  potanlies 
Two  of  these  predominate  a  linguistic 
and  cultural  poianty,  and  a  polarity  of 
ideologies. 

Quebec:  The  polarities 

Neither  ol  these,  of  course,  Is  resinc- 
ted to  the  gay  movement.  As  social 
realities  they  touch  every  area  of  Quebec 
society  —  and,  inevitably,  the  gay  move- 
ment as  well. 

The  English-French  division  has  been 
widely  discussed  in  the  Canadian  media 
though  too  often  from  an  anglophone 
bias  which  emphasizes  a  confrontation 
between  English  Canada  and  French 
Ouebec  Fa;  more  relevant  is  Ihe 
situation  within  Quebec  itself.  Here  an 
English  speaking  minority  of  approxi- 
mately 20%  ot  the  population  control 
most  ol  Ihe  power  and  money  in  the 
province   As  a  result.  Ihe  80%  French- 
speaking  majonty  has  suffered  eoono* 
nomic.  cultural,  and  linguistic  oppression 

The  movement  tor  Quebec  indepen- 
dence reflects  this  reality  While  one 
would  exaggerate  to  say  that  all  Quebec- 
ois are  mdependentists,  Quebec  nation- 
alist senliment  is  certainly  widespread  to 
the  point  that  even  the  more  conserva- 
tive parties  have  been  forced  to  heed  it 

A  more  recenl  poianty  in  Quebec 
society  is  largely  ideological  in  nature 
This  has  resulted  from  the  shift  away 
from  a  rural-based,  patnarcha!  and 
Catholic  dominated  society  to  an 
industrialized,  polymorphous,  urban 
society  The  shift  has  occurred  gradually 
since  the  thirties  but  has  particularly 
accelerated  m  the  last  fifteen  years  with 
Ihe  so-called  "Quiet  Revolution  '  Of  par- 
ticular importance  dunng  this  penod  was 
the  Church  s  toss  of  control  of 
government,  education,  and  sooal 
institutions. 

The  Catholic  rural  values  almost 
universally  shared  in  the  past  have 
come  under  heavy  re-evaluation  in  the 
process  As  a  result,  a  marked  poianty       I 


Quebec  gay  organizations:  an  acronymic  guide 


CHUM 
GHAP 
CHAR/  GCAR 

AOGO 


Front  de  liberation  homosexuelle 
Centre  homophlle  d'alde  et  de  liberation 
GAY,  later  Gay  Mcglll 
Gay  Montreal  Association/ 

Association  homophlle  de  Montreal 
Montreal  Gay  Women 
Montreal  Community  Church 
Centre  homophlle  urbaln  de  Montreal 
Groupe  homosexuel  d  action  politique 
Comlte"  homosexual  antl- repress  Ion/ 

Gay  Coalition  Against  Repression 
Association  pour  les  droits  des  gal(e)s 
du  Quebec 


has  emerged  Al  one  pole  is  ihe 
Iraditional  value  system  still  shared  by 
rural  Quebecois  and  the  more  recenl 
immigrants  to  the  dry.  Al  the  other  is  that 
of  the  urban  dweller,  who  more  often 
than  not  is  a  member  of  an  exploited 
working  class. 

This  is  the  polarity  which  grants  lo 
Quebec  the  most  conservative  (and 
anti-gay)  party  tn  the  country  —  the 
Creditistes  —  and  (he  mosl  militant 
workers  movement  as  well 

These  two  polarities,  the  cultural  and 
the  ideological,  mosl  differentiate 
Quebec  society  from  English  Canada 
There,  a  more  homogeneous  linguistic 
cultural,  and  ideological  situation 
prevails 

The  gay  movement 

As  in  Quebec  society  in  general, 
anglophones  have  disproportionately 
dominated  Ihe  visible  gay  movement 
especially  In  Montreal  Several  factors 
may  account  lor  this   a  privileged 
economic  situation,  closer  cullural  links 
with  the  US  and  English  Canada  where 
the  gay  movement  was  first  established 
a  higher  percentage  of  anglophones  in 
Montreal  lhan  generally  in  the  jjrovmce 
Whatever  the  reason  for  this 
disproportion,  it  seems  also  to  exist  in 
the  women  s  and  lesbian  movements 
A  closer  took,  however,  reveals  that 
there  have  been  very  separate  English 
and  French  gay  movements   tn  fact  tne 
first  gay  organizations  m  Quebec  were 
established  by  francophone  gays 
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First  attempts 

In  October  1970  a  new  alternative 
publication  in  pockel  book  format 
appeared  in  Montreal.  Entitled 
Malnmlse.  th,s  publication  was  Ihe 
mouthpiece  lor  the  Quebecois  counter- 
cultural  movement  Several  gays  were 
among  its  staff  Translations  ol 
Amencan  gay  liberation  articles 


appeared  in  lis  first  two  i 
issue  (in  February  ig7t) 
included  an  article  calling  for  a  gay  liber- 
ation front  m  Montreal  Early  that 
year  Malnmlse  members  initialed 
meetings  which  eventually  led 'to  the 
establishment  ol  the  Front  de  liberation 
homosexuelle  (FIH)   By  July  1  they 
organized  a  major  gay  conlingent  in  an 
anti-oon federation  demonstration  —  a 
first  intervention  which  considerably 
surpnsed  Ihe  other  demonstrators  and 
provoked  considerable  anti-gay  sentiment 
Unfortunately,  Ihe  FLH.  like  mosl  early 
gay  liberation  groups  in  North  America, 
was  never  able  to  define  its  aims  Because 
it  was  the  only  group  around  it  attracted  a 
wide  diversity  of  gays  with  widely 
diffenng  ideologies  Its  more  progressive 
members,  including  Ihe  founders, 
eventually  dropped  out  —  in  November. 
1971   From  that  dale  on  the  group  was 
essentially  service-oriented  and  social   It 
incorporated  itself  and  established  a  gay 
drop-in  centre  Despile  —  or  perhaps 
because  ol  —  a  large  membership,  no 
specific  direction  was  ever  chosen 

On  June  17  the  FLH  opened  its  new 
centre  with  a  dance  In  the  early 
mommg  hours,  police  raided  the  centre 
arid  nested  forty  persons  —  for  being 
founa  m  an  establishment  selling  liquor 
without  a  permit.  Although  charges  were 
eventually  dropped  for  technical 
reasons,  the  harassment  had  created 
such  a  fearful  atmosphere  that  gays 
were  unwilling  to  return  By  the  (all  of 
1972.  Ihe  FLH  folded  Montreal's  first 
gay  group  was  thus  destroyed  by  a 
force  which  gays  would  (eel  again  and 
again  —  police  repression  Bui 
cooperating  with  this  destruction  was 
Ihe  lack,  within  the  Flh,  of  a  dear  and 
unified  direction 

ii  was  over  a  year  tai 
predominately  Irancopf 
would  reappe.v 
Ouebec  City,  a  lew  mc 
demise  of  the  FLH,  a  s.m,iai 
organ.^iron  emerged   In  January  1973, 
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several  gey*  and  members  o(  Tel-akJe. 
the  City's  distress  line,  set  up  the  Cenlre 
homophile  d  ante  el  de  Iteration 
[CHAL)  By  spnng,  me  group  had 
incorporated  and  negoliated  a  centre  m 
Ine  basemen'  of  a  Franciscan  church 
Like  the  FLH.  CHAL  had  a  varied 
purpose  and  membership:  social, 
service,  and  political  oneniations  were 
represented  in  Ihe  group  Ambitiously 
Ihe  young  organization  offered  to  hold 
Ihe  first  pan-Canadian  conference  in 
October.  1973  Over  eighty  delegates 
attended  from  across  Canada  The 
proceedings  were  dominated  by  lengthy 
oraanbaOonal  reports  and  procedural 
motions,  bul  delegates  were  very 
interested  10  witness  the  divisions  that 
were  surfacing  in  CHAL   lis  leadership 
was  hardly  homogeneous,  and  a 
dissident  group  appeared  at  the 
conference  to  protest  that  they  had  been 
excluded  from  it  The  dissidents  claimed 
that  CHAL  did  not  represent  all  Quebec 
City  gays,  an  important  development  to 
which  I  will  return  later  II  was  dear  thai 
CHAL  like  Ihe  FLH.  had  no  unified  per- 
spective. 

English  gays  organize 

Just  as  Ihe  FLH  was  closing  lis  doors. 
a  new  gay  group  was  opening  doors  in 
Montreal  Anglophone  gays  were 
emerging  Irom  their  closets  The  initiative 
came  —  as  would  prove  to  be  typical 
elsewhere  In  English  Canada  —  from  Ihe 
academic  community 

Dunng  1971-72  three  McGill  University 
instructors.  Bruce  Garside,  John  Southin, 
and  Linda  Page-Hollander,  initialed  a 
very  popular  seminar  on  sexism  which 
revolved  largely  around  gay  liberation 
themes  By  Ihe  tall  of  1972  this  evolved 
into  a  university  organization  initially 
known  as  GAY.  and  within  a  year  as  Gay 
McGill  As  Ihe  McGIII  Dally  pul  il  on 
September  22.  1972    McGill.  like  Montreal 
itsell  has  considerable  gay  potential, 
where  now  we  find  only  timid,  privatized, 
sexisl,  closeted  —  in  a  word,  oppressed 
—  homosexuals." 

In  its  early  stages  Gay  McGIII  con- 
centrated on  study  groups,  conscious- 
ness raising,  and  discussion.  Bul 
because  it  attracted  anglophone  mem- 
bers of  the  wider  gay  community,  con- 
sideraton  was  soon  given  to  ottering 
community  services  A  telephone  line 
was  begun  by  Christmas  1972  "Gay- 
line,'  as  the  service  was  called,  would 
soon  become  a  well-known  information 
source  and  rap-line  The  organization 
broughrin  speakers  such  as  George 
Histop  and  Pal  Murphy  of  CHAT 
(Toronto)  and  Franktln  Kameney 
ol  the  Matiachine  Society  (Washington). 
0  C),  links  with  Ihe  anglophone  gay 
movement  were  estabished  trom 
the  beginning.  On  November  18. 
Gay  McGill  held  Ihe  first  of  many 
very  successful  dances,  attracting 
five  hundred  people  Regular  cover- 
age was  obtained  in  the  university 
newspaper,  and  on  November  24  a  gay 
supplement  appeared 

Enthusiasm  was  high  among  Gay 
McGill  members  that  flrst  year.  For  many 
members,  nonetheless,  it  was  evident 
thai  the  group  was  too  insular.  Isolated 
in  the  English  gay  ghetto  around  McGill  it 
could  noi  serve  the  maiority  ot  the  gay 
community  The  result  was  two  separate 
outreaching  proiecls  —  a  gay  drop-in 
centre  and  a  community  bookstore 

In  October  1973,  several  Gay  McGill 
members,  including  Bruce  Garside, 
John  Southin,  and  Will  Aitken,  establish- 
ed Androgyny  Bookslore  in  downtown 
Montreal  The  store  ottered  gay 
liberation,  feminist,  and  non- sexist 
children's  literalure  Since  its  opening, 
Ihe  bookslore  has  acted  as  a  gay 
mlormalion  centre  as  well  as  ottered  a 
wide  selection  of  books.  Now  in  its  third 
year,  il  has  contributed  an  important 
measure  of  continuity  to  what  has  been 
a  very  discontinuous  movement 
However,  it  has  remained  essentially 
anglophone,  ottering  English  books  and 
predominately  anglophone  volunteer 
staff 

At  aboul  the  same  time,  several  other 
McGill  Gays,  led  by  Tony  Farebrother, 
were  selling  up  a  Gay  Drop-m  Centre  It 
opened  on  June  27.  1973,  and  offered  a 
variety  of  services,  social  functions, 
counselling,  a  gaylme  When  Ihe  centre 
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locauon  woukJ  attrad  francophone  gays 
—  which  did  occur,  since  no 
francophone  group  existed  ai  the  lime. 
but  control  of  the  cenlre  remained 
essentially  with  anglophones 

The  centre's  eahy  success  led  io  an 
ambttious  protect  of  expansion 
Members  envisaged  an  umbrella 
organization  which  would  finance  and 
oversee  all  gay  liberation  adivnies  in  If 
city  The  McGill  dances,  by  this  time  ih 
largest  regular  gay  dance  in  the  world 
with  up  10  two  thousand  in  attendance, 
would  provide  ample  funds. 


undertaken  in  the  Canadian  gay 
movement  Ihus  came  to  an  end, 
destroyed  by  its  own  internal 
contradidions  —  and  help  from  the 
Liquor  Board. 

Beyond  Gay  Montreal 

Its  demise  has  not.  however,  been  m 
vain.  Recent  developments  show  that 
Montreal's  anglophone  gays  have 
learned  several  important  lessons  Irom  it 

They  have  come,  first,  to  realize  ihe 
importance  ol  establishing  groups  with 
dearly  defined  directions  —  a  lesson  thei 
Canadian  counterparts  had  learned  long 
before  Since  the  disintegration  ol  Gay 
Montreal,  a  variety  of  English  groups 
have  sprung  up,  each  with  specific  goals 
and  each  addressing  itsell  to  spedfic 
needs.  Organized  lesbians  have  gone 
their  own  way. 


Denlse  Goyette __ 

In  January  1974  this  new  organization 
was  born  Ihe  Gay  Montreal  Associ- 
ation/Association  Homophile  de 
Montreal  (GMA/AHM).  Hopes  were  high. 
Women  and  men.  Irancophones  and 
anglophones  were  Io  be  included 

Bul  this  was  the  very  idealism  that 
would  eventually  destroy  the  organiz- 
ation, Totally  removed  Irom  Ihe  experi- 
ence ol  the  FLH.  this  group  made  the 
same  kind  of  mistakes,  only  worse  —  tor 
it  attempted  lo  draw  in  bolh  women  and 
francophones  under  Us  control.  The 
experiment  could  result  only  in  division, 
not  unity. 

For  Irancophones,  il  was  dear  Irom 
early  on  (hat  Ihey  were  outnumbered.  In 
an  early  meeling  ihey  walked  out. 
objecting  to  English  chauvinism.  Thai 
Gay  Montreal  was  to  be  an  Anglophone 
organization  was  formalized  when,  In 
May  1974.  it  moved  back  to  the  McGill 
gay  ghetto,  thus  abandoning  all  but  the 
shallowest  pretense  of  serving  Ihe 
French  community 

"Montreal  lesbians,  for  Iheir  part,  had 
initially  organized  as  the  women's 
committee  of  Gay  McGill.  In  1973  they 
established  an  autonomous  lesbian 
group,  Montreal  Gay  Women,  and  the 
country's  first  lesbian  journal.  Long 
Time  Coming.  After  conflicts  led  them  to 
leave  the  Women's  Centre,  where  they 
had  been  meeting,  they  considered 
joining  forces  with  the  men  and  sharing 
the  funding  from  Gay  Montreal 
When  Gay  Montreal  moved  lo  its  west 
end  location,  Montreal  Gay  Women  were 
given  the  first  floor  of  a  ihree- storey 
building.  There  they  established  their 
own  centre.  The  arrangement  was  not, 
however,  lo  prove  harmonious  or 
successful 

Gay  Montreal,  like  the  FLH  before  it. 
never  established  a  real  diredion.  A 
variety  of  activities  were  sporadically 
undertaken  Gayline,  a  drop-in,  a  coffee 
house,  a  counselling  proied  sponsored 
under  an  S8000  Opportunities  For  Youlh 
grant  in  the  summer  ot  1974,  a 
newsletter  (ihe  Gay-zetle),  a  civil 
liberties  committee,  and,  of  course,  Ihe 
ever  lucrative  McGill  dances.  The 
Association  had  become  Canada's 
largest  and  nchesi  gay  organization. 
Bul  collapse  was  at  hand  In  May 
1975,  the  Quebec  Liquor  Board  dedded 
lo  withdraw  the  licence  from  the  McGill 
dances  for  technical  reasons,  a  severe 
financial  blow  lor  an  organization  which 
was  already  suffering  Irom  division  and 
atrophy  From  this  poml  on.  Gay 
Montreal  went  downhill  They  abandoned 
Iheir  large  cenlre  to  rent  a  more  modest 
one  The  membership  had  shrunk  and 


Second,  these  groups  have  realized 
that  they  cannol  serve  the  interests  ol 
Ihe  francophone  majority,  since  Ihe 
interests  of  the  two  populations  are  not 
the  same.  Quebecois  gays  must  do  it 
themselves 

It  has  finally,  then,  been  realized  that 
there  is  strength  In  diversificalion. 
Quebec  gays  are  far  too  heterogeneous 
ever  to  be  served  by  a  single  gay  group 

Here  are  some  examples  of  this 
development: 

—  Gay  McGill,  dormant  for  several 
years,  has  been  revitalized  as  a 
university  group. 

—  An  English  gay  newsjoumal,  Gay 
Times,  was  established  in  April  1975 

though  it  is  now  defunct). 

—  A  Gay  Jewish  discussion  group  was 
established  in  November  1974  to  meet 
the  special  needs  of  Jewish  gays. 

—  A  gay  counselling  projecl  organized 
in  September  1975  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Family  Services  Association,  a 
sympathetic  soda!  service  agency,  has 
begun  to  provide  competent  services  io 
the  anglophone  community  a  gayline, 
individual  and  group  counselling,  C-R 
groups,  foster  children's  project,  gay 
youth  group,  educational,  and  so  on  — 
using  professional  gay  statt  and  gay 
volunteers. 

— A  gay  information  Irne  known  as 
Gay  Info  has  been  initiated  by  Ihe  last 
members  of  Gay  Montreal. 

—  The  Montreal  Community  Church 
was  established  in  December  1973. 

Polarities 


That  was  the  English  situation   Bul 
what  had  been  happening  to 
Irancophone  gays  during  this  period?  As 
I  indicated  earlier,  the  FLH  in  Montreal 
had  died  in  the  tall  of  1972,  and  CHAL 
in  Quebec  City  seemed  deeply  divided  ir 
mid- 1973 

These  early  groups,  retteding  the 


which  incapacitated  both  organizations 
But  Irancophone  gays  had  learned  a 
lesson  also  Since  1973  these  divisions 
have  been  recognized  more  dearly  m  the 
organization  ol  Quebec  gays  Two 
disttnd  movemenls,  one  representing 
conservative  gays  and  one  progressive 
gays,  have  developed  The  former,  lor 
reasons  I  will  discuss  later,  has  been  the 
more  successful 

Already  before  the  national  conference 
in  the  fall  of  19?3,  CHAL  had  failed  to 
please  many  Quebec  City  gays.  The 
dissidents  who  denounced  CHAL  as  too 
conservative  were  evidence  for  this 

Shortly  after  that  conference,  the  few 
progressive  members  remaining  in  CHAL 
left  From  then  on.  both  leadership  and 
membership  were  conservative  Under 
the  strong  leadership  ol  Denise  Goyette. 
one  of  its  onginal  founders,  CHAL 
developed  a  large  and  faithful 
membership,  both  male  and  lemale 
Energies  were  channeled  into  soda) 
functions  and  counselling  The  group 
lowered  its  public  profile  and  became 
introspective  Goyette,  in  early  1974,  sel 
up  a  separate  phoneline  and  counselling 
service  called  the  Service  d'entr'aide 
pour  homophiles  a  Quebec.  Interestingly. 
CHAL  has  maintained  close  links  with 
Arcadie,  a  Paris-based  French  homophile 
organization  very  similar  lo  it  In  May 
1976.  CHAL  organized  a  colloquium  with 
Andre  Baudry,  long-time  president  of  the 
French  group,  as  Ihe  guest  speaker 

January  1974  saw  the  establishment      I 
of  a  Montreal  organization  which  dosely 
resembles  CHAL  Known  as  the  Centre 
homophile  urbain  de  Montreal  (CHUM),  If 
has  a  similarly  conservative  leadership 
and  membership  Among  the  activities 
offered  at  CHUM's  centre  have  been 
pastoral -style  counselling,  sodal  func- 
tions, a  Catholic  religious  service,  and  an 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  group   In  many 
ways  ideological  cousins,  CHAL  and 
CHUM  for  a  lime  even  published  a  joint 
newsletter.  Chalum   Always  religious  in 
nature,  CHUM  has  recently  taken  the 
final  step  in  this  direction  and  become  a 
chapter  ot  the  Church  of  the  Beloved 
Disciple,  a  New  York  gay  orthodox 
church,  under  the  direction  ot  Lionel 
Quesny.  the  group's  founder. 
Thus  both  CHAL  and  CHUM  remain 
isentially  apolitical  in  their  perspective. 
They  call  for  integration  ot  gays  into 
sodety  without  "rocking  the  boat."  Bolh 
have  kept  very  low  profiles,  even  in  the 
gay  community.  This  formula  has  been 
highly  successful  in  (arms  of  attracting 
members  and  finandal  support.  Thus, 
while  more  militant  Quebecois  gays  have 
remained  largely  unorganized,  CHUM 
and  CHAL  have  become  strong  and 
ongoing  forces. 

The  strength  and  ihe  weaknesses  ot 
their  approach  were  both  demonstrated 
in  the  attempt  to  achieve  human  rights 
protection  for  gays.  Early  in  1974  Robert 
Bourassa's  Liberal  government  announ- 
ced (he  introduction  of  a  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Charter.  Quebec 
was  one  of  the  last  provinces  with- 
out human  rights  legislation.  Its  law, 
based  on  the  Napoleonic  Code,  had 
never  incorporated  the  North  American 
concept  o1  civil  rights. 

The  time  was  opportune  lor  gays  to 
press  tor  inclusion  of  homosexual 
protections  in  (he  Charter,  as  gays  had 
oone  in  other  parts  ol  North  America 
The  lask  fell,  by  default,  on  the 
somewhat  unwilling  shoulders  ol  the 
more  conservative  forces  in  the  Quebec 
gay  movement.  Anglophone  gays  and 
the  more  progressive  Irancophone  gays 
were  insufficiently  organized  to 
undertake  the  campaign  An  informal 
coalition  of  members  ol  CHAL.  CHUM, 
and  several  independent  gays  was 
established  to  press  lor  mdusion  ol 
"sexual  orientation    in  the  new  code 
Under  the  name  of  the  Civil  Liberties 
Committee,  the  campaign  was  led  by  a 
law  student  at  Laval  University.  Roger 
Bellemare 

CHAL.  CHUM,  and  Gay  Montreal 
prepared  well-do^imented  briefs  which 
dwelt  on  the  legal  arguments  for  gay 
civil  rights  protection   A  well -organized 
lobbying  effort  was  undertaken  as  Ihe 
I  campaign's  mapr  effort  Letters  ol 
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support  from  major  unions,  religious 
groups,  and  av'1  ''Defies  organ izatons 
were  sol  idled  —  and  oOlained 

It  was  an  intensive  tabbying  program, 
but  one  thai  was  lo  remain  behind-the- 
scenes  The  lobbyists  assumed  thai  ihe 
Liberal  Party  would  more  favourably 
receive  such  art  approach  The*  optim- 
ism was  high  that  Jerome  Choquette. 
Liberal  Justice  Minister  at  the  time, 
would  agree  lo  Ihe  proposed  amendment 
lo  Bin  50  (Choquette.  by  the  by.  had 
largely  been  responsible  lor  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  War  Measures  Act  in 
1970  J 

On  January  <3.1975,  the  alliance 
appeared  before  the  Justice  Committee 
ol  the  National  Assembly,  an  histonc  first 
appearance  by  the  gay  movement 
belore  any  Canadian  legislative  body 
Oenise  Goyette,  Roger  Bellemare,  and 
Luc  Dote,  a  Montreal  gay  psychologist 
previously  involved  in  the  early  FLH, 
acted  as  spokespersons  Their 
appearance  was  very  successful  Media 
coverage  was  widespread  and 
lavourable  The  most  sinking  effect  of 
their  presentation  was  the  vocal  support 
issued  by  Robert  Bums.  Pari!  Quebecois 
houseleader  Eventually  Sums,  using  the 
very  arguments  of  Ihe  gay  movemeni, 
would  introduce  an  amendment  to 
include   sexual  orientation"  in  the  code. 
This  was  another  important  precedent 
The  representatives  left  their  presentation 
assured  ol  success  Choquette  had 
promised  lo  consider  the  amendment 

However,  on  June  25,  Choquette 
announced  hts  final  decision:  Ihe  Liberal 
caucus  was  opposed  to  Ihe 
amendment 

Quebec  society,  he  said,  was  not 
ready  for  such  leqal  sanctions  for  homo- 
sexuals. With  the  support  ol  the 
Creditistes,  Ihe  Liberals  defeated  the  PO 
amendment  The  Charter  was  adopted 
on  July  7  withoul  legal  protection  lor 


failure  on  the  legislative  front  and 
mmmal  publicity  for  the  cause  ot  gay 
rights  But  Ihe  lesson  was  lost  on  (he 
alliance;  hi  disbanding,  they  atinbuied 
their  failure  10  inadequate  lobbying  of 
the  Liberal  caucus 

The  Human  Rights  Charter  itsell  did 
not  become  operative  until  June  28, 
1976  Since  then,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  has  refused  to  lake  up  the 
case  of  Stuart  Russell,  the  gay  activist 
who  was  fired  from  his  job  with  COJO, 
the  body  which  organized  the  Olympic 
games,  in  June,  1976.  (See  TBP  Issue 


lobbying 

campaign  ever  undertaken  by  Ihe  gay 
movemeni  in  Canada  had  tailed  This 
was  an  Important  lesson  for  Quebec  gay 
activists:  lobbying  alone  was  an 
inadequate  strategy,  The  end  resull  was 


At  the  first  gay  conference  In  Quebec  City 
In  1973,  a  group  ot  radical  gays  gathered 
outside  Ihe  conference  lo  protest  the 
conservative  politics  ot  CHAL. 


Progressive  forces 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  lo 
organize  more  progressive  Quebecois 
gays  Thai  this  has  met  with  little 
success  in  the  past  has  been  attnbuled 
to*  the  prevalent  preoccupation  with  Ihe 
independence  movement  Many  gays 
have  directed  their  energies  to  cultural, 
economic,  and  linguistic—  rather  than  to 
sexual  —  liberation  There  is  a  high 
percentage  of  gays  among  Independent- 
Isles  and  among  the  writers  and  artists 
who  have  forged,  in  the  last  fifteen  years. 
Quebec's  new  cultural  identity   For  them, 
independence  tor  Quebec  will  have  to 
arnve  belore  olher  social  movements 
can  become  a  priority  All  too  often  their 
gay  identity  is  relegaled  lo  a  secondary 
role  for  Ihe  sake  of  the  Quebecois 
cause 

The  separatist  movemeni  has,  in  tact, 
been  less  lhan  sympathetic  lo  the  gay 
movement  As  earfy  as  the  October  1970 
cnsis,  Ihe  FLQ  cell  which  kidnapped 


Piems  Laporte  had  deprecatmgly  referred 
to  Pierre  Trudeau  as  Trudeau.  la 
tapette   (Trudeau,  Ihe  queer)  The  gay 
contingent  in  (he  I97t  anti- confederation 
march  was  jeered  More  recently 
however,  Robert  Sums  has  supported 
gay  rights  and  two  PQ  candidates  m  the 
recenl  Quebec  elections,  Lme  Bourgeois- 
Lescarbeau  and  Use  Payette,  actively 
sought  gay  votes 

The  first  progressive  attempt  to 
organize  Quebecois  gays  had  been  ihe 
early  FLH.  but  when  ihe  group  became 
loo  broad  and  diffuse  the  progressive 
founders  had  departed   In  lale  1973  the 
dissident  (action  in  CHAL  attempted, 
without  success,  to  establish  an 
organization  in-Quebec  City  A  third 
such  attempt  came  in  early  1974  when 
francophones  who  had  led  the  Gay 
Montreal  Association  tried  to  establish  a 
Front  homosexuel  Quebecois  de 

<ration.  Bui  this  attempt  too  proved 
abortive. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  earfy  FLH 
and  this  later  abortive  organization  was 
Jean  LeDerft.  French-bom  businessman 
turned  writer  He  had  published  two 
books  on  gay  liberation,  the  first  two 
positive  books  on  gays  to  be  published 
anywhere  in  Canada  or  Quebec  The 
firsl  Homosexuel?  Et  pourquol  pas! 
(1973),  was  an  introduction  to  ihe  gay 
world  for  the  young  homosexual  coming 
out  The  second,  Homo  Libre  (early 
1974),  ottered  a  more  theoretical 
analysis  of  gay  liberation  Ihemes  from  a 
progressive  viewpoint  These  books  were 
milestones,  bul  had  no  direct  impact  on 
Ihe  development  of  a  movemeni  in 
Quebec. 

A  more  recenl  attempt  lo  initials  a 
militant  francophone  gay  organization 
was  the  establishment  ot  the  Groupe 
homosexuel  daction  politique  (GHAP)  A 
group  ol  gays  began  meeting  in  April 
1975  lo  organize  a  gay  contingent  in  the 
Montreal  May  Day  march.  This  drsl 
action  attracted  sixty  and  led  to  Ihe 
formation  of  GHAP,  a  gay  organization 
with  an  anti-capitalist  perspective.  Dunng 
late  1975  and  early  1976,  the  group 
attempted  to  develop  a  gay  marxlsl 
ideology  emphasizing  the  links  between 
workers,  women,  and  gays  —  as  groups 
who  are  all  economically  oppressed 


However.  GHAP  was  never  able  lo 
transform  its  theory  into  aclion,  aside 
from  occasional  contingents  in  workers' 
and  women's  marches   II  has  recenily 


Progressive  lorces  m  the  Quebec  gay 
movement  have  thus  made  several 
attempts  to  organize  but  have  nol  yel 
succeeded  in  formulating  an  activist 
programme  Theoretical  discussion  has 
yet  lo  lead  to  a  concrele  strategy  It  has 
been  a  movemeni  in  search  ot  a 
catalysing  issue 


Police  repression 

The  issue  finally  came,  in  conjunction 
with  Ihe  1976  Olympics.  A  campaign  of 
anti -gay  repression  mobilized  forces 
which  had,  lor  loo  long,  been  lloundenng 
in  their  theories. 

Montreal  police  have  long  been  noted 
lor  their  anti-gay  attitudes  As  recently  as 
Ihe  lale  1960s,  gays  were  arrested  for 
close  dancing  Prior  lo  the  1967  World's 
Fair,  Expo  '67,  police  had  embarked  on  a 
dean-up  campaign  againsl  Montreal  gay 
bars  Mayor  Jean  Drapeau,  who  has  held 
the  office  since  1954,  had  been  voted  in 
on  a  campaign  lo  dean  up  "sin  Oty ." 


The  Second  Best  Thing 
You  Can  Give  To  The 
Man  You  Love! 


"Fantastic!"  <ays  John  Richardson.  SanOego  Son 
"A  warm  and  gentle  book."  says  Martin  Duberman 
City  University  of  New  York 
'Substantive  and  Important."  says  Martv  Rogers,  Ph  D  , 
University  ol  California  Sacramento 
"Loving  Man  has  too  long  been  needed,  but  is  worth 
having  waited  for.  At  last  I  can,  in  good  conscience, 
recommend  a  book  to  students,  colleagues,  and 
friends  that  will  help  them  understand  and  enjoy 
their  sexuality."  says  Kennelh  Shem!!.  Hunler  College 


MAJi 

A  Photographic  Guide  to  Gay  Male 
Lovemaking 


LOVING  MAN.  by  Mark  Freedman.  PhD  and  Harvey  Mayes,  is  written  In  thelanguage  vJe  use,  with  ihe  infor- 
mation we  need  LOVING  MAN  is  for  experienced  lovers  and  men  just  coming  out  Loving  Man  is  a  oook  that 
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Quebec ... 

confFxwd  Intn  pag*  22 

This  morality  mandate  has  often  been 

directed  loward  gays  II  «  no) 

cotnodenteJ  ihal  the  death  ol  twin  the 
FLH  and  Gay  Montreal  can  Be  parity 

I   1  to  government  repression   Civil 
liberties  and  sooal  services  nave  been 
severely  restrained  in  all  sectors  dunng 
the  two  decades  of  Drapeau  s  regime 
Vet  gay  bars.  coinddenUy  enough,  have 
flourished  under  Mafia  protection  dunng 
that  same  penod  The  large  number  o' 
commercial  gay  bars  has  m  tact  lulled 
Montreal  gays  into  believing  that  they 


have  a  greal  deal  ol  freedom  But  they 
have  come  recently  lo  learn  thai  even 
this  ghetto  is  not  sate  from  police 
repression  when  the  city  administrator 
deems  repression  necessary 

n  February  1975  the  approaching 
Olympic  games  once' again  provided  the 
pretext  tor  a  campaign  against  the  gay 
community  The  lour  gay  saunas  in  the 
city  were  selected  as  the  most 


IlillUil 


vulnerable  targets  Thirty-frve  persons 
were  arrested  as  found- ins  in  a 
bawdy-house  in  a  raid  on  the  Aquarius 
Sauna,  and  this  trumped-up  charge 
would  be  used  time  and  time  again 
January  1976  thrrTy-live  arrested  at  the 
Club  Baths.  May  1976.  eighty-five 
charged  at  the  Nepune  Sauna,  the  same 
month,  twenty-one  more  m  a  second 
raid  on  Ihe  Club  Baths   In  addrtpn  there 
were  several  raids  on  less  openly  gay 
baths.  Dunng  the  same  penod  there 
were  literally  hundreds  of  cases  ol 
police  harassment  of  gay  bars  involving 
minor  mlract-ons   This  intensification  ot 
police  repression  was  immediately  seen 
as  a  pre-Olympic  dean-up  campaign 

But  the  campaign  was  not  met  wiiti 
silence  As  early  as  the  first  raid  there 
were  calls  lor  action  against  this 
repression   Gay  Times,  ihe  English- 
language  news  journal,  was  onginated  in 
Apnl  1975  specifically  to  inform  the  gay 
community  ol  the  police  action  and-lo 
press  lor  organized  reaction   Reaction 
came  —  but  not  until  May  1976 

That  was  the  month  of  the  major  raids, 
and  these  raids  along  with  outrageously 
biased  news  reports  in  Ihe  straight 
press,  provoked  a  usually  apathetic  gay 
community  into  action  Acton  centered 
around  the  Comite  homosexuel 
anti-repression/Gay  Coalition  Against 
Repression  [CHAR-GCAR)  This  coali- 
tion of  gays  from  all  sectors  led  lo  a 
march  through  downtown  Montreal  on 
June  19.  Three  hundred  people 
participated  in  Quebec's  first  gay 
demonstration  (See  TBP,  Issue  25) 

CHAR  has  recently  developed  into  me 
Association  pour  les  droits  des  gaifels  du 
Quebec  (ADGQ).  ihe  first  gay  civil 
rights  organization  in  Ihe  province 
Through  its  poliiicaJ  orientation  and 
French  language  policy.  Ihe  Association 
addresses  itself  to  progressiva  franco- 
phone gays  (see  news  slory,  p  4.  this 
issue) 

This,  along  with  the  parallel 
emergence  of  a  French  language  gay 
newspaper,  Gay  Montreal,  suggests  that 
the  movement  has  finally  come  of  age  in 
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Quebec  Gay  Montreal,  a  commercial 
bweekly,  provides  an  essential,  though 
often  unsatisfactory  tool  for  the 
movement's  growth  —  a  gay  press 
Apah  from  a  lew  shon-rived  efforts  —  La 
Tiers  in  1972  and  Le  Gal  Quebec  in 
1975.  there  has  been  no  real  French 
language  gay  press  Numerous 
exploitative  tabloids  such  as  Blsexus 
and  Omnibus  have  appeared,  but  these 
have  done  little  towards  developing  a 
gay  consciousness  in  Quebec  No 
publication  has  ye!  emerged  lo  play  a 
role  analogous  to  that  which  The  Body 
Politic  has  played  in  developing  a  united 
gay  movement  m  English  Canada  over 
the  last  five  years 

Thus  a  haM-decade  after  the  firs!  gay 
organization  in  Quebec  was  established, 
the  movement  appears  finally  to  on  the 
verge  of  becoming  an  organized  force 
A  wide  vanety  of  groups  exists,  at  last, 
to  serve  ihe  diversified  needs  Of  Quebec 
gays  It  has  taken  five  years  lo  realize 
the  need  for  autonomous  organizations 
serving  the  different  interests  produced 
by  Quebec's  diHereni  polarities 
angtopbones  and  francophones,  political 
and  non-political  gays 

How  does  one  observe,  then,  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  the  gay  movement  in 
Quebec?  Perhaps  less  by  rejoicing  over 
past  accomplishments  than  by  antici- 
pating the  emergence  of  a  slrong 
movement  in  the  near  future,  a  gay 
movement  which  will  recognize  Bib 
particular  diversity  of  Quebec  society  D 

Ron  Dayman  currently  lives  in  Montreal 
where  he  teaches  English  as  a  Second 
Language  He  has  been  involved  in  the 
Fronte  homosexuel  de  taction  revolution- 
aire  (France),  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (Toronto),  Gays  ol/d'Ottawa  and 
is  now  executive  president  ol  the  new 
Montreal  group,  the  Association  pour  les 
droits  des  gai(e)  du  Quebec. 


The  Pink  Triangle  is  a  symbol 
of  the  international  gay  move- 
ment. 

During  the  Third  Reich, 
homosexuals  wore  it  to  their 
deaths  in  the  concentration 
camps. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  will  forget  what 
happened. 

It  is  also  a  symbol  of  our 
struggle  for  full  human  and 
civil  rights. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  can  ignore  our 
struggle. 

Just  $1.25  each,  includes 
postage.  Pink  enamel  on  a 
solid  copper  base,  sides  3 
cm.  Mounted  on  a  9  cm  by  5 
cm  card  which  explains  its 
historical  significance.  Please 
send  cash  or  money  order  - 
no  cheques  please.  Allow  2 
weeks  tor  delivery. 

Send  order  &  payment  to: 
Pink  Triangle  Press.  Box  639, 
Station  A.  Toronto  M5W  1 E4, 
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Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  in  the  USA 

by  Jonathan  Katz 

The  history  of  homosexual  women  and  men  in 
the  United  States  is  the  subject  of  this  unprece- 
dented volume,  bringing  together  a  large  group 
of  chronicles  of  American  lesbian  and  gay  male 
life  (including  related  heterosexual  acts  and  at-     4 
titudes).  Fascinating  to  read,  and  intended  for  a 
general  audience  of  all  sexual  persuasions,  these 
selections  reflect  a  new,  historical  view  of  this 
once  silent,  invisible  minority. 
Including  reports  of  varieties  of  male  and  female 
homosexuality  among  Native  Americans,  of 
colonial  executions  of  homosexuals,  of  les- 
bianism in  prison  in  the  early  Twentieth  cen- 
tury, ot  interviews  with  victims  of  the  anti- 
homosexual  witch-hunts  of  the  1950s,  and  the 
mistreatment  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  by  psy- 
chiatrists and  psychologists  through  castration, 
lobotomy,  and  hormone  treatment,  this  work 
documents  four  hundred  years  of  homosexual 
oppression.  SI  7-75 


580  pages,  16  illus.. 


Paper:  S8.25 


"Katzfc  big  gay  history 
is  on  target  and  will 
command  considerable 
attention/'— *****  ***"*■ 


December/January 
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Cononuea  from  page  2 
but  don't  lake  part 

And  then  there  is  your  sexism  —  not 
^  shaltowly  disguised  as  is  usually  the 
case  Your  slander  ol  Natalie  LaRoche 
reads  l*e  the  National  Enquirer  —  with 
mySlenous  women  running  around  a 
pushy  lesbian  Marxist  bulldozing  things 
What  has  happened  in  your  vendetta 
against  LaRoche  is  really  an  attack  on  all 
lesbians  Through  her  you  have  lashed 
out  al  the  lesbians  who  dared  to  call 
things  as  they  saw  them  And  despite 
your  tactual  (in  terms  0>  content)  misrep- 
resentation ot  sister  Chase  s  critique  ol 
the  gay  and  women  s  movements,  I 
tound  her  speech  to  be  heroic  and  Irank, 
more  than  I  can  say  lor  most  ot  Ihe  men 
who  responded  to  il 

Throughout  Ihe  history  ol  Ihe  gay 
movement,  critical  participants  have 
often  been  told  to  sit  down,  shut  up.  and 
quit  rocking  the  boat  The  boalrockers. 
however,  like  TBP,  have  spearheaded 
the  real  victones  Respectability  and 
caution  will  not,  in  ilsell.  build  a  move- 
ment. It  one  does  not  take  hold  ol 
events,  they  will  lake  hold  ot  you.  Gay 
liberation  struggle  has  given  us  a 
glimpse  ot  renewed  society  possible  The 
presumption  lhal  you  h3ve  all  the 
answers,  complete  and,  yes.  packaged 
to  sell,  is  as  potentially  dangerous  and 
divisive  as  openly  playing  by  the  rules  ol 
those  who  oppress  us.  The  RMG  is  not 
thai  pompous  And  Ihe  soothsayers,  like 
your  lead  story  writer,  who  pretend  to 
have  it  all  really  have  very  little 

Cnticism  and  debate  is  our  lite-blood 
—  a  big  part  ol  whal  we  are  But  when 
was  the  last  lime  you  read  Old  Mole  or 
an  RMG  statement?  Perhaps  you  need 
to  read  Ihe  other  viewpoint,  like  Chases 
speech,  rather  than  selective  quotes. 
Perhaps  you  need  to  gel  out  ol  a  selec- 
tive male  intellectual  ghetto  tn  Toronto 
and  !md  out  what's  happening  elsewhere 
on  the  continent,  give  a  little  coverage  10 
Ihe  massive  movement  in  San  Francisco, 
lor  example. 
Walter  Davis 
Winnipeg 


Out  but  lonely 

Three  years  ago.  when  I  thoughi  I  was 
straight,  I  wasn't  lonely  All  my  straight 
Inends  thought  I  was  lun,  but  now  that  I 
am  coming  out,  it's  no  longer  lun  to  have 
me  around   I  can't  oe  trusted  The  boys 
won  t  Stay  over  night  anymore,  lest  they 
be  raped  I'm  hung  up  on  a  straight  kid  I 
can't  kid  around  any  more,  the  days  ol 
wrestling  on  the  grass  or  tn  bed  are  gone 
(I  might  get  Ihe  urge  while  holding  him  in 
a  bear  hug) 

All  these  fun  things  I  used  to  do  when 
I  thoughi  I  was  straight,  are  all  gone  No 
more  skinny  dipping  with  the  guys   Dnve- 
ins  are  absolutely  out  Cruising  up  the 
Trent  with  a  sweet  young  thing  Is  out 
I  And  camping  is  definitely  out    They  re  all 
out  And  the  |Okes  "A  girt  can  luck,  and 
ruck  and  luck,  and  never  be  called  a 
tramp     but  suck  one  cock  ."  Or  the 
questions,    How  long  have  you  been 
gay'"  My  standard  cocky  answer   Oh, 
about  three  weeks!     Well,  ah,  what  s  it 
like  to  be  um.  ah.  gay?''  "Oh,  it's  greati 
People  line  up  to  talk  to  me  I  have  so 
many  Inends.  Parties  every  night.  My 
parents  ihmk  I'm  the  perfect  son.  My 
brothers  now  trust  me  with  their  wives, 
but  not  their  sons."  Then  the  inevitable 
Well  ah.  what  a.  what  ah  do  you  do  m 
bed?"    Well.  I've  tried  pitching  horse 
shoes,  but  ii's  a  little  noisy " 

Even  gays  are  lumping  on  the  band- 
wagon. Like  when  I  met  a  friend  I 
though!  was  straight  at  a  gay  dance  club, 
and  he  asked  "Hey.  whal  are  you  doing 
here?"...  Dumb. .  Whal  other  answer  is 
there.  "I  was  purse  snatching,  and  I 
ducked  in  here  10  dump  the  cops  "  or  "I 
didn't  know  you  were  gay  "  "Frankly  I'm 
not.  I  just  have  this  great  urge  to  make 
oul  with  guys     Or  my  employer.  "I'm 
sorry,  we're  phasing  oul  your  line  ot 
work.,   now  don't  gel  me  wrong,  it's  noi 
because  you're  nof  normal''  .   Or  my 
Mom,  "Why  aren't  you  married  yet?  All 
your  brothers  are  marned  and  have 
normal  children  "  "But  Mom,  I  am  mar- 
ned. and  I  think  Paul's  pregnant  "  Or  my 
oad,    How  could  you  do  this  to  your 
mother  and  I?  Turning  queer..    "Well 


really  Dad  Ms  easy,  ftrst  you  spot  a 
sweet  young  thing,  then  you  go  up  to 

It's  no  fun  coming  out,  and  to  date  it's 
no  lun  being  gay   I'm  tired  ot  being 
lonely.  Any  suggestions??? 


John  Damien 

Help  him 
in  our  fight. 


Make  cheques  payable  to: 

the  Committee  To  Defend 

John  Damien 

Box  117.  Stn  V 

Toronto.  Ont. 
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A  Movement  in  Transition 

by  Dolores  Klaitch 


Through  its  articles  on  gay  women 
and  men  in  Cuba.  Argentina,  West 
Germany,  and  Mexico,  The  Body 
Politic  has  encouraged  attention  to  the 
differences  which  gay  organization 

is  in  dlttenng  social  contexts.  This 
issue  adds  to  that  list  articles  on 
Quebec,  East  Germany,  and  —  in  a 
somewhat  more  personal  mode  —  the 
United  Slates 

Dolores  Klaitch,  who  gave  this 
address  before  the  Gay  Academic  Union 
n  New  York  in  November  1975,  is  the 
author  of  Woman  Plus  Woman  — 
Attitudes  Towards  Lesbianism.  She  is 
»  completing  a  lemmisi-onented  study 
of  rural  women  in  the  United  Slates 
between  the  Civil  War  and  the  turn  ot  the 
century. 


Academia,  lo  me.  has  always  been  a 
fantasy  world,  a  never-never  land 

In  the  old  days,  when  I  was  dead  —  in 
other  words,  before  I  realized  I  was  gay 
-  my  fantasy  was  lo  marry  a  Professor, 
who  wore  a  soft  tweed  jacket  and 
smoked  wonderfully  smelling  pipes.  How 
safe,  I  thought,  how  warm  (there  was 
always  a  fireplace  in  this  fantasy).  He 
would  be  in  his  study  surrounded  by  lots 
ol  leather-bound  books,  and  I     I  would 
be  tiptoeing  around  the  house  bnnging 
him  little  snacks  and  steaming  hot 
chocolate  —  gently  kissing  the  top  of  his 
salt  and  pepper  head  —  gently,  so  as 
not  to  disturb  ail  those  brains  at  work 

Thai  was  stage  one 

After  I  became  alive  —  that  is.  after  I 
turned  my  tile  toward  women.  I  still  had 
|he  fantasy  There  she  would  be,  in  our 
house,  m  her  study,  an  extremely  sensi- 
tive woman  a  Professor  of  Greek  (she 
always  looked  a  little  'ike  Edith  Hamil- 
ton) i  would  hug  her,  m  her  soft  tweed 
jacket,  and  when  she  finished  working 
she  wouW  bring  to  bed  one  of  her  leather 
volumes  and  read  to  me  —  what  else7  — 
Sappho  s  poems  in  the  original  Greek 
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As  you  can  see.  academia  lo  me  was 
a  wonderful  place  to  hide  from  the  vul- 
garises ot  the  real  world 

Stage  three  occuned  when  I  finally 
acknowledged  that  it  was  /  who  wanted 
to  be  in  that  leather-fined  study,  not  tip- 
toeing around  it,  like  a  passive 
But  I  never  acted  on  this  fantasies  have 
a  tendency  to  crumble  when  confronted 
So  I  became,  in  essence,  a  Irustrated 
academic  —  in  the  sense  of'bemg  a  frus- 
trated singer  or  actor,  not.  of 
the  sense  of  being  an  academic  who  is 
trust  rated  in  the  milieu. 
That's  all  of  you 

Now,  I  never  gave  much  Ihought  lo  the 
nirTy  qritty  aspects  of  such  a  lite,  those 
daily  coping  problems  you  all  know 
about.  No,  there  I  was,  oul  in  the  mass 
media,  working  lor  newspapers  and 
magazines,  being  knocked  in  the  teeth 
by  rampant  sexism  and  classism,  being 
debilitated  by  anii-gay  prejudice,  all  the 
while  slipping  for  comfort  into  my 
academia  fantasy,  mlo  the  world  of  the 
mind,  of  the  intellect,  where  only  truths 
are  spoken  —  and  spoken  oh  so 
sensitively  Where  identities  were  cen- 
tered on  ones  head,  one's  accomplish- 
ments, one's  research,  ones  ability  to 
teach  —  and  not  on  one's  genitalia. 

I  held  tight  to  this  fantasy  because  it 
was  simply  loo  frightening  to  acknowledge 
that  nowhere  in  I  his  world  did  there  exist 
—  to  borrow  Alma  Routsong's  words  — 
A  Place  tor  Us.  Absurdly,  naively,  I 
Ihought  that  place  was  academia.  It  was 
my  vision  o(  Utopia  —  a  safe,  supportive 
place  to  live  one's  years  in  dignity,  in 
The  Pursuit  of  Knowledge:  Here  are  the 
facts,  how  can  you  possibly  hold  onto 
prejudice  when  here,  belore  you,  are  the 
fads. 

And  lunny,  even  now.  having  come  to 
full  realization  thai  for  gay  women,  and 
for  gay  men.  there  is  no  sate  place,  in 
lad.  the  very  longing  for  a  safe  place  is 
in  itself  totally  wrongheaded  and  totally 
counter-revolutionary  —  nonetheless,  I 
am  still  wistful  Fight  it  as  I  may.  I  still 
occasionally  —  when  it  all  becomes  too 
much  —  want  to  slnjggle  with  my 
Professor  ot  Greek  and  want  lo  hear  her 
redte  some  of  Sappho's  words,  perhaps 
these: 

It  you  will  come 
I  shall  put  out 
new  pillows  for 
you  to  rest  on. 
Simple  as  that. 

But  of  course  we  all  know  that  being 
gay  in  academia  is  far  from  simple  and 
we  all  know  that  the  conficls  surrounding 
gay  issues,  and  not  only  in  terms  ot  aca- 
demic life,  are  also  far  from  simple 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  dinner  with  a 
woman  who  is  on  the  faculty  ol  an  East 
Coast  woman's  college.  She  was  ex- 
tremely excited  about  something  she  hac 


been  piedng  together  m  the  Dowels  ol 
the  Bibhotheque  Nationale  in  Pans  She 
had  discovered  the  existence  ot  a  secret 
lesbian  sodety  m  I8lh  Ceniury  France 
—  full  of  prominent  women  of  the  day. 
some  ol  whom  had  created  literature  — 
and  wanted  lo  share  her  enthusiasm  with 
someone  She  said  she  had  no 
colleagues  with  whom  she  could  talk 
about  this  And  later,  when  I  asked  ii  she 
would  publish  these  findings,  she  said, 
oh  no.  her  field  was  too  small,  everyone 
knew  everyone,  she  couldn't  possibly  — 
well,  maybe  someday,  under  a  pen 
name 

My  thoughts  wandered  to  all  the  older 
doseled  women  I  know.  Wonderful 
women,  women  ol  accomplishment,  who 
argue  thai  it  is  impossible  lor  Ihem  lo 
come  oul.  I  am  sad  for  them,  lor  the  tad 
that  they  are  not  tree  I  am  sad  for  us. 
We  oould  use  their  help.  Under  d 
stances  such  as  these,  simpiidty 
vanishes. 

Another  young  woman  and  I  —  she  is 
a  staunch  feminist  and  an  emerging  les- 
bian —  were  talking  the  other  night. 
When  I  mentioned  a  gay  man  I  know  and 
described  him  as  a  feminist,  she  said 
Bullshit.  There's  no  such  thing  "  And 
again  my  thoughts  wandered  and  settled 
on  one  of  my  best  friends,  the  gay  man 
to  whom  I  dedicated  my  book  on  lesbian- 
ism, which,  inadently,  in  some  drdes.  is 
considered  so  politically  incorrect  lhat  n 
negates  the  whole  book  Anyway,  when  I 
thought  ol  Attyn,  I  said,  "there  was  a 
feminist  man,  or  if  you  can't  accept  this, 
at  least  a  non-sexisl  being  " 

'■AJlyn  was  the  first  gay  person  I  ever 
knew.  Many  years  ago,  when  l  first 
realized  I  was  gay,  it  was  AJlyn  who 
helped  me  to  welcome  the  lad  with  great 
whoops  of  joy,  just  as  he  had  accepted 
his  homosexuality  wilh  great  gusto.  In 
those  days,  the  1950s,  when  role  models 
all  seemed  lo  be  dead  (having  lived  for  a 
brief  penod  in  Pans  in  the  1920s),  AJlyn 
was  a  terrific  inspiration  —  not  only  for 
me,  but  for  many  others,  both  women 
and  men  AJlyn  was  an  open  painter  My 
god,  I  thought.  I  could  be  an  open  dyke 
In  many  ways  AJlyn  was  responsible  for 
my  writing  Woman  Plua  Woman 

Al  any  rate,  after  my  feminist  friend 
and  I  talked  a  while  more,  she  tempered 
her  Bullshit  statemenl  and  said,  "Well, 
o.k.,  maybe  there  are  feminist  men,  but 
what  they  really  are  are  arch  maso- 
chists ." 

I  thought  about  lhat  for  a  white  and 
conduded  simple?  Not  in  the  least 

Then  there's  an  acquaintance  of  mine 
who  is  active  on  the  Susan  Saxe 
Defense  Committee   She  runs  around 
saying.    Capitalism  is  evil  To  the  barn- 
cades  "  And  again  my  thoughts  wander. 
I  remember  as  a  kid  getting  up  every 
Sunday  morning  and  while  my  playmates 
went  lo  Sunday  school  (an  expenence  ol 


which  I  knew  nothing),  my  lalher  and  1 
went  from  door  to  door  passing  oul 
SoOalisI  Labor  Party  leaflets.  Al 
meetings  and  conventions  I  stood  up  la II 
next  to  Dad  and  sang  Ihe  Internationale 
in  lull  voice.  And  loved  it.  Al  the  dinner 
table  I  asked  kid  questions    "Daddy,  tl 
there  is  no  money  come- the -re  volution, 
how  will  we  buy  things'   With  scrip," 
said  Dad.  "everyone  will  be  issued 
enough  scrip  to  cover  their  needs."  "Oh," 
I  said,  "like  Monopoly  "  "Nol  quite,"  he 
said.  Nonetheless,  it  all  sounded  |ust  fine 
tome, 

But  later,  when  I  asked  for  piano 
lessons,  Dad,  a  wonderful  man,  bul  a 
totally  blinded  Marxist,  said.  "No,  dear, 
music  lessons  divert  class  thinking.'*  (I 
still  cringe  when  I  think  ol  this.)  So  Mom 
and  I  did  a  doak-and -dagger  number, 
sneaking  out  whenever  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  visiled  our  town  in  Ihe  hinterlands, 
saying  we  were  going  to  visit  one  of 
Mom's  lady  friends 

And  later  still,  on  a  more  serious  note, 
when  I  was  living  in  Yugoslavia,  a  sodal- 
isi  state,  I  mel  Milovan  Ojlas  —  Ihe  dissi- 
dent writer  —  during  one  ol  his  bnef 
periods  when  he  wasn't  in  prison  for  his 
thoughts  I  saw  a  man  who  continued  his 
dissenl.  a  man  old  belore  his  lime, 
prison  pale,  knowing  thai  each  word  that 
he  wrote  —  pointing  oul  Ihe  short- 
comings, the  corrupt  aspects  of  Ihe 
regime  —  each  word  meant  another 
week,  another  month,  another  year  in 
pnson,  In  an  Utopian  sodalisl  state 
prison. 

Yet.  lo  this  day.  I  see  alongside  Djlas's 
pale  face,  the  tremendous  and  joyful 
worth  of  sodalism 
Simple?  No. 

Then  there  is  the  woman  who  wrote  to 
me  after  a  speech  I  had  given,  a  speech 

which  I  took  exception  lo  a  lesbian/ 
feminist  action  that  I  thought  was  wrong- 
headed.  The  audience  had  had  many 
men  in  it.  This  woman  wrote  to  me:   As 
feminists,  we  feel  that  critidzing  women 
in  front  of  men  is  uncool  —  even  if  the 
(acts  are  true  or  the  opinions  valid." 
This,  to  me,  is  scary  Neither  the 
women  involved  in  the  dissenting  action 
nor  I,  expressing  my  dissent  ol  their  dis- 
senting action,  had  before  us  the  vision 
of  a  dank  Yugoslav  prison.  However, 
those  words,  "Even  if  the  facts  are  true.'' 
have  the  acrid  smell  of  totalitarianism. 

And  yet.  when  confronting  sexist 
beings,  one  must  indeed  think  twice 
about  giving  them  what  they  consider 
additional  fuel 
Again,  no  simplicity 
Which  bnngs  me  lo  subjects  such  as 
paedophilia,  SSM   iranssexualism 
These  are  foreign  things  to  me;  I  do  not 
understand  them  And  I  daresay  I  am  not 
alone 

Yet.  are  they  nol  leaUUM?  Apparently 
Ihey  are   Perhaps  we  should  think  ol 
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Ihese  words  ot  Colette:    Look  (or  a  long 
time  al  what  pleases  you,  and  longer  suit 
at  what  pains  you  "  Any  leaf  or  even 
disgust  some  ol  us  may  lee'  must  be 
held  >n  abeyance,  but  only  until  we  can 
absorb  knowledge  about  such  things  and 
then  either  accept  or  refect  or  cnlioze 
Irom  a  firm  foundation  of  tact   Do  we 
garden-variety  homosenuals  not  ask 
exactly  this  (torn  the  straight  world'  To 
sweep  away  certain  truths,  to  not  deal 
openly  with  them  is  obviously  counter- 
revolutionary Just  Wink  lor  a  quick 
moment  ol  the  cenlunes  when  plain  old 
homosexuality,  even  monogamous 
homosexuality,  was  swept  away,  deposi- 
ted m  the  sensational  pages  ol  Kraffl- 
Ebmg  m  volumes  that  were  to  be  sold 
only  to  those  in  the  medical  profession 
How  can  we,  who  have  been  victims,  not 
at  least  listen  lo  others  who  see  them- 
selves as  victims? 

Yes,  lot  me  it's  a  long  way  Irom  that 
simple  book-lined  fantasy  study  with  tts 
neat  little  ghetto  atmosphere. 
Where  things  seemed  so  very  simple 
Its  been  almost  seven  years  since 
Stonewall  —  that  lolkloric  number  ol 
years,  seven,  that  has  always  heralded 
reassessment  ol  the  past  and  planning 
for  the  future  For  those  ol  us  concerned 
with  gay  issues  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
are  going  through  a  transitional  stage, 
that  a  second  wave  is  in  the  making 
What  form  II  will  lake,  what  vision  of  the 
future  each  ol  us  harbors,  well,  I,  tor 
one,  have  no  idea 
I  am  lorn  and  contused. 
Yes,  I  do  think  there  are  feminist  men 
—  sometimes  No,  I  can'l  cope  with 
paedophilia,  yes,  I  accept  that  it  must  be 
dealt  with  Yes,  I  do  think  capitalism  is 
evil  no  I  don  I  think  socialism  (as  we've 
seen  it)  is  the  answer  Yes,  I  do  respect 
those  older  lesbians  who  stay  closeted, 
no.  I'm  no!  in  the  least  happy  about  it. 
And  so  on  throughout  the  list  ol  issues 
All '  really  know  al  this  point  is  that  I 
am  going  to  continue  to  try  to  do  the  only 
thing  I  know  how  to  do  —  to  chip  away, 
no  matter  the  infinitesimal  impact,  at  the 
mass  psyche,  with  words  written  for 
mass  consumption  Thai,  lor  what  il  is 
worth,  is  my  contnbution.  amidst  my 
admitted  confusion  Other  contributions, 
small  and  solid,  or  earthshakmg,  add  to 
the  snowball  and  strengthen  the  rock  of 
its  centre. 

Perhaps  before  long  a  glorious  collec- 
live  vision  of  our  future  course  will 
emerge  But  perhaps  not.  In  tact, 
undoubtedly  not.  Transitional  phases  are 
nol  characterized  by  their  dear-cut 
thrusts  Foment,  turmoil,  shaggy  ends, 
dead  ends,  possibilities  —  that's  where  I 
think  we  are.  One  does  hope  thai  we  are 
doing  away  with  the  heavy  baggage  ot 
non-productive  thought. 

There  is  a  togetherness,  as  the  French 
say.  au  fond,  but  our  movement  is  nof 
monolithic  The  thoughts  thai  are  emerg- 
ing from  it  point  in  a  dozen  directions.  II 
il  is  to  stay  alive,  if  it  is  not  to  self- 
destruct,  tt  simply  must  encompass  all 
this  diversity. 

In  ending,  I  go  back  for  a  moment  to 
my  wistful  fantasy,  to  my  Greek  pro- 
lessor  who  looks  like  Edith  Hamilton  But 
this  time,  when  she's  reciting  one  of 
Sappho's  poems  she  picks  this  one. 
simple  —  and  yel  not  simple  in  the  least 

Day  in,  day  out 
I  hunger  and 
I  struggle 

So  do  we  all.  And  so  shall  we  continue 
to  do  so  In  whatever  way  we  see.D 


it 


Ellis  East  features  an 
exceptional  selection  of 
pottery,  hand-blown  glass, 
weavings  and  contemporary 
wooden  furniture. 

Glass  by  lone  Thorkelsson 
will  be  presented  in  our 
gallery  during  the  month  of 
December. 


the 

BOOK 
OOM 


W 


Beautiful 

180  Bloor  Street  West,  Toronto 
Phone  923  3557 


Ski  East 

7  mountains 

Mt.  Sutton,  Echo,  |ay  Park,  etc 
and  stay  with  us. 

•  BYOB  bar 

•  Billiard  Room 

•  Friendly  social  atmosphere 


For  more  information  write 
Tara  Nord,  Dunham,  Quebec 


December/January 


FiAIUBil 


Five  years  of  The  Body  Politic 


One  of  ihem  is  on  the  phone  (The  caller, 
gay.  has  been  lited  Irom  his  resiauran! 
job  A  slory  here,  a  cause  celebre?  Hard 
to  say  The  probing  tor  details  begins  .) 
Two  collective  members  are  juggling 
layout,  page  1  ol  Our  Image  Nolhing 
tits  One  is  making  cottee,  did  anyone 
get  milk''  No  Another  clatters  out  a  story 
under  a  shaded  light,  all  he  needs  is  a 
hat  shoved  back,  wilh  PRESS   Stuck  in 
the  band  Two  are  arguing  about  a 
movie,  one  hated  it  without  reservation, 
Ihe  other  thought  it  flawed  but  worthwhile 
—  which  ol  them  will  review  it  or  can 
someone  else  do  it?  One  is  editing  a 
news  Story,  something  about  a  Human 
flights  Commission  statement,  looking 
out  the  window  into  night  tor  a  Iresh  way 
ol  saying  the  officials  are  deliberating  our 
rights,  on  and  on  and  on  Another  mem- 
ber ol  the  collective  rushes  in,  breathless 
(up  live  flights),  one  ot  the  baths  wants  a 
lull-page  ad1  The  artwork  is  an  inviting  (it 
you  like  thai  sort  of  Ihing)  composition  ol 
male  muscle,  tasteful  enough  In  execu- 
lion  but  isn't  'I  sexist'  Oh  shit  if  they 
refuse  to  change  il  $300  and  vital  pnn- 
ciples  are  al  stake  Meanwhile,  someone 
has  fo  qo  for  milk 

The  Body  Politic  was  born  live  years 
ago  in  the  wild  heal  and  ferment  of 
Canada's  frrst  gay  upheavals  —  Ihe  first 
demonstrations  in  Ottawa  and  al  the 
CBC,  Ihe  lirst  bnef  to  Parliament.  Ihe  first 
public  aclion  against  police  entrapmenl  in 
parks   It  was  lo  give  lor  Ihe  lirsl  lime  a 
voice  to  gay  people  across  the  country 
Brave  new  world  Issue  #1  cost  S350,  all 
Irom  donations,  no  ads     None  ol  us  had 
worked  on  so  much  as  a  school  paper " 
Everyone  sold  the  paper  on  the  si  reels 
and  in  the  bars  —  gay  liberation'  gay 
liberation  paper'  25c ' "  A  former  collective 
member 

There's  no  berter  lire-test  ol  your  pnn- 
cples.  believe  me1"  The  bar  owners,  as 
scon  as  they  caught  on,  threw  them  out 
But  #  i  made  its  costs  back  The  Body 
Politic  collective  estimates  that  !f»s  issue. 
#29.  wilh  ils  special  pnce.  International 
subscriptions,  protessionai  newssiand 
distribution  [a  national  distributor  takes 
several  thousand  copies,  the  British 
Columbia  distnbulor  gets  the  paper  into 
the  mlencr.  which  is  unusual,  and  Ihe 
New  York  City  distnbulor  presumably 
gets  il  mlo  the  stores,  which  isn't  lobe 
sneezed  at)  plus  that  endlessly  con- 
lenlious  advertising  revenue  (but  without 
that  nasty  $300  ad,  alas)  will  pay  lor 
ilsefl  loo  Just  You  ve  come  a  long  way 
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Why? 

Tantalizing  glimpses  from 
a  reasonable  distance 


by  Michael  Riordon 


baby?  At  the  same  time,  Ihe  Community 
Page  in  #1  listed  15  gay  groups  in  6 
communilies.  now  il  approaches  60  in 
more  than  22,  so  something  must  be 
happening. 

Problem;  lo  write  a  history  ot  The 
Body  Politic,  one  ot  those  gushy  anni- 
versary pieces  But  this  paper  is  a 
very  human  enterprise,  limited  lo  the 
abilities  and  spirit  of  the  people  who 
make  it.  The  writer  is  no  historian,  not  a 
member  o1  the  collective  And  how  the 
hell  do  you  portray  a  collective  present, 
much  less  a  collective  past?  Like 
photographing  a  river  Especially  when 
some  ol  the  members  are  determined 
we  shouldn't  blow  our  own  Irumpel" 
Well  then 

In  1971.  The  8ody  Politic  shared  a 
backyard  shed  wilh  Glad  Day  Books 
Later  the  paper  moved  to  a  basement, 
Ihen  to  share  a  sioretront  (Gordon's 
Stereo  and  TV  Sales  still  shows  through) 
with  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
Last  year  il  moved,  alone,  lo  the  top  ol 
24  Duncan  Street,  a  long  narrow  space, 
lighl  from  (all  windows,  a  litlle  chilly, 
nicely  fixed  up.  one  end  wilh  a  lat  ok) 
chars  and  plants,  the  rest  desks,  files 
(including  Ihe  Canadian  Gay  Archives  — 
where  else  lo  put  them?),  layoul  tables 
and  a  wonderful  beamy  ceiling  The  days 
there  are  filled  with  the  functions  ol 
making  a  paper  and  running  an  office 
Subscriptions,  renewal  notices  come  up 
twice  as  last  now  that  Ihe  BP  is  monthly 
—  the  collective  member  responsible 
wants  lo  gel  back  some  ot  the  e»pired 
(would  lapsed  be  a  belter  word') 
subscribers .  and  con  templates  sample 
copies  lo  prospective  readers  It  will 
have  lo  go  through  the  collective,  of 
course,  cost  is  a  lactor  (The  Free  Usl 


was  dfasticaliy  reduced  about  a  year 
ago,  all  sorts  ot  people  used  lo  get  free 
copies  )  Classifieds  must  be  sorted, 
lyped.  set,  accounted,  drawers  and  for- 
warding kept  up-to-date  —  the  pick-up 
service  was  eliminated  but  some  people 
still  ask  for  it  —  some  ads  rejected 
(the  things  some  people  want!)   Cor- 
respondence —  the  mailbox  fills 
each  day.  submissions,  ads  and 
replies,  bills,  attacks,  arguments 
and  compliments  Phone  calls  —  wheres 
there  a  good  leather  bar?  Counselling 
calls,  thank  goodness,  can  now  be 
referred  lo  Toronto  Area  Gays   A  caller  is 
annoyed  by  a  book  review  in  the  lasl 
issue,  no,  he  hasn't  read  the  book,  but 
Our  Image  isn't  just  to  announce  things, 
lo  tell  you  what  to  see  and  whal  noi  to 
read,  it  s  to  build  and  share  a  general 
gay  critical  perception.  Yes.  yes,  bul  why 
are  you  always  so  negative?  And  so  on 
The  paper  was  taken  seriously  from 
Ihe  beginning,  sometimes  more  so  by  its 
enemies  than  by  its  friends   #5  included 
the  article  "Of  Men  and  Little  Boys",  an 
approach  to  society's  oppression  ol 
Outrage  ,  about  John  Roesiad  s  moeter- 
'minate  (as  long  as  the  authorities 
want)  sentence  as  a  "dangerous  sex- 
ual offender"  This  time  both  Toronto's 
heavenly  bodies.  The  Star  and  The  Sun 
turned  purple  editonally  The  Body 
Politic  responded  with  a  special  issue 
free,  headed  "The  Star  Sells  Hale" 
and  detailing  a  pattern  of  bigotry, 
refused  ads,  news  blackouts,  inter- 
ference and  slander  Volunteer  dis- 
Ihbulors  came  as  dose  lo  covering 
Toronto  with  il  as  anything  gay  has  ever 
done  The  Morality  Squad  swept  #18 
from  the  stands  and  threaiened  to  close 
the  office,  all  because  ol  a  comic  strip. 


(Send  lor  your  back  issues  today,  only 
75c  while  they  lasl  )  Alter  the  paper's 
latest  attempi  to  express  Ihe  incredibly 
difficult  struggle  that  faces  young  gay 
people,  the  manager  ol  a  baths  yawned 
Why  do  you  keep  printing  those  articles 
aboul  tucking  little  boys?"  Whal  can  you 
do?  But  that's  history,  of  a  sort 

The  collective  that  makes  The  Body 
Politic  has  had  forty  four  members  in 
live  years,  maximum  at  any  one  time 
twelve,  minimum  five  Nine  made  this 
issue   No  one  is  left  now  from  the  first, 
ihe  last  survivor  left  alter  #26  lo  teach 
and  work  on  his  thesis  There  were 
women  in  the  beginning,  and  a  woman 
lot  several  issues  this  year  She  moved 
to  Montreal    Two  people  remain  Irom 
Ihe  second  issue.  J e arid  Moldenhauer, 
from  whose  head  The  Body  Politic  idea 
and  original  impetus  are  generally 
acknowledged  to  have  sprung,  left  the 
collective  alter  #14   "Founding  energy  is 
usually  quite  diflerenl  from  sustaining 
energy,  it  can  be  quile  eccentric  We  had 
a  martyr  psychology  which  isn't  workable 
anymore   The  tesl  ol  an  organization  is 
whether  il  lives  after  the  lounding  lorce  is 
removed."  Ken  Popert  (news  editor, 
works  irj  an  antiquarian  bookstore  lor  the 
lime  being)  "It's  dangerous  lo  rely  on 
one  person  for  a  whole  (unction  or 
responsibility,  bul  il  happens  "  The 
newest  member.  Paul  Trollope,  law 
student,  joined  at  #27        « 

The  paper  has  on b  paid  staff  person, 
Men/  Walker,  if  you  can  call  S300  a 
month  paid,  the  rest  ol  the  collective 
work  al  a  variety  o'  steady  or  intermittent 
livelihoods,  unemp  toymen  I  insurance 
from  time  lo  time,  and  the  paper  absorbs 
as  much  ol  the  rest  ot  their  lives  as  they 
will  allow,  or  more  Merv     Afler  each 
issue  comes  out  Gerry  (Gerald  Hannon 
quil  his  job  in  the  same  anliquanan 
bookstore,  Dora  Hoods,  which  somehow 
seems  to  deserve  a  mention  in  this  por- 
trait, now  he  works  full-time  on  the 
paper|  sweeps  the  floor,  and  I  go  lo  Ihe 
baths  "  Michael  Lynch,  who  leaches 
English  al  University  of  Toronto  "II  I  had 
lo  work  as  full-time  on  every  issue  as  on 
this  one  I'd  go  batty  with  impatience  lor 
a"  the  other  things  I  wani  to  do  lull-time'" 
Gary  Ostrom,  illustrator  and  film 
animator     The  BP  becomes  increasingly 
prominent  in  my  work  lite,  I'd  like  il  to  be 
more  so  But  not  ever, 

Someone  in  a  bar  inquired  a  little 
acidly  of  David  Gibson  (whose  contract 
I  designing  brochures  lor  provincial  parks 
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|  Five  years... 

Continued  from  page  27 

is  up  «e>l  spring)     You  think  abou! 
these  Things  line  paper,  gay  liberation, 
etc  /  an  awful  lot,  don  t  you?    It  can  play 
havoc  with  your  social  lite,  with  your  lite 
m  general   Ed  Jackson  works  as  a 
historical  researcher  in  education.  In 
1 973  he  took  a  leave -of- absence  from 
the  collective,  perhaps  tor  good  It  was 
tor  himself   Time  to  read,  lo  integrate 
what  I  was  reading,  lo  develop  political 
consciousness  You  just  don  i  have  time 
lor  anv  of  that     Bui  il  was  also  a  critical 
juncture  in  ihe  paper's  collective  ethos 
and  direction,  ominous  at  the  lime  but  in 
hindsight  not  atypical  —  at  slake  was 
hard  vs  sot!  line,  noi  towards  Ihe 
Oppressor  but  toward  the  reader    There  s 
never  been  disagreement  in  Ihe 
collective  about  the  necessity  or  tight- 
ness ol  making  waves,  but  how  tidal 
Ihey  should  be  is  another  mailer  entirely 
Ed  Jackson  was  bach  in  six  months 

Subscriptions  are  mailed  by  hand  ("no 
other  publication  our  size  still  does  n 
Ihls  way,  why  are  we  doing  It??"), 
bundles  delivered  by  hand  to  local 
outlets  in  bonowed  cars  The  slores  lake 
16'  ,c  trom  the  normal  50c  price,  the 
dislnbulor  takes  31c  —  thus,  ironically, 
the  mote  readers  you  want,  the  less 
revenue  you  can  expect.  In  any  case, 
like  the  only  gay  bar  in  a  small  city,  the 
BP  is  providing  (or  a  lol  ol  very  different 
people  As  the  numbers  increase,  the  |oy 
ot  any  publication   so  does  the  dilemma 
—  who  are  Ihey?  "We  often  teel  thai 
we're  sending  ihe  paper  oul  into  a 
vacuum  "  Letters  lo  Ihe  Editor  give 
dues,  for  that  il  may  be  expanded.  A 
collective  member  has  just  taken  il  on  as 
a  specific  responsibility,  il  has  always 
been  one  ol  those  things  thai  loll 
between  people  and  got  done  at  Ihe  last 
mlnule  by  whoever  Two  other  members 
ot  the  collective  are  disturbed  by  Ihe 


editing  ot  letters    We  re  cutting  gay 
people  expressing  themselves   Thais 
hard  enough  lo  come  by  already      We 
should  pnni  m  lull  or  at  least  ask 
permission  to  cut       There  en't  time  or 
space    "There  has  to  be.  we  have  to 

Ed  Jackson     We  started  as  excited 
actrvets  talking  to  other  exerted  activists, 
and  we  bypassed  or  even  alienated 
many  others  by  sounding  like  arroganl 
intellectuals  preaching  the  word,  what 
was  good  lor  gay  people,  bui  you  have 
lo  Be  sure  people  are  listening  if  you 
warn  to  talk  lo  them     You  lend  lo  be 
less  excited,  anyway,  after  fighting  five 
years  (or  the  same  things  Someone  ai  a 
party  (a  good  source  ol  reader  and 
non-reader  reaction,  il  you  re  sober) 
The  paper  isn't  as  radical  as  it  used  to 
oe,  its  got  old-shoe  comfonable  "  A  bit 
ot  a  cold  shower  lor  people  who  ve 
bearded  The  Star.  The  Son,  and  the 
Morality  Squad  —  pursued,  the  cntic 
confessed  it  was  Ihe  too*,  somehow, 
thai  was  different.    We  ve  always  had  to 
overcome  the  prejudice  ot  people  who 
wouldn't  even  look  at  the  paper  because 
it  was  put  out  by  crazy  radicals'"  "It  is 
The  first  government  grant  came  through 
this  year.  S1500  (monthly  operating 
Cudgel  is  $2000).  fraught  wilh  the  same 
anxieties  as  advertising  what  if  we  gel 
dependent  on  them  so  they  can  bargain 
compromises  tn  the  paper? 

The  paper  was  given  a  facelitt  al  #20, 
and  readership  increased  sharply  David 
Gibson    Bui  there's  a  teal  limit  lo  how 
tar  you  can  push  the  package  without 
diluting  the  contents   I'd  be  willing  lo 
sacntice  numbers  lo  win  and  work  wilh 
more  selective  readers  "  Ken  Popert. 
Increasing  the  size  or  frequency  of 
issues  means  more  (unctions  and 
responsibilities  are  inevitably  roulinized 
I'm  alraid  of  the  consequences  of  that  " 
Paul  Trollope  "The  paper  should  explore 
Ihe  pad  ot  gay  people  in  the  struggle  for 
a  socialist  movement  wiihoul  rhetonc, 
[argon  or  easy  assumptions,  it  mustn  t 
become  closed  to  any  progressive 
views  What  about  anarchists?" 

Two  loyal  readers  told  a  former 


Two  loyal  readers  told  a  former  member  of  the 
collective:  "Yes,  of  course  we  read  it.  we  keep  it 
on  top  of  the  John."  That's  liberation,  it  used  to 
be  crossword  puzzles  or.  The  Reader's  Digest. 


member  ol  the  collective:   Yes,  of 
course  we  read  it,  we  keep  it  on  top  ol 
ihe  phn     That  s  liberation,  it  used  to  be 
crossword  puzzles,  or  The  Reader's 
Digest. 

Monday  nights,  9  p.m  more  or  less, 
the  collective  members  gather  (rom  jobs, 
supper.  Karate,  cleaning  house,  selling 
ads,  changing  a  bicycle  lire,  talking  with 
a  lesbian  mother  who  mighi.  iust  mighi 
write  an  article  for  the  paper,  arguing 
wrlh  a  landlord,  etc   Robert  Trow  stall 
does  a  lot  of  work  lor  ihe  paper,  "but  I 
iust  got  tired  ot  the  meetings,  and  o! 
having  Monday  nights  sewn  up  tor  as  far 
as  I  could  see  "  They  do  go  on 
Submissions  are  considered  (The  BP 
already  has  a  form  reaction  slip  as  nice 
as  any)  and  voted  on  —  "we  Iry  for 
consensus  but  lall  back  on  ma|ority  vote 
—  business  mailers,  the  accounting  is 
getting  out  of  hand,  does  anyone  know  a 
volunteer,  possibly,  yes  —  and  issues 

Issues.  More  time  is  spenl  than  you'd 
believe  Here  you  have  hall-a-dozen  lo  a 
dozen  different  backgrounds,  contacts, 
experiences,  ways  of  seeing,  thinking 
and  acting  And  each  ot  these  is  most  ot 
Ihe  lime  in  flux     My  perception  of 
lesbian -tern  i  msl  consciousness  has 
Changed  enormously  in  Ihe  past  year 
I'm  encounienng  very  different  people 
now.  my  circle  ot  tnends  has  changed  " 
Michael  Lynch.  "I've  always  preferred  to 
work  atone,  but  this  group  delves  into 
issues  more  profoundly  and  carefully 
than  any  I  ve  ever  known,  and  I  need 
that  "  Gary  Oslrom;  "There's  tension, 


there's  a  lot  ot  disagreement  and 
cniiosm.  but  there's  a  remarkable  level 
of  courtesy  through  it  all " 

That  full-page  ad  tor  the  baths 
represents  the  lip  ol  |usi  one  of  an  ocean 
of  perilous  icebergs     The  bigger  we  get 
Ihe  more  we  rely  on  selling  ourselves, 
the  more  we  become  a  consumer  item, 
the  more  we  turn  our  readers  into 
consumers ."  Paul  Trollope     We  need 
more  time  to  mull  over'the  really  basic 
issues,  like  advertising,  our  meetings  gel 
used  up  with  immediate  administrative 
matters  "  Collective  members  have  left, 
not  only  to  do  other  Ihmgs  in  Ihe 
movemenl  or  in  their  own  lives.  Two 
said,  independently  ol  each  other,  dose 
vanations  of    "I  felt  increasingly  isolated 
The  effort  ol  trying  lo  swing  the  whole 
cotleciive  or  even  a  majority  lo  my  point 
ot  view,  though  I  could  sometimes  do  It, 
became  too  much  "  One  said  "It's  like 
leaving  a  relationship  with  a  lover  ' 
Another   "II  was  Ihe  maior  crisis  of  my 
adult  life.  It  was  my  lite  "  It  seems  to  be 
a  major  ensis  whether  you  leave  or  slay 

Nothing  Is  automatic  Everything  has 
lo  be  done  without  the  machinery  ol  a 
large  corporale  paper,  without  wire  servi- 
ces, legions  of  secretaries,  lawyers  to 
keep  you  this  side  ol  libel,  accountants 
to  speak  softly  with  the  tax  collector, 
fleets  of  trucks,  lunches  wilh  MP's,  your 
own  press  (even  your  own  typesetting 
equtpmenl  is  minimum  S1 1,000  and 
that's  do-it-yourself)  wilhout  a  bar  next 
door  tor  disillusioned  reporters,  an 
advertising  department  as  big  as  a 


Congratulations 
toThe  Body  Politic 
on  frve  years 
of  publication. 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery 


The  Summerhill  Market 
1099  Yonge  Street.  Toronto 
Just  south  ot  the  Summerhill 
liquor  store 

Telephone:  922-8661 

Monday -Wednesday:  930-6  30 
Thursday  &T=riday  9:30-9  0C 
Saturday:  930-6:00 
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government,  or  easy-to-follow  edrtonal 
'   MtU  down  Irom  the 

eiei-irtive  suite  Everything  has  to  be 
done  by  hand,  retail,  'rom  scratch,  on  the 
cheap,  by  an  actual  person,  and  usually 
done  again  tor  each  issue     Thai's  the 
aouros  ol  our  lite,  without  it  we  <!  |UBl  be 
emulating  a  3l«*  straight  paper     But  you 
r.iii  gel  worn  down  10  |USl  domg  ;our 
duty,  going  through  the  motions      We 
should  be  making  a  more  organized 
push  lor  volunteers        Volunteers  come 
and  go  (there  have  been  over  100.  some 
came  and  stayed],  responsibility  (or 
commitment  and  consistency  can  only 
raei  wWi ,he  collective" 

The  BP  didn't  start  as  a  newspaper, 
but  as  a  |oumal  —  ll  still  calls  itsetl  that 
officially,  Ihough  everyone  seems  to  call 
it  'the  paper'  —  Ihe  news  (unction  has 
grown  and  been  Built  gradually  over  the 
hve  years  Correspondents,  formally 
designated  and  responsible  lor  regions 
are  new  this  yeai  —  seven  in  Canada, 
one  in  (ot  all  plaoesi  Australia  A  reader 
"Why  were  there  stories  in  Ihe  last  issue 
about  New  Zealand  and  Australia  and 
nothing  aboul  Ihe  US  elections''" 
Collective  members   "Because  we  have 
limned  space  and  Ihere  are  dozens  ol 
gay  news  outlets  in  the  US      Whal  US 
elections''    "Because  we  have  more  in 
common  in  situation,  experience  and 
direction  with  Australia  and  New 
Zealand."    We  should  have  more  news 
Irom  more  and  farther  places  (farther 
than  Australia??),  we  do  have  a 
tendency  lo  be  insular  '     The  BP  is  the 
only  viable  competition  lo  The 
Advocate.    "A  struggle  to  the  death  lor 
the  minds  ot  the  people?   (Laughter ) 
"What's  so  tunny??"  Etc 

Most  ot  Ihe  news  to  dale  has  come 
Irom  groups  and  organizations  thai  know 
how  lo  make  themselves  heard  Gerald 
Hannon    "News  ol  individuals  seems  to 
be  increasing  Outrage  has  to  be 
stronger  than  (ear  or  apathy  And  there 
has  lo  be  a  feeling  you  can  be  heard, 
thai  you  might  have  some  effect,  even  m 
shanng  with  other  gay  people  "  "We 
need  more  correspondents,  to  draw  out 
the  stones  we  never  hear  aboul  now. ' 


Are  you  listening  out  there'' 
Dreams 

To  work  full-lime  on  the  paper,  to 
stop  drammg  oft  my  time,  energy  and 
ability  Into  straight  worii      Five  ot  them 
said  something  lo  thai  effect     At  least 
tor  the  next  two  years,   one  said 

The  papers  look  ol  solidity  and 
permanence  conceals  a  sometimes  very 
tenuous  lite  —  we  need  a  more  secure 
base  how  long  will  people  conimue 
devoting  so  much  ol  their  lives  to  the 
paper  without  tangible  reward  or  without 
an  oullel  lor  their  ambilions-*     Enough 
people  and  financial  resources  10  allow 
leaves  ol  absence  when  needed  tor 
renewal  and  growth      To  travel  more, 
talk  lo  more  people,  to  push  the  paper 
more  outside  ihe  urban  core,  to  speak 
more  directly  to  more  people's  lives 

To  bnng  oul  more  wnters  The  hgbi 
kind  ol  fiction  s  always  been  hard  10  find 

—  that  connected  with  reality  in  a 
productive  way  —  but  people  who  have 
learned  to  suspect  the  d«Jacuc  approach, 
to  resist  being  lectured  at,  can  often  be 
better  moved  by  fiction  than  by  anything 
else  "  The  Body  Politic  prints  fiction  for 
Ihe  firsl  lime  in  this  issue. 

"We're  a  recognized  voice  in  the 
communily  now.  the  gay  community  and 
Ihe  general  one  —  we  should  use  that  lo 
consolidate,  lo  pull  together  a  loi  ot 
disparate  energies  ot  individuals  and 
groups  to  lorm  our  real  source  ot  power 
Most  papers  retlecl  more  than  direct. 
We  need  lo  direct  more  We  could  do  it  " 

"More  investigative  reporting  —  people 
with  the  lime  and  ability  to  make 
contacts,  to  loiiow  up  leads,  to  cui 
through  silence,  official  and  personal 
The  dose  si  we've  come  is  the  Olympic 
crackdown  story,  a  composite  from  many 
sources  in  several  communities   It's 
incredibly  time-consuming  " 

"More  research,  historical  and 
contemporary,  of  interest  lo  gay  people 

—  by  commissioning  more  original 
work."  "Greater  technical  proficiency  — 
until  very  recently  we've  done  everything 
by  trial  and  error  "  "A  more  radical 
socialist  perspective  "  "More  pages." 

Dreams? 

Watch  closely  for  future  developments  D 


A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from  cheeks,  brows. 

hairline,  body,  etc  in  private 

Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results  Facials  and 

massage  too 

Telephone;  967-0095 

for  an  appointment 


HOLE  F00BS 

TRADING  COMPAN1 

,  ..natural  foods 
,    464  parliament  St. 
'///         at  carlton 


In  Montreal,  stay  at  the 

1657  St   Denis  (514)845-4324 

from  $6  to  $10  per  person/double 

GREAT  TOURIST  ACCOMMODATION 

We  are  a  small  personal   European-style   Inn  with  a 
I  variety  ol  comfortable  accommodations  to  oiler  you  In  a 

warm  and  friendly  atmosphere 
Great  tourist  lodging,  at  the  heart  ol  Montreal's  led  I 
]  bank,  next  lo  the  Berri-de-Montlgny  subway  station  and  I 

|ust  five  minules  trom  downtown. 


Richard  Monette 


The  gay  love  story  that  took  Toronto, 
New  York  and  Vancouver  by  storm! 

Returns  to  Toronto  for  3  weeks  only 

January  13  —  February  6 

TWP  Theatre,  12  Alexander  Street.  Phone 

Phone  925-0526 

Tuesday  —  Sunday:  8:30  pm. 

Sunday  Matinee:  2:30  pm 

LOOKING  FOR  CHRISTMAS 

PRESENTS? 

Give  your  friends  the  best 

Christmas  gift  of  all! 

An  unforgettable  evening  at 

Hosanna! 

Gift  Certificates  available  now 


Hosanna'  is  a  surprise  knock- 
out. Richard  Monette  as  Hosanna' 
gives  an  electrifying  performance 
—  E   Donnell  Stonemar 
The  Advocate 

Author  Michel  Tremblay  displays 
a  marvelous  talent    Hosanna' 
lives  up  to  its  name.  A  chorus  of 
praises  for  its  gifted  author  and 
its  superb  actors 

—  Patrick  Pacheo 
After  Dark 


Oece  mber/January 
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We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  rales  are:  10c  per  word  for  individuals  and 
30C  per  word  lor  businesses  and  commercial  enterprises 
There  is  a  $2.00  minimum  charge  lor  personals,  and  a 
S6  00  minimum  lor  businesses. 

II  you  do  not  wish  to  use  your  own  address,  ask  us  to 
assign  you  a  drawer  number  We  will  forward  replies  to 
you  once  a  week  We  charge  Si  per  ad  per  issue  lor  this 
service. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  reluse  any  ad  Deadline 
for  classifieds  lor  next  issue  (#30)  is  January  12,  and  for 
issue  #31  the  deadline  is  February  10 

All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9,  Please  mark  (he  drawer 
number  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 


FRIENDS"* 

EDMONTON 

ei  male  siudeni  2b  e  sltm.  inter- 
ested 'n  body  building  photography, 
outdoors  wishes  10  meet  poMuffy 
aware     gay      longhair      males     In 

Edition oi  fi  indihip  rt  poM 

limes  Interested  in  teal  people  only 
Noi  rrto  bar  and  d'SCO  scene  Drawer 


SASKATOON 

MALE  mid  40  s  would  like  to  meet 
young  man  lor  occasional  weekend, 
enjoys  outdoor  lile  especially  horses 
Photo  appreciated  bul  noi  essenhal 
and  discrete  a  muat  would  like  a 
place  lo  live,  this  could  be  arranged 
also  Drawer  443 

LONDON 

ATTENTION      TRUCKERS       IH  35 

coming  thru  London  A  Woods  lock 
Free  massage  tor  your  slitt  loinis 
Have  apl    4  phone   Am  31.  maseu- 

491 

OAKV1LLE 

GOOD-LOOKING  sludonl,  24    5  9 
140  lbs.  wen  0u.li  wishes  lo  meel 
masculine     si  raighl  -looking    beauti- 
ful guys  ages  18-25   Please  include 
photo  Drawer  470 
SOUTHERN  ONT 
LOVING,  tense  ol  humor,  well  read 
interested  m  ideas,  travelled,  accomo 
daling.  sensual,  aesthetic,  musical, 
lender,  loyal  and  kind  I  am  35  Love 
younger     men      Soul  hem    Ontario 
Drawei  496 
OTTAWA 

TALL.    HAIRY,    slraiohr  looking,    bi- 
lingual student  at  the  masters  level  al 
the  U   ot  O   wishes  to  meet  Ltm- 
V  types  or  working  person  lor 
fnendship  and  bedroom  romping  Mike 
people  who  are  good  conversalion- 
K  have  a  good  sense  ol  humor. 
I  who  like  going  to  Ihe  NAC  Photo 
i  phone  numbers  will  get  immedi- 
reply  All  letters  will  be  answered 
Dtawet  487 
TORONTO 

MARRIED,     professional     business- 
in,  37.  wants  lo  e>press  true  leel- 
s  lam  goodlookmg.  lair,  atnm  155 
.  personable,  considerate  and  de- 
pendable   Have  a  variety  ol  mier- 
and  particularly  enjoy  outdoor 
actrvities    including    ou lings    to    my 
country   cabin    Want   to  meel   and 
develop  a  Inendship  wilh  a  good- 
looking  clean-cui  male  hi  tweniies  or 
v,  .in  similar  interesls  and 
ild    Straight  appearanoe  and  dis- 
?lion  essential   Wnie  and  tell  me 
about  yourself  Photo  heiplui    D-s 
erelion    assured     Orawer    J66 
YOUNG  MALE.  25.5  8     HSIbs  Urn- 
versrty  grad.    non-smoke'    lover  ol 
cats  planis   travelling   honest  people 
'■  me  iighis  on   Appreo 
good   music     bocks,    yoga   and 
parapsychology  Would  like  to  meet. 


-35)  Please  wnie  _  . 
.  J*  you  a  litrl.i  Drawer  465 
PROFESSIONAL  wen  travelled 
OOOOlOOking,  6  ,  ISO  lb  39  seeks  dis- 
OMl  masculine  friends  21  lo  30 
Toronto  and  Vancouver  Espeoaiiy 
interested  in  blonds  Photo  and  letter 
essential  Drawer  464 
WHITE  MALE,  Loo.  straight  looking, 
I  i-\,  4i.i  |  imin,  eoMig  M  and  er,. 
loyng  n  Very  loner,  and  Coking  for 
sin-mar  aged  male  Interested  in  a 
tiukn  t-  rnunrt  raw  mftn  na.,. 
house  lo  share  win  the  ngfit  com 
panon   Photo  appeoatrt   Drawer 


MALE  ZSdarkhBJI  ••yes.  white  Wesl 
Indian  —  57  .  155  lbs.  interested  in 
meeting  new  people    People  largely 

first  Drawer  462 
SKI  COMPANION  or  posside  Ins- 
tructor Leg  ampuiee  on  Irrsi  year  ot 
skiing  (track  three  ski|  C-skier.  42 
years,  wishes  ski  companion 
Christian  Brut.  77  Quebec  Avenue. 
#1426,  Toronto.  Ontario 
Phone  766-9996 

GAY  TRANSVESTITE  22,  non- 
smoker,  desires  lo  meel  with  same  or 
others,  noi  inio  B'D.  S'M.  or  drugs 
preferably  effeminate  with  long  hair, 
for  enchange  ol  ideas,  conversation 
and  good  limes  I  will  answer  all 
replies  with  phone  no  Drawer  473 
MASCULINE  male  graduate  student. 


LEATHER  OFFICER  -  s™s  hutm 
leather  males  mto  tali  boots  &  B  D 
Only  those  nwth  photos  answered 
Discretion  essenual  Occupant  PO 
Bo*  226,  Thomn.il  Ont 
GREEK  PLEASURE  young  top  man 
lmen|  wanted  between  tS-45  You 
must  be  encepbonaliy  well  hung  and 

man  45  years  ol  age  with  gieal  rear 
end  fl  you  are  serious  and  it  Greek  is 
your  thing  stop  looking  any  turther  I 
am  sure  I  can  satisty  either  straight  or 
gay  Please  no  drugs.  SUM  or 
phonies  This  is  a  serous  proposi- 
lion  Phone  Hal  m  Toronto  al  964 
2290  evenings   No  slnngs  attached 

SUPER-ENDOWED  male  ages  18- 
36  but  prefer  younger  male  Young  at 
hean.  am  goodlookmg.  36.  tali  and 
slim  Wnie  with  phone  no  Appreci- 
ate photo,  but  not  essenual  Looking 
forward  to  you  with  interest  Drawer 
480 

INTELLIGENT.  ATTRACTIVE  un. 
setf-oonsoousty  masculine,  se*y  and 
afleclronale  guy  Hairy,  h  unity,  body, 
S'8",  145  lbs.  32  Seeking  com- 
panions 'or  se-  'un  and  tnend- 
ship  Wide  range  ol  interests  mdud 
ing  good  books,  long  walks,  classical 
roc*  and  folk  music  architecture,  Iris- 
bees,  psychology,  movies,  conver- 
sation and  se«  Turned  on  by  mascu- 
line younger  guys  with  solid  bodies 

me  about  yourself  Photo  appreci- 
aled  [mug  Shol  OkJ  Drawer  4B1 
STRAIGHT-LOOKING  MALE  19 
years  Old.  seeks  other  males  looking 
lor  friendship  or  occasional  meetings 
leading  perhaps  lo  senous  retation- 


23.  1 


light  :■: 


ing  Easy  going  Looking  for 
tjelher  (not  lonely]  guys  Drawer  46S 
STRAIGHT-LOOKING  shy  guy 
seeks  new  friends  lor  good  time  I'm  in 
my  late  twenties  Photo  appreciated 
Drawer  467 

DOMINANT/AFFECTIONATE  pro- 
fessional man.  youthlul  35.  tall,  slim 
cleanshaven,  masculine  non- 
smoker,  seeks  longterm  mate  INOT 
casuatsei'l  You  are  even-tempered, 
well-mannered.  cleanshaven, 

smoolhskmned.  slim,  noi  heavy 
smoker  or  drinker  You  enjoy  many 
crealive  interesls  intelligent  conver- 
sation, uninhibited  versatile  se>   You 

dominate  relationships)  Phone 
465-0714 

28  YR  OLD  passive  man  ol  varied 
interests  511'.  165  lbs,  dark  com- 
plejion.  brown  hair,  black  eyebrows, 
and  blue  eyes  wanis  to  meet  an  older, 
butch  man  lo  38  wtlh  tall  dark  good 
looks  and  a  moustache  interested  in  a 
possible  relationship  Pholo  a  must' 
Ora_wer  429 

MALE  29  years.  5  5  .  150  IDs.  lit. 
sincere,  sleady.  affectionate  and  em- 
ployed Pad  Chinese,  bom  &  raised  in 
Toronto  Enpys  fishing,  camping, 
running,  squash,  movies,  plus  a  quiet 
homelife  Seekslairly lii.slaWe. warm 
masculine  male  with  a  good  sense  of 

ho n ship  Drawer  399 
STUDENT  AGE  23    Young  looking 
Wish    to    meel    sincere    people    for 
tnendsh  ip        18-35      a  ppro  >  im  are  ly 
Drawer  455 

FRIENDSHIP  AND  MORE  Masculine 
professional,  early  thirties,  average 
looking.  58  180  lbs.  warm-hearted 
and  good-natured,  seeks  sincere, 
successful  masculine  male  for  maiure 
and  honest  telalionship  Enjoy  the 
arts  reading  and  music  dancing 
slaying  at  home,  going  out.  camping, 
the  bush,  mio  eanh  sciences, 
tectonics  No  drugs,  SM.  eic  Dis- 
cretion is  important  lo  me  and  can  be 
eipecied  in  relum  Drawer_456 
I'M  LOOKING  tor  a  man  In  my  age 
group.  35  to  45  We  can  still  be  attrac 
live  physically  andour  maiunry  ot  out 
look  can  only  enhance  a  relationship 
between  us  Do  you  agree'  II  you  do, 
and  are  interested  <n  intellectual  and 
cultural  pursuits  as  well  as  a  physical 
reiaionship.  tnen  0y  all  means  drop 
me  a  (me  and  enclose  a  pholo  Drawer 
457 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE  early  30s 
strajghi  appearance  and  considered 
attractive  Wide  range  of  interests 
including  movies,  good  Looks,  music, 
theatre  photography  sk<ing.  nature 
and  travel  Basically  a  home-iov.ng 
person  but  I  enpy  the  Odd  right  out 
See*  a  nke- minded  well-educated 
man  to  age  35  tor  a  mature  tnendsh.p 
Please  include  photo 
Draw  477 


I icularly  literature  ttiealre 
I  also  enjoy  skiing,  lenn 
i,iii.'i  idhWM  All  replM 
Orawer 


5  7      145  lbs,  brown  hj 

r  and  eyes 

Have  a  harry  body  and  I 

n  well  end  1 

a  quiet  time  al  home 

am  Fr    act' 

pass  and  Gr  ad  and  It 

ve  kissing    It 

you  think  we  could  be  fr 

write  with  photo   iwill 

phone  no  Drawer  478 

MALE  ORIENTAL  mid  Iwenties  slim 

Duik).  5  8    taii   Would 

tnends  to  age  40  lor  s 

icera  Mend 

ledik*noteverydaykving  Drawer472 
MAN  wants  semi-steady  relation- 
ship with  someone  who  has  own 
apartment  Drawer  471 
YOUNG  MAN  shy  but  affectionate, 
neeos  older  masculine  tnale  Hairy 
chest  turns  me  on,  S'M,  B/D  doesn  I 
$7  145  lbs  straight  appearance 
Interested  in  motorcycles  tying, 
chess  and  tun  guys    Drawer  465 


place  (on  occasional  basal    Am  4  i 

Discretion  and  cleanliness  impera 
live  (photo  welcome]  Drawer  488 
YOUNG  MAN  27.  fond  ol  concerts 
classical  music  &  mov.es  would  like 
to  hear  Irom  othei  young  males  with 
sim.ia'  Interesls,  willing  to  meel  a  new 
tnend  Drawer  489 
MAN,  35  masculine  and  handsome, 
would  like  to  befriend  a  boy  ot  teen- 
ager til  lake  you  places  in  Toronto 
and  up  North,  be  i.ke  a  father  or  older 
brother  Write  Drawer  490 
32  YEAR  0L0  man  wants  lo  meet  bi 
se>ual  men  or  women  handicapped 
with  Cerebral  Palsy  Loves 
lolk  music  and  really  needs  lots  ot  love 
from  men  16-40  s'im  medium  height 
Phone  John  Ke«erman.  922-7399 
TORONTO.  ONTARIO  OR  ANY- 
WHERE Young  man,  considered 
good  looking  twenties  Mfahw  Id 
meel  a  sincere  guy  lor  siaWe  inend- 
ship  with  prospects  lor  realistic  mean 
,  mgtul  relationship  Considered 
honest,  dependable,  sincere  well 
eduealed  and  masculine  No  phoney 
Hope  a  sincere  lellow  with  same 
hopes  will  reach  out  Lets  give  life  a 
chance  Pholo  appreciated  All  replies 
answered  Write  soon  Drawer  476 
YOUNG  ORIENTAL  PROFES- 
SIONAL European  educated.  e>- 
tensrvely  travelled  wilh  wide  interests 
511  9  in  wilh  si.malhielic  bmld  Happy 
and  well  balanced  Considered  attrac- 
Irve  and  very  good  company  by  men 
and  women  Would  like  lo  meet  good- 
looking  men  No  age  limit  provided 
you  too*  thirlyish  or  under  Must  have 
sense  of  humor  Am  basically  looking 
lot  a  relationship  bul  replies  ottering 
friendship  only  are  very  welcome 
Your  reply  can  be  Ihe  start  of  a  worth- 
while e<  pen  e  nee  Please  wnte  Photo 
appreciafed.  will  answer  all    Drawer 

MONTREAL  

MALE  30.  wishes  to  meet  same  up  lo 
35  foi  sincere  fnendship  eventually 
permanent  Am  straight  looking  and 
acting  62  .  '75  lbs  Noi  mio  bars 
S'M.  B/D  Have  good  |Ob,  enjoy  quiel 
lite  Like  lo  travel  Reply  Bo>  486  Sin 

H.  Monlreal.  Quebec  H3G  2LS 


men!.  EJon  Mills,  with  masculine  pro- 
fessional eiecutrve.  40s.  Oesirecorn- 
patible  companion  with  wide  mler 
D  en»ys  good  th.ngs  m 
Me      Non  smc*er     prerened      Own 

room,  all  home  privileges  rent  neooti 
able  Dtawe-  (69 
THE  BEACHES  lOV* 
one  bedroom  Hat  with  sepataie  dmmg 
room,  private  entrance.  iusl  broad- 
loomed,  dOSe  10  TTC  In  pnvatn 
home  Suitable  lot  one  or  two  respon- 
sible gays  discreel,  no  drugs  Stable 
employment  Available  now  Wnie 
Tom  English,  Bo«  85  Station  H 
Toronto  M4C  5H7 

BAYV1EW  a  EGLINTON  Slaps  to 
bus  Self- contained,  lurnished  base- 
ment apartment  bed-sillmg  kildhan 
bathroom.  $35  per  week,  for  quiel 
discreel  person  CiltFtl  i  Sat  even 
mgs.  Qi  Sundays  488-3218 
GAY  MALE  CO-OP  needs  7ih 
person  looking  lor  ouf-gomg  ten 
ponsible   person   wilh   cooking   skills 

and  gay  liberation  perspective  Large 
room  reasonable  rent  Call  961-4161 
364-6731 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

NOVA  SCOTIA  male  31,  intelligent. 

masculine,    sensitive,    seeks  same 

ages  21  35  lo  share  t an tasflc house  in 

North-Easiern  NS  Piciou 

Tatamagouche     area      responsible. 

Only  S75.  furnished. 

etc  eic  Good  for  art 

looks  bay.  20  aces  ot  land    Drawei 

483 

WORK 

TORONTO 

LICENSED  MASSEUR  required  lull 
lime  Apply  to  the  Club  Baths.  Tor 
231  Mutual  Slreei    Phone  (4161  366 
2859 

STUDENT  WANTED  for  o 
downtown  office' apartment  i 
Evenings  or  weekend;  Require 
ments  conscientious  worker,  hones!, 
discreel  S3  plus  per  hour  It  you 
haven  I  come  out  and 


Drawer 


MASCULINE  WELL-ENDOWED 

STUD  sought  lor  an  intensely  affec- 
tionate male  companion  thai  is  35 
63  171  fMoiintoS/M.B'Dordrugs 
Prefer  non-smokers,  non -dancers 
Interesied  m  photography,  chess, 
electronics  Casual  encounters  lhal 
may  lead  fo  permanent  relationship 
wanted  Tall  slender  suaight-appear- 
mg  younger  males  (t8-35)  6.  170  or 
so  oonstdered  first  Prefer  photo  wiin 
letter   Drawer  461 

ATTRACTIVE  SHY  GUY  late  40  s 
personable,  intelligent.  56  .  ISO  lbs 
Like  travel  music  and  good  company 
Seek  gay  bachelor  fnend.  pnmanly  lor 
physical  relationship  More  tasting 
fnendship  it  desired  Drawer  484 
IF  YOU  ARE  under  30.  masculine 
anywhere  from  reasonably  attractive 
lo  very  handsome,  clean  cut,  slim, 
affectionate,  seny,  noi  into  drugs,  S.'M 
and  other  heavy  stutf  and  no  bar  type, 
maybe  we  should  gel  together1 1  am  a 
masculine,     affectionate,    very    sen 


SINCERE,  masculine,  gay,  i 
male.  49  desires  a  permanent 

giving  and  shanng  with  male  ove 
Preler  Oriental  but  will  answe 
sincere  letters  No  lime  lo  wast 
phonies    Ric  Crcnin.   PO  8o> 


HOMES 

WINNIPEG 

STUDENT      OR      PROFESSIONAL 


rashed  home  renl-free.  bul  suggesi 
splitling  food  and  utilities  on  50/50 
basis  Non-smoker  prelerred,  but  I  am 


LONDON 

ROOMATE(s)  wanted  Recent  uni- 
versity grad  transferred  to  London 
wishes  to  share  apl  or  house  with 
olher  straight -appearing  gay  guys  I 
am  a  non-smoker,  dislike  drugs  and 
am  a  ski  enthusiast  Call  Rob  (519) 
744-1865  Note  1  have  enough 


p  my  r. 


i  pin 


•  you 


would  like 

a hon  tl  there  s  anyone  out  there  that 

skis,  lets  gel  together  Rob  Dickie 

611      Herilage     Drive,      Apt      408 

Kitchener   Or 

TORONTO 

LESBIAN  CO-OP  has  room  lor  three 
new  members  as  ol  December  1 
Phone  924-9560  Toronto 
GAY  GUYS  Rooms,  flats  apart- 
ments Furnished  and  unfurnished 
Broadview -Gerrard  area  (Toronto) 
Phone  Don  465-3287 
HOUSEMAN/COMPANION/LOVER 
sought  by  attractive  protessional  man 

chores  Ideal  lor  sludent  working  fiu 
way  through  college  Write  about 
yourself  and  mdurJe  pholo  Otawer 
435 


t  Slnctly 


READING 

SCANDINAVIAN  SEX  BULLETIN 
100  uncensored  illuslrations  from  our 
latest  available  lilms  and  magazines 
covering  any  imaginable  subiecl 
You  ii  love  it1  Enclose  $2  lo  Scamsh. 
BBC.  Veslerbrogade.  208.  Copen- 
hagen V,  Denmark 
WHEN  IN  MONTREAL  come  10 
Androgyny /Allemalrves  Bookshop 
Gay  and  Feminist  books  1217 
Crescent  Street  Phone  I514|  866- 
2131  Mail  older  service 
THE  BROAD  STREET  JOURNAL 
national  gay  personal  ad  listings 
Publication  for  all  lonely  boy6  and  girts 
any  age  Many  nude  photos  Latest 
issue  and  ad  form  St  00  from  BSJ, 
Bo«  337,  Miliken.  CO  80543,  USA 
BOY  LOVERS  Hermes  is  Ihe  paper 
lor  pederasts  S6  tor  sn  issues  first 
class  or  sample  11.25  U  S  lunds 
Hermes.  P  O  Bon  802.  North  Chicago 
IL  60064,  USA 

NUDE  BOYS  &  MEN  all  types,  sues 
and  shapes  Largest  4  Finest  Selec- 
tion oi  Gay  Films  and  Magazines  mine 
World1  Guaranleed  Canadian  de- 
livery Send  lor  FREE  pholo  illus- 
trated Catalogs  Henk  van  Amslei. 
Bon  219  Vesterbrogade  208.  1800 
Copenhagen.  DENMARK 
GAY  FICTION  MAGAZINE  Gay 
women  and  men  are  invited  to  submit 
-ansr.npls  ol  quality  work  lor  a  new 
quarterly  magazine  o1  gay  fiction  lo  be 
published  in  San  Francisco  ne»l  year 
Erotic  material  will  be  consider^,  but 
no  pornography  or  poetry  will  be  pub- 
lished Graphic  arl  is  also 
soughi  Send  manuscripts  or  art  work 
to  Gay  Fiction  Magazine  631  Castro 
Street,  San  Francisco  CA  9*' 
USA, 


LETTERS 


FOLSOM  PRISONER  33  6    190  lbs 
brown Mondha"  r.ii.--'N--<.  Mooby- 
■esome  lis 
almost  chri5m  ■ 

Christmas  a  gay  one  Kiy-  "^ih  Gosper. 
PO  Bj.  A-88686  Repre**  CA 
95671  LISA 

December /January 


COMMUNIIW  PAGE 


GAYPENFRIENOS  nrjmnes  irwrled. 
jack  Harting  Box  BB0096P  Mono- 
My   Ha*«"  968)5  INTERNATIONAL 

COVERAGE 

GENUINE  INTERNA  T10NA~L  PEN- 
FRIENDS  Gay  men  ana  women  m 
Wales  would  like  (o  correspond 
with  gay  people  h  Canada  Wnle 
CHE.  Swansea  «  Nealh  Group, 
PO  Bo*  19.  Port  Talbot.  S  Wales, 
GM  Bnlflin 

MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada  and  M  US  Join  GAY- 
MATES,  a  pen-pal  <3ub  lor  gay  men 
kev  ipifo  wnie  GSI.  Oepl   B.PO 

3043,     Saskatoon,     Saskat- 
chewan, Canada.. 

PRISONER    AND   ACTIVIST   under 
ere  harassment    I  need  support 

,-.  (nerd  willing  io  share  fomesun- 

ie    I  welcome  letters  bffn  gay 

brothersmCanada  .I'm  30.  5  9    black 

i,  olive  complexion.   ISO  IBs    Am 

interested  in  most  things  you  can  think 

n  Gibbs  86976-132,  PO  Be 

1000  US  prison.  McNeai  Island,  WA 

9.  USA 

PRISONER.  41.  58',  130  lbs.  red- 
ih  blond  hait,  hazel  eyes,  nol  bad 
rJJtng  Would  like  10  hear  Ironi  any 
s  on  Ihe  outside  Paul  9  Polston. 
.    Atascadero,    CA  93422 


USA 
CONFINEO    . 


'    Ir.sl.lu 


Chilli. 


r""9   J 


robbery  I  m  32,  Black 
enioy  mosl  sports  I'd  like  to  establish 
a  Inendsiiip  wilh  a  law  people  belore 
I'm  paroled  Would  like  lo  oorres- 
pond  wilh  any  and  all  Frederick 
Beelon,    136-20',  Bon  S500.  Chilli- 

9,  Ohio  45601,  USA 
IT'S  A  SAD  and  lonely  leeung  when 
io  mall  I  m  25  years  old,  5  8  , 
170  lbs,  have  brown  hair,  blue/green 
eyes.  I'm  very  open  and  broad- 
I'm  inlerosled  in  weight- 
ing, track,  sports  in  general 


OTHER 

SUDBURY    -   Northern  Onlano  ga; 


EXCITING  PRIVATE  MAGAZINE  COl- 

n  lor  sale  Tel  964-36S3 

GAV  WOMEN  AND  MEN  are  invited 

0  submit  manuscnpls  enpenmenlal. 

vorks    in    engtish    translation,    and 
graphic  art,  especially  black  and  while 

trawings  Io  Paragraph,  PO  box 
14051,    San   Frandsco,    CA   94114, 

1st  issue,  spring  77 
MISSING  PERSON.  Father  Boniface 

;e  can  Mrs  Powell  at424-24ai  in 
Toronto  Urgent. 

WANTED:  gay  woman  (or  straight 
■iai  ouhngs  with  gay  young  man, 
>  will  reciprocate  You  must  be 
i mine  and  slender  ( preferably  non 
smoker)  I  am  sincere,  well  mannered, 
q  uie  I  and  sh  y  Seek ti  onest  friends  hi  p 
Occupant.  PO  Bo>  637.  2600  Keete 
Si  Downsview  M3M  3A9 
PLEASE  complete  and  return  the 
couples  questionnaire  in  the  October 
ol  ihe  BP  Results  will  be  pub- 

)  in  the  February  BP  Thanx 
JOIN  US,  two  gay  males,  mature,  'or 
tabutous-  gay  carnival  in  Munich 
"«  weeks  in  February,  even/thing 
arranged  We  would  like  to  be  four,  to 
'  expenses  We  speak  German, 
share  the  exolement  Write  Boi 
5363  Station  A.  Toronto 
AMSTERDAM  BOUND?  exchange 
your  gay-guide  book  lor  a  walking. 
lalxing  knowledgeable,  attractive  and 
Iriendty    gay-guide-guy     For    inlor- 

m       *  riiu        Graeme       Allen 

ekruisstraat     14,     Amsterdam. 

AUTHOR  SEEKS  ESSAYS  by  gay 

""enfora  Chapter  on  homoseiuaiily  >n 
s  present  work inproqr ess  Mens 
Bodies.  Men's  Selves,  a  book  on 
.  s  health,  masculinity  and  se< 
rofa  For  lurlher  information  write 
Sam  Juity  257  Seventh  Ave  ,  NYC 
"t  T0001  or  phone  (212]  989  4795 
NOW  OPEN  New  York  Disco  Palace, 
622  Yonge  Street  (at  St  Joseph)  in 
Toronto.  above  the  New  York  Pi/ia 
House  and  Tavern  Open  e  [m  lo  i 
am  Licensed,  dancing,,  food  Men  and 
women  welcome  Phone 
BF^T  WISHES  FOR  A  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  AND  THE  NEW  YEAR 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  Canadian  groups  which 
primanly  direct  themselves  loward  aloviatlnp;  or  struggling 
against  gay  oppression   It  includes  democratically  constituted 
organizations  of  gay  people,  co-operatively  run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  advertise  themselves 
as  sellers  of  gay  and  feminist  literature,  and  gay  periodicals 
operated  on  a  non -hierarchical,  non-profit  basis 

If  you  wish  to  be  listed,  please  send  the  information  about 
your  group  lo  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7269,  Sin  A.  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W  1 X9  8e  sure  lo  notify  us  ol  any  change  in  infor- 
mation already  lisled  on  the  Community  Page 


REGINA 


ATROPOS  FELLOWSHIP 
SOCIETY/ODYSSEY  CLUB' 
BOM  3414 

Regma.  Sash.  S4P3J6 

ST.  JO  HITS 


DIGNITY/CALGARY 
Box  1492.  Sin  T 
Calgary,  AD  T2H  2H7 

282-0574 

GAY  INFORMATION  AND 
RESOURCES 
815,  7th  St  SW 
Calgary,  AB  T2P  tZ5 
264-3911  -7-10PM 
LESBIAN  DROP-IN 
338  -  14  Ave   S   E 

Calgary.  At  bona 

Wednesdays  8  pm 

|403)  266-2552 

CORNER  BROOK 


COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NFLD   (CHAN) 
Box  905.  Corner  Brook 

Comer  Brooke  NFA2M  6J_2 

EDMONTON 

CLUB  70* 

10242,  106th  St 

Edmonton.  Alberta 

1403)  423-5051 

GAV  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

8225  -  109  Street 

Box  1352 

Edmonton.  Alberta 

14031433-8160 

FREDERICTON  . 

GAY  FRIENDS  OF  FREDERICTON 

Box  442 

Fredencton,  NB 

(SOB)  .173-5576 

GUELPH 

GUELPH  GAY  EQUALITY 
Rm  221.  Univ  Centre 
Univ  o'  Guelph 
Guelph,  Ontario 

Gaylme  (519)836-4550 

HALIFAX 


THE  ALTERNATE  BOOKSHOP 

Sle  301,  1565  Barnngton  Street 

Haitian,  Nova  Scotia 

GAY  ALLIANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  161,  ArmdaleStn 

Halifax,  NS,  B3L4G9 

Gaylme  19021  429-6969 

HAMILTON 


McMASTER  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

OCl  Box  44,  Sm  B 

Mammon,  Onlano  L8L  7T5 

Gayline  (416)  S27-0336 

Tne  following  groups  can  also  be 


EUGENE'S  DISCO 

GAY  WOMEN  OF  HAMILTON 

BI-SEXUALS  OF  HAMILTON 

lrap  groupl  

KINGSTON 

KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

200  Montreal  Street 

Kingston,  Ontario 

(613)542-5226 

QUEEN'S  UNIVERSITY 

HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 

Student  Affairs  Centre 

51  Queen's  Crescent 

Queen's  University. 

Kingston,  Ontario  K7L  2S7 

(6131  5J7.3B36 ___^_ 

KITCHENER/WATERLOO 

THE  WOMEN'S  PLACE 

42-B  King  Street  South 
Waterloo,  Omai 


1620 


[519)  81 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 

LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  ol  Students 
University  ol  Waterloo 
Waterloo.  Ontario  N2L  3G1 
(5t9jB85  1211  ex  2372 

LONDON 

HOMOPHILE  ASSOC.  OF 
LONDON,  ONT. 

649  Cotbome  St 
London,  Ontario  N6A  3Z2 

(519)433-3762  

MISSISSAUGA 

GAY  EOUALITY  MISSISSAUGA 

Box  193,  Stn  A 

Mississauga   Onlano  L5A  227 


COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF   NFLD.  (CHAN) 

613.  Stn  C 
lohns.  NF  A1C5K8 


MONTREAL 

ANDROGYNY  BOOKSTORE 

i2i7CrescemSt 
Montreal,  Ouebec  H3G  2B1 
(514)866-2131 

association  communautaire 
homosexuelle  de 
l'univehsite  de  Montreal 

CP  755, 

Outremont.  Quebec  H2V  4N9 

ASSOCIATION  POUR  LES 

DROITS  DESGAI(E)SDU 

OUEBEC 

(formerly  Gay  Coalition  Againsl 

Repression) 

CP  36,  Succursale  C 

real,  Quebec  H2L  4J7 
866-2131 
CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN  DE 
MONTREAL 
6581  St  Laurent 
Montreal,  Ouebec 
(514)  279-5381 
GAY  INFO 
Enc  Hill 
695  Mortal  Avenue 
Verdun.  Ouebec  H4J  1Y7 
(5'4)288-1t01     7-10  PM 
GAYUNE 

(514)931-8668or93l-5330 
7day*/wk,  7-ti  pm 
GAY  McGILL 
Unrversiry  Cenlre 
3480  McTavish 
Montreal,  Ouebec  H3A  1X9 
GAY  SOCIAL  SERVICES 
PROJECT 

451SSI    CalhenneW 
Montreal.  PO  H32  1R9 
(514)  934-0721 
GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL 
d' ACTION  POLITIQUE 
CP  23S.  Sin  N 
Montreal,  Quebec 
MONTREAL  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH/EGLISE  COM- 
MUNAUTAIRE DE  MONTREAL 
CP  610,  Succursale,  NDG 
Montreal,  Quebec  H4A  3R1 
(514)  845-4471 
MONTREAL  LESBIAN 
ORGANIZATION 
3595  St  Urbam  Street. 
Montreal.  Quebec  H2X  2NG 
(514)  842-4781 
Drop-in  Thurs  8  pm 
Monthly  newsletter 
NACHES:  GAV  JEWISH 
DISCUSSION  GROUP 
Box  298,  Stn  H 
Montreal.  Quebec 
Ph  Roy  (514)738-9003 
Harvey  488-0849 

OTTAWA 

GAYS  OF  OTTAWA/GAIS  DE 

L'OUTAOUAIS 

Box  2919  Sm  D  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5W9 

378  Elgin,  2nd  floor 

Ottawa.  Ontario 

Gaylme   238-1717 

Business  (613)233-0152 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  CARLETON 

c/o  CUSA.  Cartelon  Univ. 

Colonel  By  Drive 

Oitawa.  OntanoKIS  5B6 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254  Cooper  #11 

Oitawa,  Ontario  K2P  0G4 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

621  Somerset  Si  West 

Ottawa,  Ontario 

[613)233-2560        

PETERBOROUGH 

TREND  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

Bo*  1524 

Peterborough.  On  K9J  7H7 

QUEBEC  " 

CENTRE  HUMANITAIRE  d  AIDE  el 
de  LIBERATION 
264  rue  des  Franoscains 
BP  586,  Haute  Viiie 
Ouebec.  Quebec 
SERVICE  0'ENTRA.IDE  HOMO- 
PHILE DE  OUEBEC 
260  rue  des  Franciscans 
CP  596,  Quebec  6 


GAY  COMMUNI1Y  CENTRE 

IO-20th  St  reel  East  (2nd  n) 
Box  1662 

Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  S7K  3RH 
(3061  652-0972 
The  following  groups  can  also  be 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

c'o  Prol  Peter  Millard 

GAY  ASSOC  OF  YOUTH 


SASKATOON 


THUNDER  BAY 

NORTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
120  W.  Amelia 
Box  314,  Stn  F 
Thunder  Bay,  Onlano 


TORONTO 


CATALYST  PRESS 

315Blantyre  Avenue 

Scarborough,  Onlano  M1N  2S6 

CHATSWORTH  CHARITABLE 

FOUNDATION 

199  Church  St 

Toronto 

(416)  862-1544 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 

ASSOC.  OF  TORONTO (CHAT) 

199  Church  St  2nd  floor 

Toronlo,  Ontario  M5H  iZI 

(416)862-1544 

DIGNITY 

Box  249.  Stn  E 

Toronlo.  Onlano  M6H  4E2 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Box  396,  Stn  K 

Toronlo,  Ontario  M4P  2E0 

GAY  ALLIANCE  AT  YORK 

Office  216  Vamer  College  Res 

(416)667-3509,667-3632 

Mailing  Address.  c/O  CYSF 

Central  Square  Rm  105 

York  University 

4700  Keele  Street 

Downsview,  Ontario  M3J  1P3 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EOUALITV 

193  Canton  Street 

Toronlo,  Onlano  M5A  2K7 

(416)  964-0148 

GAY  YOUTH  GROUP 

Meetings  Tuesdays  at  7 

Church  St  Community  Centre 

519  Church  SI. 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

4  Collier  Street  (at  Yonge) 

Toronto,  Ontano 

(416)  961-4161 

HAMISHPACHA  (Ihe  lamily) 

Gay  Jewish  Group 

1179ABIoorSt.  W 

Toronlo.  Ontario 

Call  Harvey  960-0053 

or  Don  653-0498 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

29  Granby  Street 

Toronlo.  Ontano  MSB  i  H8 

Drop-in/ Office. 

7  days/wk.  7  pm-midnighl 

Church  (416)364-9799 

Distress  Line  (416)  364-9835 

NDP  GAY  CAUCUS 

163Rusholme  Rd 

Toronto,  On  M6H  2Y6 

TORONTO  AREA  GAYS 

Counselling  service/phone  line 

Box  6706,  Stn  A 

Toronto.  Ontario 

(416)  964-6600 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

85  Harbord  Slreel 

Toronto,  Ontario 

{416)  922-8744 

WAGES  DUE  LESBIANS 

Box  38,  Stn  E 

Toronto.  Ontano 

[416)  466-7457 

YORK  UNIVERSITY  WOMEN'S 

CENTRE 

Lesbian  Drop-m 

Atkinson  College,  2nd  floor 

Mon  12-4  30  pm 

(416)  667-3509 


VANCOUVER 

DIGNITY/ VANCOUVER 

Box  1036 

Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3XS 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EOUAUTY 

Box  1463.  Stn   A 

Vancouver.  BC 

(604)689-3139 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 

c'o  Student  Society 

Simon  Fraser  University 

Bumaby,  BC 

(604)  876-4704 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 

Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg 

Univ  ol  BC 

Vancouver,  BC  V6T  1WS 

SEARCH  (Society  lor  Education, 

Action,  Research  A  Counselling  in 

Homosexuality) 

Box  48903,  Bentali  Cenlre 

Vancouver,  BC  V7X  1A8 

SEARCH  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

1367  Richards  St.  #301 

Vancouver,  BC 

1.604]  6fl9-1039or  1119 

VICTORIA 

VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
552  Pandora  Street 
Victoria.  BC 

(604)  385-3843 

WINDSOR 

WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 

Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn 
Windsor.  Ontario  N9C  3Y6 
(51 91  252-0979 

WINNIPEG 

A  WOMAN'S  PLACE 

143  Walnut  St 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 

[204]  786-4581 

DIGNITY  /WINNIPEG 

Box  1912 

Winnipeg.  Mb  R3C  3R2 

GAYS  FOR  EOUALITY 

Box  27,  UMSU 

University  ol  Manitoba 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 

(.204)  474-821J 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL 
CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 

Box  7289,  Sin  A 

Toronlo,  Ontario  M5W  1X9 

(416)  863-6320 

COALITION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN 

ONTARIO 

193  Carlton  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

(416)  964-0148 

COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND  JOHN 

OAMIEN 

Bo"  117.  sin  V 

Toronlo,  Ontario  M6R  3A4 

LIBERTARIANS  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS 

315  Blanryre  Avenue 

Scarborough.  Onlano  M1N  256 

NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 

COAUTION/COAUTION 

NATIONAL  pour  les  DROITS  des 

HOMOSEXUELS  (NGRC/CNDH) 

CP2919,  Succursale  0 

Ottawa.  Canada  KIP  5W9 

(613)233-0152 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST  GAV 

CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 

Box  6248,  Sin  A 

Toronto^  Onlano  M5W  1  PS 

PUBLICATIONS     

THE  BODY  POLITIC 
Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronto.  Onlano  M5W  1X9 
Sub.  $4  50/10  issues 
GAY  TIDE 
Box  1463,  Stn  A 
Vancouver.  BC 
LONG  TIME  COMING 
Lesbian-Feminisi  newspaper 
Box  128,  Sin  G 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Sub  S5/yr 
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Start  my  subscription  with  issue. 
Name. 


Send  a  gift  sub  to:  Name. 
Address 


Address . 


Message. 


Enclosed  find  $.. 


^for 


-issues 


For  meD 


For  my  friend  □ 

(see  information  right) 


This  is  a  renewal  O 


Canada 


United  States 


1st  class  5  issues  -  $4,50,  10-$8 
2nd  class  5  issues  -  $2.75.  10-S4.50 


International 


1st  class  5  issues  -  $6.  10-S10.50 
2nd  class  5  issues  -  $4,  10-$7.00 


Air  10  issues  -  $10 
Surface  10  issues  •  $7 


The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Canada  M5W  1X9 


